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My only Son J. F. 


DeEaR SON, 
Beeouaee VER finceyou were born, 
32 & ee Ihave had it at Heart and 
3 i 2 
8S ovseaSe Soul to do you all the Good 
HDCACAIOH > 
wpppees T poflibly could. 
I began. very early with you: for 
while you were in your Infantile Srate, 
and your Brain was as yet dark and 
Noid, Iendeavour’d to ftrike light into 
it; and furnifh it with Szulachra and 
Ideas of Things. 

As foon as found your Mind began 


‘to operate; I exercifed it .a little ; 


put Motion into it; and fet Thoughe 

a-going. 
Afterwards, as your Perception and 
Memory increafed, I helped you to 
A. 2 com- 
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‘compare your Notions, draw Coie 


clufions ; make Axioms ; and treafiure 
them _ up for the future Ufes of Life. ; 

And when I had thus led you in- 
tothe Artof Thinking and Reafoning, 
I by degrees rectify’d your little Appre- 
henfions and Fancies; taught you the 
‘Ufes and Abufes of the Paffions ; edu- 
cated you, as you grew fit for it, in 
Piety, Morality, Learning and good 
Breeding : And never {pared for either 
Care or Coft, toward the fitting you 
up to make an handfome Figure among 
the beft of Men ; and a& a commen- 
‘dable Part in common Life. 

But I am grown Old; and mutt 
defcend to my Fathers ; and leave you 
young, and unexperienced, to fhift for 
your fell 3 and ftruggle thro’a trouble- 
fome W Forld. 

I moft earneftly wifh to aflift you 
Mill; but fince it’s not permitted me 
to do it viva voce, I have thought of 
this way of tupplying it with a Panoply 
of Directions, Counfels and Cautions 5 
to defend you in all Difficulties and 
Estsess 3 and render you i 

or 


Cv] 
Cor at leat not unhappy} in all your 
Affairs. 

By thefe, when I am dead, I fhall 
yet {peak ; and like Mentor with Te- 
lemachus, be ever with you, till you 
come to me. 

As often therefore as you take them 
into your Hand, imagine that I your 
ever loving and careful Father, am per- 
fonally Prefent, familiarly Talking with, 
and faithfully Advifing you. 

I leave them with you as an ever- 
lafting Legacy ; aud upon my Blefling 
Icharge you to keep: them as a Trea- 
fure ; confult them at every turn, and 
make the beft ufe you can of them all 
your Days. 

I mean not by this, that you fhould 
flavifhly come into all here delivered, 
with an implicit Belief, and thoughtlefs 
Obfervance ; but would have you all 
along ftand up in your own Senfe, 
and ufe your Reafon, and think, and’ 
live as a wife Man ought todo. 

Now as to the practical Ufe of this 
Book ; you fhould run it all over pret- 
ty. faft, and mifs nothing ; and that not 

A 3. only, 
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only once but often: And in fodoing 
evermore note down in aMemorandum 
Book the Numbers affixed to fuch Pa- 
ragraphs, as you judge will be proper 
to lay by for an after-Thought. 

And when you get leifure for it, 
fingle ont one of thefe fele& Ones for 
your Meditation at that time. And 
give it ferious Attention, and labour 
-itin your Mind, till you have got into 
the Infide of it, and have extradted all 
its Document ; and tranfcribed it into 
your, not only Head, -but Heart alfo ; 
in fuch wile, that it may influence your 
Wéill, and govern your A@ions, 

Further than this ; ic might be well 
to make a dire&t Exercife of it, by 
working it with your Pen; branching 
it out into Particulars; comparing it 
with your former Experience, Obfer- 
vations, Opinions, and: fettled Rules. 
Alfo making Diftin@ions ; -putting 
Cafes ; and improving it with fuch 
other Additions as you are able to 
make. 


For 


GeV 3 
~ For when ’tis brought into’a Plan of: 
your own delineating, ‘twill fo fuit to 
your fortof Sentiments, as to jointhem 
perfectly, and become part of your 
very Internal Self. 

Now if to all this, you could be 
fo happy as to poffefs the ineftimable 
Treafure of a Friend, into whofe Bo- 
fom you could fafely pour out your 
Heart; thefe would afford moft profi- 
table and pleafant Themes of Conver-. 
fation. 

For variety of Expreffion fhews the 
diftint Parts of Things: Putting 
Thoughts into audible Words gives 
them a fenfible Form: And tofling 
them from onc Friend to another turns 
all into a deleGable Entertainment. 

But for the finifhing, and crowning 
of all: When your Memory is now 
abundantly ftored with Precepts, and 
your Judgment weil formed, you mutt 
needs do thefe two things. 


1. Apply all thatis here faid toyour. 
own individual Self, asthe very Perfon 
A 4 that 
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that is fpoken to, and is inftru&ted, and 
counfelicd ; for otherwife, if you hear- 
the beft Advice in the. World, and 
withal be heartily convinced that.it is 
fo; yet if you fit down therc, and. - 
content your felf with only flying 
Thought and Theory, and never bring 
it home clofe enough to touch, and 
operate upon your Will and Affedi- 
ons; it may.indeed {well you out with 
a windy Conceitednefs, but can never 
nourifh you, and do you good. . 


2 Take up thisinflexible Refolution, 
that you pofitively will, to the utmoft 
of your Underftanding and: Strength, 
walk always in the Paths of right 
Reafon. And if at any time, through 
human Frailty, you unhappily chance 
to make a falfe ftep, and ftumble, you 
will prefently, with all your might rife 
again, and heartily renew and continue 
the Courfe of Wifdom and Virtue 
with more Circumfpection and Readi- 
nefs all your Life after. 


To 


[rine 


To Conclude, my deareft Son : If 
Providence fee fit to grant you but 
good Health; and a.Competency of 
Neceffaries: and Conveniencies: And 
you for your part faithfully and con- 
ftantly obferve thefe my Directions, 
Counfels and Cautions, you cénnot 
fail of being Wife and Good, Ufeful 
and Elappy. 


< : Satine 
Riaaemee polfely be of fome Service 


anwilling to let the Public fhare with 
(him init. 

My Defign is not to engage my feif 
in Party Difputes , but zo teach and 
perfuade every oneto live peaceably with 
all Men, todo good in his Generation ; 
to behave dee in Profperity, and 
comfortably in Adverfity, that fo be 
may bave and enjoy as much true Plea- 
fure and Happinefs in this World, as 
bis Capacity and Station will admit of. 
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dts. a@ Farrago of choice Things: 
thrown together without Method or 
Connexions. It hasno need of affetted: 
Excufes, Reafons of Publifhing, Intro-. 
duttions, Divifions, fine Style, and o-- 
ther Decorations, which commonly like- 
rubbifh in the Road hinder the Career: 
of @ Reader's Thought , and are (right- 

Ly foeaking ) no part of the Treatife; 
becaufe they treat of nothing : There- 
fore all thefe, and the like, [have omit-- 
ted, and made of my Analeta a plain- 
Book; every Line and Word of which. 
is folid Book from Beginning to End, 

Some of it.I claim for my-own, as: 
being the Fruit of my Experience and 
Reafoning : But.the greater part is the 
Refult of my Induftry- and’ Reading. 
For, C as Seneca faith, Epitt 16. )- 
Quicqtid bené dictum eft ab ullo, 
Meumeft. It bath always been my- 
Cuftoms that wherever I light upon a: 
fine Paffage in an Author, Ltake it out, 
and make it my owns 

It’s extracted out of a great Number 
of all forts of Books, and containeth 
CI dare fland to it) the Wifdom of 


the- 
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the Ancients and Moderns. And CF 
fay not this to boaft of my Perfor=. 
mance, which is little morethan colle&- 
ing) I would fain have it be the,richeft 
Legacy. of this Kind, that ever yet: 
was bequeathed to the Public. 

Herein I have in no wife taken upon: 
me the Prefumption of giving Inftrudi- 
ons to Great Men, Politicians, Preach-. 
ers, Pleaders, Warriors, &c. who muft’ 
not be fuppofed to need fuch Advice as 
Ican furnifh out. Norto eager World- 
lings, or the loweft' and ignoranteft of 
the People: for fuch never read Books 5. 
and cannot be made wifer and better by- 
mines But to fuch as are ina middle: 
Station, between great Riches and great: 
Poverty, And therefore nothing is to 
be looked for here, but what relates to: 
‘common Men, and common-Life. 

I could have difpofed my Matters 
under proper Heads, and made diftin® 
Chapters of them. But I chofe rather 
to obferve no more Method, than Na- 
ture bath in flrewing of Flowers about 
in. the Fields, for the Induftrious Bee 
to fearch for, and fuck Honey out of 


TF could 
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~Icould alfo bave made an Index'y 
but it would bave been very laborious 
to-do; and would have appeared un~ 
fixeably large for the Bulk of the 
Book , becaufe of the vaft Multitude of 
Subjects to be brought into it. And at 
laft in my opinion, neither the one or 
the other would have been Tanti... . 
For my Senfe of it is, that as a Man 
would not froop to take up Pearls if they 
lay about like Hail, fo neither would 
he be at the Pains to fetch in InfirnGi- 
ons, if they coft him no labour in look+ 
ing for: And if be bad nothing to do 
Lut jufi lazily to turn over the Pages of 
a Table, to pick ont bere and there for- 
footh aTid-Bit , he would in time grow 
fo delicate, as not to beftow the Chew- 
ing on it, and confequently would never 
digeft, ‘nor convert it into good Nourifh- 

ment. . 
You will foon perceive, Ihave not fo 
much regarded Words and Expreffions 
as Thoughts and Things : Andtherefore 
you are not to ftep if. you happen upon 
what you may deem Negligence of Style. 
Truly I found it Pains enough to dig : 
tve 


[ xv ] 


the Mines, and bring home fo many Dia- 
monds;, and could not ftand to polifh 
~ every rough one. . 

Tam not certain but fome Things may 

be written twice: But ’tis expected you 
will ealily pafs over fuch Overfights, 
fince a Duplicate can in na wife preju- 
dice you, and could hardly be avoided 
in fo numerous a Collettion , that was 
made at broken Hours, and was many 
Tears a doing. . 
If you chance upon divers Para- 
graphs tending tothe fame Purpofe, you 
may well think it fo Fabel becaufe 
I met with the fame Notion in feveral 
Authors, and each of them had dref- 
fed it up in fuch Modes and Fafbions, 
as liked him beft, 

And at this you are not to take Of- 
fence, in regard the doubling of it up- 
on you may have its good ufe, for as 
much as a view of the feveral. Fronts 
and Sides, (as I may fay ) of what 
you read, will Map it out in your Mind 
the plainer, and engrave it in.your Me- 
~ mory the deeper. . 


Poffibly 


cx 


 Poffibly you may think fome of thefé 
too low and trifling, and wifb they ie 


been left out: though others perbaps as 


wife as you may at the fame time think: 


otherwife, and be content to let them 
fland with the refi. But be that as it 


will, you are not to reject All for the 


fake of a Few. For who but an ere 


vant Fool or Madman would. refufe a- 
Bag of good Guineas, becaufée he faw- 


fome Counters among them. 
- Where any thing occurs that is not 


agreeable to your Tafte, there will be no 


hurt done if’ you put it.by, and reach to 
you fomething elfe that you like better : 
For I think I have provided variety e- 


nough of Difbes to gratify, and even: 


compliment Yours, ana every other - 


‘Man’s Palate. . 


If fome Paffages feem toyou Contra-- 


diGious to others; zudge not too faft; 


it may be, when yo have confidered 


them, as they have different Reafons 
and Refpets, you will find them recon- 
cileable enough, at leaft not thwarting: 
as Ecclefiafticus 22. 11. weep forthe 
dead, for he hath loft the Light-—- 

make. 
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make little weeping for the dead, for 
he is at reft. 

I bave held throughout tothe Words 
Thou, Thee, Thy, Thine, becaufe I 
thought it proper Language for a Pa- 
rent and a Preceptor , to exprefs Fami- 
liarity and Kindnefs, and alfo to 
maintain Superiority and Authority. 
And herein I follow the Tranflators of 
the Bible. My Songiveme THINE 
Heart. I will blefS THEE. I am 
the Lord THy God. Tuou fhalt 
have no other gods before me. 


DOCUGGEOOS GS 
Seg ees = ee 


Vivere quifque Dit querit, Bene vivere Nemo: 
At Bene qaifque Poteft vivere, Nemo Dit. 


1 fees) [SH not fo much to live long, as 
to live well. 
iW 2 Since thou art not fure of an 
=¥A| Ciour, throw not away a Minute. 
espe Beware of a fine Tongues 
ft wilt iting thee. ; 
4 Fall not out with a Friend for a trifle. 
Never be weary of weil-doing. 
6 Fly Pleafure; and ’twill follow thee. 
7 Think of eafe, but work on. 
8 Have a care how thy Tongue walks in Il 
Company. 
9 Pay what thou oweft, and fo thoult know 
what’s thy own. 
10 Go to bed with the Lamb, and rife wich the 
Lark. 
11 Wager not where thou maift lof, but canft 
not win. 
12 Play with Children; but let the Saints alone. 
13 Wifhit not done, but do it. 
14 Never intreat a Servant to, dwell with see 
Digitze 30) cS 1y¥ ye 
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15 Of two Evils, always chufe the leaft. 
16 Let no Day pafs without a Line. 7 
17 Confult not too much, ’twill confound thee. 
18 Take the Daughter of a good Mother. . 
- 19 Life will foon be paft; therefore fpend it 
well. . a a 
20 Buy at a Market, and fell ac Home. 
21 Chute nota Friend over thy Cups. 

22 Break not thy Reft for what Concerns thee 
not. : 
23 Never refufe a good offer, things may alter- 

24 Bind fo as thou may’ft unbind. 
25 Wink at fmall Faults; for thou haft great ones. 
26 Speak fair; and think what thou wilt. 
27 Lofe nothing for want of asking. 
23 Do whatthou oughteft ; and come what can. 
29 Make not a Jeft of Truth. 
30 Never chide, or punifh for Anger; but A-. 
mendinent. 
31 Be not provoked by Injuries. to commit- 
them. wth 
32 Do thou drive thy Bufinef$; let not that- 
drive thee. , 
33 Take heed of a reconciled Enemy; and an 
untry’d Friend. 
34. Argue not with an obftinate Man; nor with. 
a Woman. 
35 In all things, have an Eye to Safety. 
. 36 Avoid melancholy, as thou would’ft an evil 
irit. 
is Remember, that Mirth and Mifchief are 
two things. 
38 If thou haft Wit and Learning, get Wifdom 
and Modefty to it. 
39 Permit not thy felf to think of what. thou 
may'ft not ac. 
40 If thou would’ft keep fafe, {peak ill of none. 
41 Have 
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41 Have nothing to do with Friends Enemies. 
42 While thou art eating and drinking, devour 
not Time alfo. 
43 Give a grateful Man more than he asks. 
44 Buy not of a rich man, nor {ell to a Friend. 
45 Deny ftiffy; if thou denieft at all. 
46 Jelt fo as it may not end in fad carneft. 
47 Eat to pleafe thy felf,; wear cloaths to pleafe 
others. , 
8 Do good, and mind not to whom: Do ill, 
an take heed. 
49 Not only be good; butalfo fhew thou art fo. 
50 Be not Partner with a Mifer. 
51 Truft not him, who thinks thou haft wrong- 
ed him. 
52 Pay all thou oweft; and thy Heart will leave 
aking. 
53 If thou giveft a Jeft, take a Repartec. 
54, Truft not him that feems a Saint. 
55 Tellnot thy Secrets behind a Wall or Hedge. 
56 Praife thy Friend, and not thy felf. 
57 Be not lazy; and thou fhalt have no occa- 
fion to with. 
58 Lay up while young; and thou fhale find it 
when old. 
59 Speak well of the dead, who cannot anfwer 
for themfelves. 
60 If ir be poffibie, live in Peace with all Men. 
61 Chufe fuch Pleafures, as recreate much, and 
coft little. 
62 If thou diftrufteft thy felf; thou wert beft 
keep fence. 
63 Know the Secrets of thy own Houfe, but ot 
no bodies elfe. 
5 64. Think upon the Reward of Sin; and fear the 
evil. 
65 Rather defpife Death than hate Life. 
I : 66 Make 
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_ 66 Make no certain Promife of what is uncer- 
tain. ; 
67 Accufe not fortune, when thou art in fault 
thy felf. 


68 Atagood Table thou may’ft be at School. 
69 If thou canft not bear Evil, never think of 
Preferment. 
7o Ask enough; thou mayft fall at pleafure. 
71 Keep Flax from Fire; and Youthfrom Wine. 
72 Better give one Shilling, then lend and lofe 
twenty. 
73 Lay things by; they may come to ufe. 
74 Commend not thy Wife, Wine, nor Horfe. 
75 Beware of an ill Breed. 
76 Care not for what thou can’ft not have. 
77 Better buy dear to have of thy own, than 
borrow. 
73 Be old betimes, that thou may’ft be fo long. 
79 In all Extremities fly Bafhfulnets. 
80 Forget others Faults, and remember thy own. 
81 Better be alone, than in bad Company. 
- Slight fmall Injuries, and they'll become none 
at all. 
83 Learn by others Vices how filthy thy own 
are. 
84 If thou wilt be cured of thy Ignorance, 
contefs it. 
85 Learn to Suffer what thou canft net Avoid. 
86 Value thy felf, if thou wouldeft be valued by 
others. 
_ 87 Attempt nothing, for which thou dareft not 
pray to God. 
83 Be more careful of thy Con/cience; than of 
thy Likate. 
© $5 Seek not to be Rich, bat Happy. 
90 Exaiperate none, when thou canft pofibiy 
avoid it, 


ot Be- 
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9i Beware of thofe, who call themfelves Friends. 
92 Entertain no Thoughts, that bluth in Words. 
93 Keep thy Heart Clofe; and thy Counte- 
nance Open. 
- 94 Tella Friend his Faults; but donot blaze them. 
95 Word it with none; foolifh Heats may be 
kindled. 
96 Love thy Friend; but look to thy flf. 
97 Give no Counfel to thofe, that think they 
Need it not. 
98 Meddle not, where thou haft nothing to do. 
.69 Endeavour to make thy own Company plea- 
faint to thee. 
100 Envy ‘no Man’s Talent; but Improve thy 
Own. 
tot Since Joys are fo uncertain; take Gladnefs 
when. it comes. 
to2 Commit no Bufinefs of Importance to a 
joker. 
103 Never ule defperate Remedies, but in def- 
perate Cafes. : 
104 Be neither foolifhly Bathful, nor naufcoufly 
Confident. 
105 Take heed that thy Liberality prove not 
mere Vanity. 
105 When thou haft no Obfervers; be afraid of 
thy Self. 
to7 Study thy feif mof, and ofteneft of any. 
Subject. 
108 Hate Vice, tho’ in thy beft Friend. 
tog Confider not fo much who fpeaks, as what 
is. fooken. 
110 Think how Sid chou mult one Day be 
ix Promi Gittl, and do Much; fo fhale 
thou have Than's. 
t12 Keep Conall thy fe? Grit, 


473 Bear wih Evil, and expe 


ri Bet- 
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114. Better pafs a Danger once, than be always 
in Fear. 
115 Ufe the Means, and truft God for Succefs. 
116 Think not to reform the Times by Mona- 
ftical Rules. 
117 Prove thy Friend, before thou haft need of 


him. : 

118 Take heed of being Caught with good 
Words. 

119 Endeavour to do fo well, that others may 
Envy thee for it. 

120 Do good to thy felf, and thine; and then 
to others if thou canft. 

121 Let a fturdy Beggar have a ftout Denial. 

122 Weigh thy Neighbour in the fame Ballance 
with thy felf. 

123 Be fure of Matter of Fa& before thou en- 
quireft into the Caufe. 

124. Never do that to Morrow, which thou 
canft as well do to Day. 

125 Love other Men, Praife the Good, and 
Pity the Bad. 

126 Makc the Beft of a bad Bargain. . 

127 Beware of Had I witft. 

128 Study Sicknefs in Health; and old Age in 
Youth. 

129 So Refpec& others, as never to neglect thy 

1F. 


130 Do thy utmoft to rid thy felf of Contention.’ 

131 Be not hafty to Outbid another. 

132 Forgive Any fooner than thy Self. ~ 

133 Spend and be free; but make no waft of 
thy Eftate. 

134 Fear the worft; the Beft will fave it felf. 
as Do as moft do; and Few will {peak ill of 
thee. 


136 Take 


eae 


136 Take Time while time Is; for Time will 
away. 

137 If thou angereft a Fool, look to thy felf. 
138 Remember there is a Witnefs every where. 
139 Stay for Praife, till others give it. 

140 If thou wouldeft keep a Friend, make ufe 
of him. 

141 Do as little as thou canft of things to be 
repented of. 

"x42 At a great Penny-worth paufe a while. 

143 Pay Servants their Wages; elfe they'll pay 

‘them(elves. 

_ 144 When thou telleft News, engage not for 

the ‘Truth of it. 

145 Command thy Wealth; elfe that will Com- 
mand thee. 

146 Believe not ail are Evil, that are ill fpoken of. 

147 Boaft not thy felf of that which is another 
Mans. ; 
_ 148 Praife litle; but Difpraife Lefs. 

149 Be merry without foolifh Laughter. ° 

150 Be Thoughtful; but not Heavy. 

15 Firft Deterve, and then Defire. 

152 Give to the Needy ; yet not fo as to need 
thy felf. ; 

153 Avoid being Arbitrator between two of thy 

Friends; °° 
154 Be not too much out-done in Courtefy. 

“155 Read much; bat not many things. 
156 In ail Difputes take care to come off hand- 
fomly. 
157 Never gratify, nor promife much in a jolly 
our. 
158 Take care for the Future, fo asto enjoy the 

Prefent. j 

159 Let not thy Sincerity degenerate into Sim- 


plicity. 
B 160 Let 
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160 Let not thy Wifdom run into bafe Craft. 

161 Neither hear, nor tell Secrets. 

162 Accuftom thy felf to do well upon all oc- 
.€afions. 

163 Confent to Common Cuftom; but not to 
Common Folly. 

164. Meddle not with others Bufinefs; and thy 
own will go well. 

165 Love moft; Pity fome; Hate none. . 

166 Be fo true to thy f{elf; as not to be falfe to 
others. 

, 167 Truftthy felf; and another fhall not betray 
‘thee. 
168 Have but little to do; but do it thy {elf 
and do it well. 

169 In Life, be rather bountiful than prodigal. 

170 Neither oppofe, ner defpife what thou doft 
not underftand. 

171 Give Tribute. ‘but not Oblations to hu- 
man Wifdom. 

172 Imitatea good Man; but don’t Counterfeit 

im. 


173 Never provoke thofe who are eafily able to 
undo thee. 

174. Efpoufe not quickly the Quarrels of Rela- 
tions, or Friends. 

175 Let the News thou telleft be rather ftale, 
than falfe. 

176 Thou art God’s Patient; prefcribe not to 
thy Phyfician. 

177 In things that muft be; thou muft be re- 
folute. 

178 Either be filent, or fpeak fomething that is 
better. 

179 Deliberate long of what thou canft do but 
“ence, 


180 Be- 
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180 Believe me: New Favours feldom cancel 
old Injuries. 
181 Give thy Purfe, rather than thy Time. 
182 Lay by a Referve for Accidents and Age. 
183 Rather fly to a Friend, than a Brother for 
a Kindness. 
184 Keep not a Servant out of Kindnefs; but 
to do thy Bufinefs. 
185 Offer not at every Thing; for then thoul’t 
excell in Nothing. 
186 Teilnot thy Secret to thy Servant; he'll then 
be thy Mafter. 
187 Guard thy {elf once from thy Enemy, but 
twice from thy Friend. 
188 Let no ill Reports difcourage thy good 
Actions. 
189 Ufe thy felf to the beft Rules, but be no 
Slave to them. 
190 Clear not thy felf till thou art accufed. 
191 Spare when thou art Young, and {pend 
when thou art Old. 
192 What cannot be altered muft be born, not 
blamed. 
193 Do well, and boaft not: Win Honour, and 
wear it well. 
194 Have many Acquaintance, one Friend, and 
no Enemy. 
195 Do it well, that thou may’ft not do it twice. 
‘ 96 Refitt at firft; and thou fhalt overcome at 
lat. 
197 Let not the Courtier in thee fupplant the 
Friend. 
198 If thou intendeft to keep it fecret, tell it 
not me. ; 
199 Talk better; or hearken more. 
200 Borrow not too much upon Time to come. 
201 Let thy Trouble tarry, till its Day comes. 
; B2 202 Keep 
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- 202 Keep thy Tongue if thou wouldeft keep 
‘thy Friend. 
203 Sacrifice not thy Confcience to God Mam- 
mon. 
20g. Let not thy Virtue be troublefome to the 
cone: 
205 Ceafe to be Vicious; and thowt ceafe to 


i 
206 Do all thou canft to be good; and thou’lt 
be fo. 
_ 207 Endeavour for the beft; and provide a- 
gaint the wortt. ; 
~ 208 Pretend not to govern others, till thou canft 
rule thy felf. i 
209 Act as if God were at one Hand, and 
Death at the other. 
210 Reveal not all, but keep a Referve for 
thy felf. 
211 Let Juftice hold the Balance, and Mercy 
turn the Scale. 
212 Make other Mens Shipwracks thy Sea- 
marks. a , 
213 It’s wife not to feck a Secret ; and honeft 
not to reveal it. 
214 Better break thy Word, than do worfe in 
keeping it. 
215 Come not to Counfel uncalled. 
216 If thou would’it have it done, Go; if not, 
Send. 
217 Do it well, and none will ask how long 
’rwas a doing. 
218 Leave the Court before that leave thee. 
219 Do the likelyeft, and hope the betft. 
220 Believe not all that fay they Pity thee. 
221 Write with the Learned; .and pronounce 
with the Vulgar. 
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222 Pick not Mifery out of Anothers Profpe 
rity. 

an Dare to be Good, though the World Laugh 
at thee. 

224 Rather fuffer wrong, than do it. 

225 Better ftay at Home, than travel with 
Thieves. 

226 Lay not out thy Money to buy Repen- 
tance. 

227 Think not to Reap in Seed-Time ; or Sow 
in Harve. 

228 If thou intendeft to keep thy Friend, fcc 
him often.. 

229 Infule not a Man, when thou hait got the 
better of him. 

230 Count like a Yew; but pay like a good 
Chriftian. 

231 Spend the Day well, and thou'lt rejoice at 
Night.’ 

232 If thou wouldeft be borne with, bear swith 
others. 

233 When thou dof ill, don’t excule it work. 

234 Beware of Flim, whom God hath marked. 

235 Lofe not Opportunitics, and happy Mi- 
nutes. 

236 Have not to do with any Man in his 
Paffion. ; 
237 Either live, or die with Honour. - 

238 Marry above thy Match, and thou’: get 
a Mafter, 

239 Pray to God to help thee; and then put 
thy Hand to the Work. 

240 Seek much, and get fomeching; feck little, 
and get nothing. 

241 Do good if thou expectelt to receive any. 

242 Stay a while to make an ead the fooner. 


B 3 243 When 
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243 When Fortune promifes, take her at her 

ord. 

244 Let ic not be openly difcovered, that thou 
art Secret. 

245 Weigh right, and fell dear. 

246 Do as well as thou canft; and thou doeft 
well. 

247 Wear good Cloaths; and they will carry 
theeto Court. 

248 Pay well, and thou wilt never want Work- 
men. 
= 249 Rather go to Bed Supperlefs, than rife in 

ebt 


250 Bea Friend to thy felf; and others will be 
fo too. 
251 Try how the Ice will bear. before thou 
ventureft too far. 
252 Do well; and fear neither Man nor Devil. 
253 In all things, take careto End well. 
254. Command foolifhly; and thou fhalt be. 
obeyed accordingly. 
255 If thou givelt cuftomarily to the Vulgar, 
thou’it buy trouble. 
256 Thou wert better refufe quite, than Pro-. 
rife, and not Perform. 
257 Servants fhould put on Patience, when they 
pur on Liveries. 
258 Avoid Singularity ; it’s inconfiftent with Ci- 
vil Society. 
259 Love nothing fo Violently, as to let the Lofs 
of it undo thee. 
260 Love thy Friend; but do nothing unwor- 
thy for their fakes. 
261 Put notthy Hand between Brethren; they 
will fall upon thee. 
262 Spit net againft Heaven ; ‘twill fall back in 
thy own Face. 
263 Search 
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263 Search not a Wound too deep; left thou 
’ make it worfe. 
264 Defire Panegyrick ; but play not the Ora- 
tor thy feif. 
265 Employ thy Time well, if thou meaneft to 
gain Leifure. ; 
266 Make Contcience of little Sins; and thou'lt 
avoid the greater. 
267 Study more how to die, than how to live. 
268 Evermore create as few Troubles to thy 
felf, as thou cart. 
269 Stand thou upright; though the World 
turn up-fide down. ; 
270 Seek till thou findeft. and thoult not lofe 
thy Labour.. 
271 Keep good Company, and the Devil will © 
not dare to make one: ; 
272 Take heed of fwallowing Honey Word; 
too faft. 
273 Read not Books alone; but Man alfo; and 
ehiefly thy Self. 
274 Confider not fo much what thou haft, as 
what others want. 
275 Prize not thy felf for what thou hat; but 
by what thou dof. . 
276 Never deny a Pardon; that harts not the 
Giver, nor Receiver. 
277 Be as careful of what thou fay’t; as of 
what thou haft. 
278 Let another Man's Paffion be a Lecture 
to thy Reafon. 
279 Do not, even thy Enemy, all the Difcour- 
tefies thou canft. 
280 If any praife thee; yet remember to be thy 
own Judge, 
"281 If thou wilt not be counfelled, thou canft 
not be helped. 
By 282 Let 
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282 Let not thy Will roar, when thy Power 
can but whiiper. 
283 If thou putteft on the publick Gown, put 
off the ptivate Perfon. 
284 Retrench thy Defires, inftead of increafing 
thy Subitance. 
285 If thou injureft Confcience, ’twill have its 
Revenge upon thee. 
286 Obierve Seafons, ef thou wilt over-run ° 
Opportunities. 
287 Be not fo angry, as to give thy felf a Box 
on the Ear, 
288 When thou haft no Frond near, thou 
raayft praife thy felf. ; : 
2%9 Elear not ill cf a Friend ; nor fpeak any of 
an Enemy. 
299 Whenever thou art iced, put agood Face 
upon the Matter. 
291 Never deceive a Fricnd; unlefs it be ap- 
parently for his Good. 
292 Deferve well; and there’s room enough in 
tne W orld for Praife. 
293 Employ not a great deat of Care and Ex- 
actnefs aboat a Trifle. 
294 When thou buyeft, fufpect Ornaments and 
Cominendations. 
295 Difpofe not thy felf to much Eafe; bist to 
much Patience. 
296 Always fpeak Truth; but not at all times 
the whole Truth, 
297 If thou meaneft togive, fay not, Wilt thou 
_ have this? 
298 Be ready to do ali ordinary Kindnefs to ail 
Men. 
299 Be not fo much at the Devoiion of others, 
as not to be at thy own. 


300 Ven- 


i aes 


300 Venture thy Opinion ; but not thy felf for 
thy Opinicn.. P 

301 If thou promifeft, delay not; for that lofeth 
all Thanks, : yy 

302 Never ask Advice, unlefs thou meaneft to 
weigh it. , 
‘303 Keep good Company; and thou fhalt be 
one of the Number. 

204 Wina Game of thy Friend; and drink our 
the Winning prefently. 

305 Love thy Friend with all his Faults; no 
body hath Perfection. 

306 Be affured thou wilt never getthy Revenge 
upon a great Man. 

207 Rely not on another, when thou canft as 
well do it thy felf. 

308 Keep Company with fuch as may make 
thee wifer and better. 

309 Let the Bent of thy Thoughts be, to mend 
thy felf, rather than the World. 

310 If thou wouldeft enjoy much Peace, fre- 
quently think over thy own Concerns. 

311 Be fuch an one in thy Life, as thou wilt 
with to be at Death. 

312 No Man is without Faults; yet endeavour 
thou to have none. 

313 In many things, Audi, Vide, Tace: Hear, 
See, and hold thy Tongue. 

314 Yield to Reafon where-ever it: appears: 
Reafon is a facred Thing. 

315 Be filent, where Reafon is not regarded, and 
Truth is diftaftful. 
_ 316 Marry thy Sons when thou wilt: Thy 
Daughters when thou cant. 

317 Be neither too fevere, nor too merciful : 
Chufe a Rational Mean. 


Bs 3x8 Let 
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. 318-Let not thy Obfervation of others hinder 
thee from examining thy felf. 
. 319 If thou wilt reap Comfort in Adverfity, fow- 
it in Profperity. 

320 If thou wilt ask every bodies Advice, thou: 
fhait have no Advice. 

321 Fill the hungry Poor with good things,.and’ 
thou fhalt never want Bread. 

322 Thou fhouldeft. ask the World leave, be- 
fore thou commendeft thy felf. 
_ 323 Believe not all thou heareft; nor fpeak all: 
thou believeft. 

324. If thou laugheftat thy own Sport ; the Com-. 
pany will laugh at thee. 

325 In Controverfy, fay not all thou canft; but 
all that is neceffary. b 

326 Bear witnef rather againft Friendfhip than- 
Trauth.. 

327 Contend not with Fools, paffionate Men, 
Superiors, nor Women. 

328 Make not thy Friends too cheap to thee ; 
nor thy felf tothy Friend. 

329 Freely receive Courtefies, where thou know- 
et how to requite them. 

330 Wouldeft thou find out Secrets; feek them 
in Grief, and in Pleafure- 

331 Marry thy Daughters betimes, left they 
marry themfelver.. 

332 Leta Horfe drink where he will ; but not: 
when he will. 

333. Give not others ill Words, they will prove: 
railing at thy felf. ate 

. 334, Tf thou wouldeftknow a Man, layhis Words. 
and Actions together. 


335 Let thy Gifts be fuch as thy Friend de-. 


Rights in. 


336 Learr, 
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336 Learn fuch Things when thou art Young, 
as may ftead thee when Old. 

337 Whenever thou feeft thy Kindred, make- 
much of thy Friends. 

338 Neither praife, nor difpraife thy felf; thy 
Actions will do it enough. 

339 Beware of him that is flow to Anger; Re-.- 
venge is in his Breaft. 

340 Learn to hold thy Tongue. Five Words; 
colt Zacharias Forty Weeks Silence. 

342 Never provoke the Fury of Bigots, by ex- 
pofing their Sentiments. 

30 Be fo wife as to be thy own Counfellor ; 
and then to keep thy own Counfel. 

343 Serve well; and then thou needeft not be 
afhamed to ask good Wages. 

344 Weigh not every Syllable thou {peakeft, as — 
in a Goldfinith’s Scales. 

345 Be always at Home with thy felf, and 
Matter there. This is a great Point. 

346 Avoid being a great Man’s Confidenc; this . 
hath ruined many. 

347 Be thy own Friend; and then thou mayft: 
be able to live alone. 

348 Out of thy Acquaintance chufe Familiars ; 
Out of thofe pick a Friend. 

349 Employ not-all thy Capacity, nor fhew all: 
thy Strength at every Turn. 

350 Bé not too much obliged-to any Man: 
but leaft of all to Great Men. 

351 Endeavour more to know thy felf; than to 
be known by others. 

352 Be content to accept of Truth, though it. 
comes from the Father of Lies. 

353 Affect not being much feen; and Men will. 
- lefs fee thy weaknefs, . 


354,Min- 
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354 Mitruft no Man without Caufe; nor be 

credulous without Proof. 
y In Company reftrain Paffion : Hearkers 

much, and fpeak little. 

356 Bear with Patience what thou canft not re- 
medy with Prudence. 

357 If thou contendeft with Fools, thou’lt be in 
the fame Parallel. 

358 Suppofe all the Auditors Enemies, when thou 
difpraifeft any. 

359 Let not Ceremony, or Civility, at any 
time hinder Bufinefs. 

360 Truft not him entirely, or too foon, whom 
thou haft difobliged. 

361 Believe not eafily ill Reports concerning 
cither thy felf, or others. 

362 Search not Authors, to fay what thou canft 
as well fay thy felf. 

363 3 Be not fo much afhamed of an Indecent, 
as of a Criminal Thing. 

364 Be aihamed to do, what thou wouldeft be 
afhamed to be taken in. 

365 Act nothing in furious Paffion; it’s putting 
to Sea ina Storm. 

366 That which thou defi oneft to do well, 
fpeedily put in Practice. 
_ 367 Difpute not againft common Cuftom ; that 
is fighting the whole ‘World. 

368 Neither praife nor difpraife, till Seven Chrift- 
maffes be over. * 

369 Get what thou canft of a bad Paymatter ; 
though it be but a Straw. 

379 If thou wouldeft make a good w ill; make 
it in time of Health. 

371 Drive not too many Plows at one time 5 
feme will make foul Work. 

372 Set nor up for a Critick; for that is gi- 
ving a Challenge to the whole World. 373 
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373 Give not up thy felf to Indolence; want ot 
Care is want of Virtue. 
. 374 Learn how to refufe Favours. This is a 
great, and very ufeful Art. 
. 373 Shun Engagements. This is one of the 
chief Maxims of Prudence. 

376 Be ready to hear Counfel: Quick to con- 
trive, but flow to propofe. 
:_ 377 Nothing but Truth before the Face: No- 
thing but Good behind the Back. 

378 If thou art a Mafter, be fometimes Blind ; 
if a Servant, fometimes Deaf. . 

379 Never tell what thou oweft, what thou hait, 
or what thou canft do. 

380 In Cafes of Importance, if thou canft not 
fay enough, fay nothing. 

381 Maintain thy Opinions without Heat; and 
hear others without Trouble. . 

382 If thou haft not Senfe enough to fpeak ; 
have Wit enough to hold thy Tongue. 

383 Tell a Friend a Lie, and if he keep Coun- 
fel thou mayft tell him the Truth. 

384 Take heed of an ill Woman; and truft a 
» Good one with nothing. 

385 Make the Night Night, andthe Day Day: 
And thou'lt live well. 

386 Let us lay afide Fathers, and Grandfathers; 
and be good our felves. : 

387 Keep out of Frays; and fo thou'l be nei- 
ther Principal, nor Witnefs. 

388 If thou art cheated by a great Man; lof 
thy Money, and fay nothing. F 

389 Bear patiently with the Defedts of others; 
and labour to amend thy own. 
-_ 390 Play not about the utmoft Limits of Good; 
thou'lt be apt to skip over into Evil. 


391 Send 
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391 Send not up to God fuch Prayers, as thou 
dareft not publifh to the World. - 
392 There will quickly be an end of thee. 
Think what will become of thee hereafter. -. 

‘393 To him that can take away what thou aft, 
give readily what he asketh. 

394 Take no part with Scandalizers; thouknow- 
eft not thy Turn among them. ; 

395 Rejoice nor at the Fall of thy Enemies: 
thou knoweft not thy own End. ‘ Wee, Oe 

396 Grieve not at thy prefent Condition; but 
labour toamend it, or bear it. 

397 Labour as much to cure thy felf of a. 
Fault, as thou wouldeft of a Fever. 

398 If thou makeft others afraid of thy Wit; 
thou hadit need be afraid of their Memory. 

399 Confider not fo much with whom to be 
converfant, as of whom to beware. 

400 Pray not fo much for fair Weather, or 
Rain; as that thou mayft deferve it. 

. 401 Thou canft not enjoy all things; therefore 
deny thy felf many things. 

4e2 Let the Bufinefs of the World be thy Cir- 
cumference; but thy felf the Centre. 

403 Make not an excule before it be time; for 
that is to accufe thy felf. 

404 If thou wouldeft be eiteemed,.efteem not 
thy felf fo as to contemn others. 

405 Envy not thofe that know more than thy 
felf; but pity any that know lef. 

406 Confider not what might have been done; 
but what is now to be done. 

407 If thou intendeft to grant; ftay not til Im- 
portunity wreft it from thee. 

- 408 Whatever thou feeft laudable in others, en+ 
deavour. to attain thy felf.. 


409 Jn, 
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409 In thy choice of Company, let not thy Af 
fection fhame thy Judgment. 

410 Be not thy own Parafite ; then’twill be eafy 
to efcape others Flattery. 

411 So live with Man, as if God faw thee: So 
pray to God as if Men faw thee.. 

412 Read, but flight not Meditation; and me- 
ditate, but flight not Reading. 

‘413 Do thou but do thy beft; and then thou 
mayft defy the Devil-to do his worft. 

414, Thou canft not fpend thy time better, than: 
in learning how to fpend it well. 

415 Whatever thou undertakeft, fo do ir as if 
it were to come to the Knowledge of all Men. 

416 Let thy Prayers be as frequent as thy Wants ; 
and thy Thankfgivings as thy Bleffings. 

417 Govern thy Life, and Thoughts, as if the 
whole World were to fee the one, and read the 
other. 

re Give as thou wouldeft receive, chearfully 
and quickly, without hefitation, or bargaining. 

419 Truft not to the Kindnefs of the common. 
People; there is no Faith, or Conftancy in them. 

429 Never condemn a Friend unheard; with- 
out letting him know his Accufer, or Crime. 

421 Pardon all Offences, where there is any: 
fign of Repentance, and hope of Amendment. 

422 Look as much into the Intention of lim 
that Praifes thee, as of him that Calumniates thee. 

423 If thou Kaft a loitering Servant, fend him: 
of thy Errand juft before Dinner. 

424 If one {peaks thee fair, and loves thee not; 
fpeak him fair, and truft him not. 

425 Never efpoufe a bad Caufe, in fpight to an 
Adverfary,. who hath taken the better Side. 

426 Count the World not an Inn, but an Hof- 
pital; anda Place not.to live in, but to die in. 

427 Mea- 


. 
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427 Meafure the Ends of all Counfels; though 
uttered by never fo intimate a Friend. 

428 Sufpect every Act of an Enemy, though 
there appears no apparent Reafon for it. 

429 Doall thou canft to take care of thy felf; 
but without difturbing Anxiety. 

430 Let thy Failings, and thy Faults be thy Se- 
crets. Endeavour to mend them, but notto pub- 
lith them, ; zo 

431 Jf thou giveft thy felf to be the Compani- 
on of Vice; in the end thou'lt be the Slave of ir. 

432 Examine thy felf narrowly, if thy own Cours 
fes are not the Caufe of thy Croffes. ase 

3 Propofe good Things; follow good Coun- 
fels; and leave the reft to Providence. 

434. If thou intendeft to borrow any thing a fe- 
cond Time ; ule it well the firft, and {pecdily re- 
turn it. ae 

435 Upbraid not any one with a Kindnefs grant- 
ed; for that turns a Benefit into an Injury. 

436 Be doing always fomething, that the Devil 
catch thee not at Leifure for him. 

- 437 Venture not to the utmoft Bounds of even 
lawful Pleafures: The Limits of Good and Evil 
oin. 

: 438 Never affirm any thing but what thou art 

very well affured of ; elfe thou art not fafe. 

429 Lend Money to an Enemy ; and thou’lr 
gain him: Lend to a Friend; and thowit lof him. 

440 When thou art in danger of failing into an 
ill Paffion, remember God looketh at thee. 

441 When thou art Calm again, review, exa- 
mine, and rectify what thou didft amiSin Paton. 

442 With-hold not thy Money where there is 
need ; and wafte it not where there is none. 

443 Thou wer’t better pay, and have little left ; 
than to keep much, and be always in debt. 
444 Hos 
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444 Honour the Good, that they may love thee. 
Be civil to the bad, that they may not hurt thee. 

445 Be not niggardly in what cofteth thee no- 
thing ; as Counfel, Countenance, and the like. 

416 Reward a good Servant well; and rather 
quit a bad one, than difquiet thy felf with him. 

447 Mix Kindnefs with Authority; and Rule 
rather by Difcretion, than Rigour. 

448.Never make thy (elf too familiar with Ser- 
vants; and fo thou fhalt have more Service, and 
lefs Trouble. 

449 Never enter into hot Difputes concerning 
Points of Religion, or State Affairs. 

450 Live in perfect Peace with 2!l Men; and 
then thou wilt live the Life of Angels. 

451 Promife thy felf not to live long in Peace; 
if thou converfeft with a Lyar. : 

452 Meafure not Men by Sundays, without re« 
garding what. they do all the Weck afrer. - 

453 Wouldeft thou not be a Fool in others 
Conceit ? Be not wife in thy own. 

454. Obferve thy felf as thy greateft Enemy 
would ‘do: So fhalt.thou be thy greateft Friend. 

455 If thou wouldeft live till thou art old; live 
as if thou wert to die young. 

456 Have a perpetual Amity for thy Friend; 
but love and efteém Virtue more than him. 

457 Refleét not on Perfons in promifcuous 
Company ; thou knoweft not whom thou difobligeft. 

458 Let no Obligation to thy Friend engage 
thee to difpenfe with thy Contfcience. 

459 Thirft after Defert; not Reward. He is 
got a great way, that is got thus far. 

460 Do a KindnefS to a Perfon of Merit; and 
thereby thou'lt do thy felf a greater. 

461 If thou defireft to build up thy own For- 
tune; fet early about it. 

; 462 Plack 
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452 Pluck up Courage enough to follow the 
Bent of thy own Reafon. > 
463 If tne Counfel be Good, thou needeft not 
ftand confidering whence it came. 
464 Rely not too much upon the Honefty of 
untry’d Men; for nothing will undo thee more. 
- 465 Be willing to deferve without -Praife, ra- 
ther than to do il] with Commendation. 
466 Repeat not what may hurt a Man; unlefs 
it be a greater Hurt to others to conceal it. 
467 Liften to all the World, that thou mayft 
not be ignorant of any. of thy Faults. 
468 Let thy Child’s firft Leffon be Obedience: 
and the fecond may be what thou wilt. — 
469 In reading, mind not fo much the Narra- 
tive Part, as the Bufinefs of the Hiftory. 
470 When thou art bufy; let it not be as Do» 
mitian was, in catching of Flies. 
471 It’s good in Writing, that thou leave. the 
beft Bit for the laft. 
472 Borrow not of thy Friend, if thou defireff. 
to preferve his Friendfhip. ~ 
473 Ask not thy Friend for a Cloak, when he 
is out in the Rain with thee. 
474 If thy Friend hath been true to thee in 
Money Matters; thou mayft truft him in others. 
475: Never venture upon an ill Thing, but where 
Hy art fure’' God and Confcience cannot fee 
thee. 
476 Be not too much in any thing. It creates 
Satiety, and makes thee cheap. 
477 In dealing with fubtle Men, interpret their 
Speeches by their Intereft, Aims and Ends. 
478 Lofe not thy own for want of asking for ir; 
twill get thee no ‘Thanks. ; 
479 In giving, confider what Thing, to whom, 
how, where, when, and wherefore thou givett. 
480 If 
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480 If thou difpraifeft him whom thou hateft ; 
fhew it notto the Company that thou art his Enemy. 

481 Be not afhamed to be accounted fingular 
for doing that which thou art affured isthy Duty. 

482 Bring thy {elf to that pafs, that thy Happi- 
nefs may not depend upon another’s Judgment. 

483 Take heed of a pouting Lip; it’s almoft 
always a Sign of a furly, and morofe Humour. 

484 Say not all thou knoweft, nor cenfure all 
thou {eeft, if thou wouldeft live in Peace. 

485 Thou art not only to chufe the leaft of 
neceffary Evils; but out of all Evils to extract 
fomething that is Good. 

486 Among Familiars ufe common Terms, and 
Expreffions ; not fuch as are too far fetched, or 
affected. : 

. 487 Never contradict a Perfon, that is Proud, 
Tefty, or Pofitive; nor a Woman in matter of 
Argument. 

488 Either frequent not the Company of great 
Perfons; or learn to {peak according to their In- 
clinations. 

489 Reject every Temptation at the firft At 
fault; and the Conqueft will be eafy and certain. 

490 Account it no Difgrace to be cenfured of 
oe Men, whofe Favours would be no Credit to 
thee. . 

491 Addi& not thy felf to Poetry. Reputation 
is much oftner loft than gained by Verfe. 

492 Contract perfeét Love with honeft Men: 
But yet be not at odds with others. 

493 Never make thy felf a Friend of a Politi- 
ue or artful Man. He will work only for him- 
feif. 

494 Accufe not one that is not prefent to anfwer 
for himfelf: It’s a poor, fneaking, cowardly, Lafe 
Trick. 

495 Be 
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495 Be refolute in this. Do well for the Love 
of Virtue, and not for the Fear of an Evil Re- 
ort. 
496 Endeavour to have.a comely Grace, in 
holding thy Peace; and a lively Force in {peaking. 

497 Firft get an abfolute Conqueft over thy 
felf; and then thou wilt eafily govern thy Wife. 

498 Be neither too early in the Fathion, nor 
too long out of it, nor at any Time too precifely. 
in it. 

499 Pray often, becaufe thou finneft often. Re- 
pent quickly, becaufe thou may’ft die fuddenly. 

50c What Counfel thou giveft to another, Re- 
gifter carefully: and when the Cafe is thy own, 
follow it. 

50x At {pare Hours read; but be fure ufe Cau-. 

‘tion in thy choice of Books: Elfe.’tis but Time 
mifpent. 
_ §02 Ifthou wouldeft be provident of thy Time, 
make choice of good Company, and. good Books, 
‘' 503 Though the World be wicked; yet thou 
oughteft to perfevere in Well-doing, even among, 
and to wicked Men.. 

504. Have acare of long and obftinate Difputes ; 
bi eafier not to begin them, than to put an end to 
them. — 

505 Give freely to him that deferveth well, 
ard asketh nothing; and that isa way of givingto 
thy {elf 

506 Give no improper Gifts; as Arms to a 
Woman; Books to a Blind Man; or Nets to a 
Student. 

507 It ought to be thy care above all things 
here below, to make thy Life truly pleafant. 

508 In Reprehenfions fo carry thy felf, as that 
the Offender may fee Affection without Arro- 
gaucy. 


509 Work 
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509 Work as though thou wert to live ever: 
W orfhip as if thou wert to die prefently. 

-510 Ute thy felf to dogood Turns. Count up 
all, and thou wut not lofe by ic at laf. 

511 When thou recciveft a Kindnefs remem- 
ber it. When thou reftoreft one forget it. 

512 Endeavour rather to get the Approbation 
of a few good Men, than the Huzza of the Mob. 

513 Refufe not Counlel; it’s neither a Diminu- 
tion of thy Grandeur, nor a Sign of Incapacity. 

"514 Conceit not fo high a Notion of any; as 
to be baihful, and impotent in their prefence. 

515 Its prudent not to give all the Reward at 
once : for dependance had need be kept up. 

516 If the Evil come from Heaven above, ufe 
Patience: If from the World below, Prudence. 

517 Purchafe not Friends by Gifts; when thou 
ceafelt to give, fuch will ceafe to love. 

518 Shake not off thy Spleen and Reafon to- 
gether; and cure no: Melancholy with Madnefs. 

519 When thou haft a mind to Sin; find out 
a Place where God and Confcience cannot {ee 
thee. 

520 Punifh not when thou art angry; for that 
will vex thee when the Fit is over. 

521 If thou beeft Poor, do not fancy it’s only 
for the Rich, who have little cle to do, to be Re- 
ligious and Godly. 

522 If thy Debtor be really Infolvent, do not 
ruin him to get that which will not ruin thee to 
lofe. 

_ §23 Contradiét, not to vex others; that fhews 
an iil Temper, aad provokes moft Perfons; but 
profits no body. 

524 Permit not thy {elf to go beyond, or de- 
fraud thy Brother in any Matter; for the Lord is 
the Avenger of all fuch. ae. 

525 Take 
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525 Take heed: moft Men will cheat without 
Scruple, where they can do it without Fear. 

526 Admonith thy Friend in fecret; and make 
him confider thou doft it fo; but commend him 
openly. 

527 Never let Paffion or Malice make thee re- 
veal that, which Love and Friendfhip before 
bound thee to conceal. 

528 Perform good and virtuous Actions ; though 
thou art affured they fhall never come to the 
World’s Eye. 

529 Thou mayft be more prodigal of Praife 
when thou writeft a Letter; then when thou f{peak- 
eft in Prefence. 

530 Never make queftion of Speaking, when 
thou haft any thing to offer that is better than 
Silence. 

531 Give not thy Enemy Defpair; for it is a 
Weapon more dangerous than Valour itfelf. 

532 Amit the afflicted, if well thou canft: for 
as for Tears, they are but drops of Water: what 
good can they do? 

§33 Accuftom not thy felf to find Faults with 
other Mens Actions; thou art not bound to weed 
their Gardens. 

534 If thy Eftate be but fmall, come feldom into 
pe a but when thou doft, let thy Money go 

teely. 

535 If vulgar Opinion hath lighted the Lamp 
of thy Name; fupply it with thy own Oil, lef it 
go out and ftink. 

536 In the difaftrous Accidents of our Lives} 
when our own Strength and Endeavour cannot 
help us, Patience may. 

537 Meafure Favours by the Motives and real 
Effects; not by External Demontftrations and Ap- 
pearances, 

538 Be 
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- §38 Be not over defirous to be feared: If thou 

exceedeft the true Meafure, thou wilt become 

odious. 

— -§39 If thou groweft difcontented, and falleft 
out with the World, thou’lt take thy Revenge up- 
on thy felf. 

540 If ever thou affecteft Injuftice; let it Be in 
this, that thou mighteft do Courtefies, and receive 
none. 

541 Be not too familiar with thy Servants: at 
firft ic may beget Love, but in the End ’twill breed 
Contempt. 

542 Infult not upon the Affliction of another ; ’its 
Bafenefs in ae of the World; and its Impiety 
in refpect of God. 

543 Thou mayft hate thy Enemies Vices, and 
ill Conditions; yet love his Perfon, both as he is 
a Man, and thy Brother. 

S44. Defpife nothing becaufe it feems weak’: 
The Fly and Locuft have done more hurt, than 
ever the Bears and Lions did. 

+545 Vanquifh thy own Wifhes and Defires, 
and the Chariot of Triumph belorgs more truly 
to thee, than to Ce/ar. 

546 Let Friendfhip creep gently to an height; 
af it rufh to it, it may foon run itfelf out of Breath, 

547 Be not eafily Exceptious, nor rudely Fami- 
liar; the one will breed Contention, the other 
Contempt. 

548 When thou heareft any defamed, do it with 
an averfe Ear, and declining Heart; and leave the 
Relator to himfelf. 

549 Let fome few Friends, and Books, a chear- 
ful Hears and innocent Confcience, be thy con- 
ftant Companions. 

550 Buy what thou haft no need of; and e’re 
long thou fhalt fell what thou canft not be mode 

I 2-08 
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551 In avoiding of Affectation, have a fpecial 
Care not to fall into it, by -affecting not to be af- 
fected. | 

552 Defer not Charities till Death; for certainly 
he that doth fo; is rather Liberal of another Mans 
than his own. ; 

553 Think with thy felf what good will ic be to. 
thee, to have an hundred Times more than thou 
canft ufe. 

§54. Refufe not to hear the Advice even of a 
Servant, or aPoor Man, though thou followeft ic 
not. ; ; 

“555 If thou wouldeft conceal thy Secret from 
thine Enemy; reveal it not to thy Friend. 

556 If thou letteft a Fool play with thee at 
home, he'll do fo with thee in the Market too. 

‘ §57 Thou mayft be more happy than ever was 
Alexander, or Cafar, if thou wilt be more vir- 
tuous. — ~ 3 

558 Endeavour to live fo as not to be feared of 

thy Inferiors, nor to be defpifed of thy Superiors. | 
9 In bargaining, thou art to avoid not only | 
what is falfe, but alfo that which deceives. | 

560 If thou wouldeft pleafe the Ladies, thou 
muft endeavour to make them pleafed with them- 
felves. 

[ 561 Never expect any Affiftance, or Confola- 
ion in thy Neceffities, from drinking Compani- 
ons. 

562 If thou wilt live comfortably, let God 
alone with his Providence, and Men with their 
Rights. 

563 When thy Hand hath done a good A&, 
ask thy Heart whether it was: well done. 

564 Make not too much of any Man at firft; 
becaufe thou canft not hold out that proportion. 


565 Speak 
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565 Speak not ill of thy Neighbour, left thou 
hear that which will not fail to trouble thee. 

§66 Thou mayft believe a Man when he pro- 
mifes what may turn to his own Advantage. 

567 In Company do not tell thy Dreams; nor 
thy Wives good Qualities; nor thy Childrens witty 
Sayings. 

568 Do well, and thou fhaft be well fpoken of; 
if not now, yet by thofe that fhall come after. 

569 If thou wouldeft try any ones virtuous Ge- 
Nnerofity, commend him to his Face: fee how he 
takes it. 

570 In time of Affault, look about thee where 
thy Weaknefs lies; and thither fend Forces. 

571 Strive not with thy Parents, nor with great 
Men, though thou art never fo much in the 
right. 

er Never engage thy felf to the World, but 
in proportion to the fhort Duration of Life. 

73 Forfake the World before it forfake thee; 
Ba ce all things to be agreeable to God, before 
thou come before him. 

574. Avoid the Friendfhip of a Fool: when he 
defigns to ferve thee, he'll do thee a Mifchief. 

575 Apply not thy felf too earneftly and too 
eagerly to thy Bufinefs. Many Enterprizes have 
been prejudiced by this. 

576 If thou fhouldeft have the Misfortune to 
be obliged te beg Pardon; do it quickly, to avoid 
the Blame of Obftinacy. 

577 Whenever thou artadmitted to agreat Man, 
let thy Compliment be fhort, {peak little, and re- 
tire foon. 

578 Avoid Law Suits: They are a Fire which 
Men have much ado to extinguifh when once it is 
kindled. 


Cc 579 Sel- 
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579 Seldom give Advice, unlef thou art asked ; 
{pecially to thofe thar feem uncapable, or unwil- 
ling to receive it. 

580 Be always miftruftful of the Advice, which 

_is agreeable to thy Defire; and confider the Reafon 
‘of it. 

~s8r So long as thy Confcience fhews thee any 

Failures, defift not till thou haft mended all that is 
-amifs. 

82 Be circumfpect in all thou fpcakeft or 
doeft; as if thy Enemies ftood at thy Elbow over~ 
ooking thee. 

583 If thy Bufinefs be perplexed, ‘divide ‘it; and 
-Jook upon all its Parts. and Sides. 

84If thou loveft thy ‘Friend, praife, him not 
‘too much; ’twill Conjure up the Devils of Envy —— 
and Detraction. ° ee 
585 As to Civil Carriage in commen Things 
-of Life, to ftrike or pinch.a Man is.a Clown's 
Salutation. 

' -586 Let not the Authority of the Speaker per- 
‘fuade thee,’ but the’ Reafon he brings. 

587 Beware of.him. that is flow to Anger: He 
is angry for fomething, and will not be pleafed for 
nothing. ; 

588 Let thy Difcourfe be fuch as thy Judgment 
may maintain, and thy Company may deferve. 

§89 Let.not thy Laughter handfel thy own Jeft ; 
left while thou laugheft at it, the Company laugh 
at thee. 

oxlive fo, that when Death comcs, you may 
embrace like Friends, not encounter like Enemies. 
~ 591 Never do Evil, that Good may come there~ 
by 3 for that would be ferving the Devil, that God 
might ferve thee. 
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“592 I advife thee to vific thy Relations and’ 
Friends; but I advife thee not to live too near 
then. 3 

593 Be not proud, no noteven of Well-doing; 
for the Judgment of God is far differing from that 
‘of Men. ; 

’ §94 Speak as feldom as may be of thy felf: If 
thou praifeft thy felf, i’s Arrogance; if thou di 
praifeft, it’s Folly. 

595 Endeavour, by all honeft Means, to get, 
and keep the Love of every one: It’s better to be 
beloved than admired. 

596 Make not thy Servant privy to either thy 
Infirmities, Failures, or Wants and Neceflities. 

597 When a great Man {peaks ro thee kinder 
than he was wont, confider Things; for affure thy 
felf it is not for nothing. 

598 Venture not upon a known Sin, though ” 
never fo little; that willharden, and encourage thee 
to more and greater. 

599 If thou wouldeft live happily ; neither truft 
to good Fortune, nor fink under bad. 

600 If thou hopeit to pleafe All, thy Flopes are 
- vain: If thou feareft to difpleafe fume, thy Fears 
are idle. ' 

Got Bz contented with a little, and then thou 
haft enough: If thou complaineft, thou haft too 
much. 

6o2 If thou haft corrupted a Man to thy Inte- 
refts; never believe he will be true to them 

603 Conform where thou mayft innocerftly, to 
the Times and Company. This is the North Stars 

of Prudence. 

’ - Go4 If thou wouldeft check a Report, defpile 
: fe thou goelt about to ftop it, “twill run the 
after. 
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605 Never be afhamed to change for the better 
‘Opinion ; but then be fure it be better, before thou 
changeit. 

605 Truft not a good Caufe, fo as to neglect 
is Means; that would be Prefumption, not 
Piety. 

ion If thou wile not Ad till thou canft get 

“through all Objections, thou mayft lie fill, and do 
snothing. i 

— 608 Abftain not only from: the actual Doing of 
an Injury; but even from the leaft Thought of 


it. 

. 609 Thou mayft the better be flow of Eelief, 
and give no Offence, if thou be’{t without the Spi- 
‘rit of Contradiction. 

610 Shew no Excellence to an Ignorant; for 
he will contemn that, whereof he is uncapable. 

611 If thou adopteft another’s Lie; thou fheweft 
eg wouldeft willingly have been its proper Fa~ 
ther. 

-€12 I would have thee never go to the Wars, 
but when the Muskets.are charged with Cypus 
Powder. e 

613 When thou feeft any doing ill, prefently 
ask thy felf, Have not I dome thelike? or as bad ? 

614 Never commit the Execution of a Defign 
to him, that had been unwilling to approve of it. 

615 If thou refufeft Reconciliation, when truly 
offered, thou art ftubborn; but not brave, nor 
wife, nor good. 

616 Learn to live well among ill Men; till 
thou haft attained that Art, thou knoweft not how 
to live in the World. 

617 Slip not the Memory of thing; paft. Hut 
‘band the prefent Time; and without any difquiet. 
wprovide for the future. 


618 If 
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613 If thou wouldeft not be fpoke ill of; learn 
the Art of either fpeaking well; or at leaft, not ill 
of any. 

619 Have nothing to do with any Family, tho’ 
never fo great, where the Devil is Afajor Dowo, 
and rules all. 

620 Prepare for thy {elf fuch Riches, as may, 
when thy Ship is broken, {wim and efcape to Land 
with thee. 

621 Take heed, in the Beginning, what thou 
granteft: For one Inconvenience bringeth on ano- 
ther. 

622 When thou talkef with a Stranger, be not 
too full of Communication, till thou knoweft 
him. 

623 If thou wouldeft Play, or Wreftle well;- 
thou fhouldeft do. it with thofe that do it better 
than thou. 

624 Be fober, and chafte among young Folk, 
that they may learn of thee. And among cli, 
that thou mayft learn of them. 

625 Make no frivolous Excufes, they difoblize 5 
but a Denial with a plain Reafon,. often fends a- 
way the Petitioner farisfied. 

626 Let it be thy conftant Perfuafion, that there 
is no Evil, but hath fomething of Good lying un-- 
der its Bark. 

627 Tell nothing to him that thou thinkeft will 
not believe thee; for he will think ill of thee, and 
defpife thee. 

628 Avoid cuftomary Chafing; in time “twill 
become Nature, and render thee defpicable, and 
make thy Life uncomfortable. 

629 Ask nothing of him whom thou, believes 
will not grant: “twill make him hate thee, and can 
do thee no good. 


Gx 390 Be. 
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630 Be not over-Covetous and Carking. It’s 
but a litle we need; and it will not be long be- 
fore we can need nothing. ; 

631 If every Year thou wouldeft root out ene 
vicicus Habit, thou mighteft, in fome time, be- 
come Perfect. 

632 In Company that thou art doubtful of, hide 
thy diftruft: but where thou art fecure, be free 
and open. 

633 Put this down as a true Maxim, That it’s 
a great Piece of Gallantry to confefs a Miftake, 
and forfike an Error. 

634 When thou wouldeft praife a Friend, do it 
before all the World: but if thou reproveft him, 
do it in a Corner. 

635 Let Eternity be much in thy Thoughts; 
and then the fading Vanities of this World wil 
have little efteem with thee. 

636 ‘Thou wilt never better remember thy felf, 
than by frequent thinking, that fome Day thou 
miuft die. 

637 Be not fo bafhful and facil, as to grant 
whaiever is defired of thee; for that will make all 
thy Life uneafy. , 

638 If thou haft begun to do a Courtefy, goon 
with it; elfe thou mayft get an Enemy inftead of a 
iced. 

629 Be not puffed up with thy Perfections; but 
Jet thy Humility defend thee from thine own Vir- 
tues. 

640 Dwell not too long upon Sports; for as 
they refrefh a Man that is weary, fo they weary a 
Mian that is refrefhed. 

641 Never enter into a League of Friendfhip 
with one, whom thou haft known ungrateful to 
another Man. : 


642 Do 
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642 Do every thing fo as to have thine own 
Approbation: This is the only frm Foundation of” 
inward Peace.. ; 

643 Fancy not thy felf to be wifer than thofe 
thou haft to do with; it’s an effectual way to be 
bubbled. 

644 When thou art angry, remember thou 
mayit be calm; and whenthou art calm, remem- 
ber thou may’ft be angry. 

645 Speak well,.and act well: The one fhews 
a good Head; the other a good Heart: And both: 
{pring from a Superiority of Mind. ; 

646 Be not Ingenious at the Coft of another. 
All Men revenge themfelves of anevil Speaker, by 
{peaking Evil of him. 

647 Prefcribe no pofitive Laws to thy Will: for 
thou mayft be forced to Morrow to drink the 
fame Water thou defpifeft to Day. 

648 Suffer not little Things to have great hold’ 
upon thee; for thou'lt be as much tranfported for 
them, as if they deferved it. 

649 Shew not more than thou art; left thou 
-raifeft an Expectation thou canft not aofwer; and 
fo lofe thy Credit, as foon as thou haft found it. 

650 It thou wouldeft be agreeable in any Com- 
pany; banifh all Diftruft, and be confident thou 
art already fo. 

. 651 Be referved in. paffing thy Judgment; efpe- 
cially in what may concern the Reputation or In- 
tereft of other Men. 

652 I would not have thee Idle, and Loitering, 
and deferring of Time; like St. George, who is 
ever on Horfe-back, but never rideth on. 

653 Whatever Providence may allot thee, give: 
not Entertainment to’ Difcontents; and then thou. 
cant not be unhappy. 
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654 Abftain from Sin; not only as a Thing for- 
bidden: but di@uft it as a bafe Thing, that ought 
to be forbidden. ; 

655 Condemn not thofe rafhly, whom thou haft 
approved of confiderately; the Change may be in - 
thy (if. 

656 Dwell not too long upon a weak Side: 
Touch, and Go. Take pleafure to ftay longer 
where thou canft commend. 

657 As for the Event of Things, patiently wait 
the Appointments cf Providence; tis in vain to be 
too folicitous. 

_ 658 Since thou canft not be wholly happy, take 
it in good Part, that thou art not wholly unhappy. 

659 Make no Vows to forbear this or that: it 
fhews no great ftrength: and makes thee ride be- 
hind thy felf. 

660 When thouwrongeft another; think Juftice, 
both Human and Divine, hath thee on the Score. 

661 If Circumflances permit, put thy felf into 
fuch a State of Life, as moft agrees with thy 
‘Temper. 

662 Whatever thou propofeft to do; defign it 
juftly ; and time it feafonably ; for that gives Se- 
curity and Difpatch. 

663 Benottroubled at Difappointments: if they - 
may be recovered, recoverthem: butif they can’t, 
thy trouble is in vain. : 

664 What thou wouldeft fay to another, if his 
Friend, or Child were dead ; fay to thy felf upon 
the like Occafion. 

665 Be not troubled for what thou canft not 
help: If ic was thy fault; do fonomore. Amend- 
ment is Repentance. 

666 "Twill be no difparagement to thee to praife, 
and even imitate an Enemy, in whatever he is ex- 


cellent. 
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667 Confider that whatfoever thou haft might 
have been anothers, if Providence had fo pleafed. 

668 If thou lyeft under an unjuft Obloquy ; 
have fo much of a Man in thee, as to confute or 
defpife it. 5 ; 

669 Proclaim not anothers Faults, though True 
and Real; unlefs the Difcovery may ferve a bet- 
ter End than the Concealment. 

670 Inure thy {elf to digeft {maller Troubles; 
and by the Exercife thereof thou wilt enable thy 
felf to bear greater. 

671 Endeavour with all thy Power to get fa- 
tisfy’d with thy felf: and that will make thee pleas’d 
in almoft every Condition. 

672 Think, that in Life there be many ufelefs 
Things that we can live as well without: And but 
few that we really want. 

673 If thou wouldeft underftand a Defign, or 
any thing elfe; take all the Light thou canft get: 
and walk not in the Dark. * 

674 Publifh not too much what thou meaneft 
to do. It’s blowing a Trumpet, to call up, and 
make Oppofers and Competitors. 

675 The common People are the very Servants, 
and Vaffals of Rumours, and Fame. Communi- 
cate no Defigns to them. 

676 If all the Company Laugh, do not thou. 
act the Grave: nor be like a Pump, to yield only 
what is forced from thee. 

677 Beware of an over officious Friend: and 
truft him not with Secrets, or any great Concern, 
till thou haft try’d him. 

678 To a generous Perfon grant freely ; he will 
neither beg Injurious Favours; nor be Importunate. 

679 Anfwer Arguments with Reafon: If Reafon 
will not be heard or approved; then anfwer them 


with Silence. 
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68e0-When thou telleft one that is not a try’d 
lies any thing: think he is thy Enemy; or may 
be fo. 

681 Ifthou forbeareft an Action fit and reafo- 
nable, for fear of Cenfure; thou wilt often find it 
hard to be honeft and good. 

682 Strive to lay in as much Fame, as will de- 
fend thee from Contempt: and that may do well 
enough for common Life. 

683 Take heed how thou talkeft of fuch Per- 
fons, as thou canft not commend without Envy; 
nor difpraife without Danger. 

684 Tell not thy Defign. It’s no fmall Advan- 
tage in every Affair, to take thofe we are to deal 
with unprovided. 

685 In Matters of News, always obferve to 
make fuch an Abatement, as may bear proportion 
to the Character of the Relator. 

686 If thou wouldeft win Immortality of Name; 
either do things worth the Writing; or write things 
worth the Reading. 

687 Indulge not thy Mind in feeding itfelf upon 
any Imagination, which iseither vain, unprofitable, 
or impoifible. 

688 Never marry without Love: but then take 
all poffible heed that thou loveft nothing but what 
is really lovely. 

689 In Debates, let Truth be thy aim, not Vi- 
Gory. And endeavour rather to gain, than expofe 
thy Antagonift. 

G90 Carefully avoid all hafty Refolutions and 
Vows. Wear none of thy own Fetters: but keep 
free whilft thou art free. 

691 Make no Enemies, if thou canft poffibly 
help it. One Enemy may do thee more harm, 
than ten Friends can do thee good. 


692 Keep 
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962 Keepa Diary of all thy confiderable Actions; 
and of the moft memorable Paffages thou heareft, 
and meeteft with. ; 

693 In whatfoever Condition thou art, ftill ask 
thy felf, What would my bieffed Saviour have 
thought, faid, and done in this Cafe? , 

* 694 Impart not to thy Friend fuch things as may 
prejudice thee when difcovered; and yet cannot 
benefit him when he knows them. 

695 Judge of Men rather by the Courfe of their 
Lives, than by the Errors that they, through In- 
firmity or Surprize, may have flipt into. 

696 When thou petitioneft for a new Favour, 
magnify thofe before received. ‘Thy Gratitude 
will plead powerfully. 

697 When thy Actions are in danger of ill Con- 
ftructions ; give Satisfaction with Expedition, be- 
fore it be gone too far. 

698 Employ in thy Bufinefs fuch as have been 
lucky ; fuch will] be Induftrious to kecp their 
Reputacion. 

699 Inthe Bufinefs of Complaints, hearken not 
too much to thofe thou favoureft: nor be too hafty 
to punifh, but debate and examine. 

yoo When a Favourite grows infolent; it’s Wife- 
dom to raife another into Favour, who may give 
check to the other’s Prefumption. 

got If thy Friend be humourfome ; be punctual 
in finding out his Times of Sowrenefs. A!l Men 
have their Critical Days. 

702 Sell not Ceremonies: nor pay thy Credi- 
tors, Friends, or Servants, with only good Words, 
Looks, and Smoak. 

703 Never give Counfel till asked; nor con- 
tinue it longer than thou findeft it acceptable. 
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704 Treat not of Matters above the Capacity of 
thy Auditors: if the Ignorant admire thee, the Wife 
will {corn thee for it. 
‘705 Thy Friend hatha Friend; and thy Friends 


_. Friend hath a Friend: Therefore what thou wouldeft 


have kept fecret, reveal not to thy Friend. ; 

706 Seek not the Government of a Fool: In- 
ftruction will but increafe his Folly: And the Richer - 
he is, the verier Fool he becomes. 

707 Take care of the firft ill A€tion, which 
may engage thee in a Courfe of them. It draws 
on Difguife: that comes to Lying: and after to 
Quarrels. 

708 Whenever thou entereft upon Pleafure ;. 
thou fhalt do prudently, before thou proceedeft, to 
examine the Sequel. 

7o9 Give every one the Honour or Refpeét that: 
is due to his Place: But ever more for his Good- 
neis, than for his Greatnefs. 

710 Refufe not what thou canft not avoid. De- 
fire not what thou canft not obtain. Repent not 
of what thou canft not amend. 

711 Be not rude by overmuch Civility; nor: 
troublefome by Excefs of Courtefy: it fhews want 
of Breeding, and brings Contempt. 

7i2 Bewareof Suretyfhip. Rather lend a Hun- 
dred Pounds, than be bound for Twenty with thy 
Friend; for thou knoweft the worft of it. 

713, When thou feeft a Man rife intoa Paffion; 
eppofe him not: thou canft not fer him right; 
and by meddling mayft grow as angry ashe. - 

7i4 The beft thing thou canft poffibly pro-- 
pound to thy felf for thy continual Study and En- 
deavour in this World is, a: happy Departure out’ 
of ir. pa : ' 
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715 Enquire not how far thou mayft enjoy lawful 
Pleafures, and be fafe: but how far thou mayft 
deny thy felf, and be contented and wife. 

716 Irs no great Commendation to juft forbear 
doing Ill: thou art bound moreover to do Good 
to others ; if thou doft not, thou art not Good to 
thy felf. 

pe When thou writeft, think not of Books; 
and of what thou haft read. That will but put. 
by thy own Senfe, and difturb thy Method. 

718 Thou oughteft to be nice, even to Super- 
ftition, in keeping thy Promifes, and therefore thou 
fhouldeft be equally cautious in making them. 

719 Do good principally for thy own Satif- 
faction: and then thou wilt not be much troubled 
to fee Men judge of thy Actions contrary to their 
Merit. 

420 Thank a Friend that tells thee a Fault in 
Secret: it fhews he defires thou fhouldeft amend, 
before the World knows thou didft amit. 

721 Ask not too much of a ne Friend : 
for though thou mayft have thy Wifh for the pre- 
fent, yet perhaps thou wilt be a Lofer afterwards. 

722 Beware what thou askeft: and beware 
what thou denieft: for if Difcretion guide thee 
not, there is a great deal of Danger in both. 

723, Whatfoever is Rational, or Pious, in any 
Seat, or Sort of Men, that embrace; without con- 
cerning thy felf with their Follies and Vices. 

724. If when thou reprehendeft a Man, thou 
praifett fome of his Virtues, thou mayft the more 
eafily bring him to know and acknowledge his Vi- 
ces. 

725 Let not thy Modefty be fo much, as to 
make thee tofe manly Affurance; nor thy Boldnefs 
fo faucy, as to put by due Refpect. 


726 Let 


i 


* 


C44 ] 

. 726 Let all the Keys hang at thy Wife’s Girdle : 
but the Purfe at thy own. So fhalt thou know 
what thou doft fpend; and what fhe can fpare. 

~ 727 Appear not fierce, pert, or pofitive in Com- 
pany: but give them Marks of Efteem, and Sub- 
miffion; and fo thou canft not but be pleafing. 

728 It’s good to carry thy felf with that Deco- 
rum, as to gain Refpect. But I would not have 
thee pats for a Mafter of Ceremonies. 

729 Be not eafily and haftily acquainted; left 
finding Reafons to hold off, thou makeft an Ene- 
my inftead of a good Neighbour. 

730 When thou art in Company, let not mi- 
ftaken Civility, nor good Nature, engage thee to 
drink hard, or to ftay where there is danger of it. 

731 If Anger rife in. thy Breaft, inflantly feal 
up thy Lins, and Iet it not go forth: for, like Fire, 
when it wants vent, it will go out. 

732 Give as much friendly civil Refpeé, and 
Honour to thy Company, as without unreafonable 
abufing thy felf, or flattering them, thou mayft. 

733 Watch thy felf carefully, when thou art 
moit flufhed up with Jollity. A Fic of thought- 
lefs Freedom hath fometimes brought Repentance 
ai sie h Ideft be h 

734 If thou wouldeft be happy, bring thy Mind 
to ey Condition; and get an udeieare for more 
than what is fufficient. 

735 When thou underftandeft not a Subject 
clearly, difpute not pofitively; but rather lie by 
upon the Catch, perhaps thou mayft pick it out of 
the Company. ; 

736 If thou art not ina Humour to be chear- 
ful, as the Company is; leave it for that time; 
and mar no Mufick: thou’lt be in Tune another 
time. ra 


737 Lee 


~ 
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737 Let us ule fometimes to ftop a little; and 
ask our felves, What we are about? Whither we 
are going? And where all will end at laft? 

738 Its not prudent to be conftant in Gifts, at 
{er times: for Cuftom ufually paffeth into a Law : 
and then they are not Gifts, but Debts. 

739 Have a fpecial care to avoid Quarrels in 
France; Women in Spain; Religion in Italy; 
Wine in Germany, and Gaming every where. 

740 Have a Care of making any Man thy 


Friend twice; except the Rupture was by thyown - 


Fault or Miftake; and thou haft made Satisfaction. 
741 Have a moft particular Care of thy pri- 
vate Thoughts and Actions. Bear it alwaysin mind 


that God fees thee now, and thy Confcience will: 


bear witnefs againft thee afterwards. 

742 Leave not off praying to God: for either 
praying will make thce leave off finning: or con- 
tinuing in Sin will make thee defiit from pray- 
ing. 

743 Publifh not thy good Fortune: it draws 
thy Meier to do thee a Mifchief: ’tis fourifhing 
thy Colours in the Face of thy envious Ene. 
mies. 

744. Be not too pofitive in thy Predictions of 
Events. If thou wouldeft appear wifer than 
others, thy Miftakes will caufe them to fcorn 
thee. 

745 When thou wouldeft propofe a thing to any : 
it may be not fo convenient to offer it blunty thy 
felf; as to lay a Train for the Party to take it. 

746 Difpenfe thy Kindnefs and Favours with 
Moderation and Temper: This will keep Perfons 
Rill in Appetite ; and attending more. 

747 In cafe of Enquiry, be not too Inquifitive 
after that which thou wouldeft be loth to find. 
It’s purfuing that which thou defircft to avoid. 

‘ 748 Con- 


oy 
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#48 Contend not with a weak Man; nor with. 
a Woman: for thereby thou canft get neither 
Credit, nor Conqueft; but mayft lofe thy own 
Quiet. 

749 Do Injury to no Man, though never fo 
mean: for once in feyen Years he may have an 
Opportunity to do the greateft Man much good 
or harm. 

750 Never talk that of others, which thou 
wouldeft be very unwilling they fhould hear of 
again; unlefs there be fome great Reafon for it.’ 

75x Say notall thou canft fay upon a Subject: 
but referve a Corner to thy felf; elfe they will think, 
thou art exhaufted, and haft nothing elfe to fay. 

452 If any commend in thee thofe good Qua- 
lities which thou haft not; or too much commend 
thofe thou haft: fer him down for an Enemy; that 
plotteth to enfnare thee. 

753 Thou fhouldeft meafure thy Expences, fo 
as to keep them fomewhat under thy Annual Re- 
venue. Otherwife thou canft not continuea fair 
Subfiftence. 

754 Exprefs not Delight, Gaynefs, or Joy, be- 
fore any that is Sick, in Pain, or in Trouble: 
*twould look as though thou hadf& no regard for 
him ; and infultedft him in Mifery. 

9755 Whenever thou mecteft with a great deal 
of Profeffion,AMfiduity and Cringing, without any 
apparent Reafon for it, thou haft a fure Ground of 
Diftruft. 

756 In Company, expres not by Aétion, or 
Words, any Injury, Difettcem, Offence, or Un- 
dervaluing towards any one. Contempt is never 
well taken. 

757 Sing and Hum not to thy felf; nor drum 
with thy Feet, or Fingers in Company, as Mc- 
I lancholly 
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lancholly and Thoughtful People do: It fhews dif 


regard. 

758 Chufe rather to be feared for being too 
fevere in fearching into thy Servants Actions; than 
difregarded for taking no notice of them, and be- 
ing ealy. 

759 Employ not thy Kindred as Servants: they 
will prefume upon their Relation; and be half 
Matters: And thou canft not, with Reputation, 
break with them. 

760 Make no Signs to one that thinks himfelf 

thy Superior, to be covered; for it’s a fort of 
Superiority, and is downright clownifh Ill-breed- 
ing. 
761 Cough, Sneeze, Spit, and Yawn, aslittle as 
thou canft in Company; and with as litle Sound; 
and as much out of Sight as may be, for De- 
cency’s Sake. 

62 In Bufinefs, be jealous and fearful of thy 
fell 5 left thou runneft away too haftily in a Like- 
lihood, inftead of Truth; and aboundeft too much 
in thy own Senfe. 

763 If a Friend tell thee a Fault, imagine al- 
ways that he telleth thee not the whole: For he 
defires thy Amendment, but is loth to offend thee. 

764. Do not Cenfure on a fudden any Opinion, 
or Tenet, that thou haft not thoroughly thought 
of: Though it pleafe not thee, it may another Man 
as wile. : . 

765 If thou haft done a Man great Kindnefles ; 
endeavour not therefore to infulthim, and govern 
him. For that would cancel all Courtefy. 

766 In a Debate, rather pull to Pieces the Ar- 
gument of thy Antagonift, than offer him any of 
thy own: For thus thou wilt fight him in his own 
Country. 


767 Thou 
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767 Thou fhouldeft do nothing in Paffion: but 
then thou muft beware that thou falleft not into 
Serpentine Slynefs, or Roguifh Craft, which is. 
worle. 

768 Speak~kttles and keep up Gravity; and 
then the moft frit Obferver fhall not difcover: 
thee: And thy greateft Maligner fhall get no Ad- 
vantage againit thee. 

769 Tocemmon Friends and Acquaintance be 
civil, kind, juft, and conftant: but yer lay not thy-- 
felf open to them, nor depend much upon them. 

770 In thy Choice of a Wife, it’s defirable that- 
fhe ;be neither very rich, nor very poor; but yet 
with fome Fortune: for fhe is not to buy thee,- 
nor thou her. 

771 Speak not fpitefully againft him that doth- 

ot befriend thee: he may change towards thee, 
and be a Friend. And then thou wilt repent of 
it. : 

772 Shut thy Ears equally againft Flatterers; who : 
exceflively commend thee; and Detractors, who- 
bafely revile others. 

773 Deny not that to others, which haply thou 
wilt be obliged in thy turn, to ask of them. And 
if thou beeft wife, ask not that which thou haft 
denied. 

774 Think how many Times thou haft been 
miftaken in thy own Judgment: and learn by that 
Experience, not to be politive and obftinate. 

-775 Do all the good thou canft, while thou 
art in favour with Fortune: And thou wilt find the 
Effects of it in Time of Advertity. ; 

776 Strive not with Contentious Words. It’s 
betcer to turn thy Eye from what difliketh thee ; 
and leave every one to his own Opinion and Party. 


777 Ne- 
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777 Never affirm any thing to others pofitively, 
but what thoa art very well affured of thy felf: 
elfe thou art not fafe. 

778 When thou art entrufted with a Secret, 
religioufly keep it: But take as few Trufts of that 
nature as thou cantft. fos, 

779 If thou wouldeft make a right Judgment of 
a Man, thqu art chiefly to pry into his common 
aa and furprize him in his every Day Ha- 

it. 

780 Imitate what is good wherefoever thou 
findeft it, though among Turks, Jews, Pagans, or. 
even Papifts. And abominate Evil, though in thy 
neareft Relation. 

781 Seck not to pleafe and gratify the Compa- 

ny, by faying or doing any thing, that thou mayft 
have reafon to repent of by thy {elf afterwards. 
_ 782 °Tis much fafer for thee to reconcile an 
Enemy, than conguer him. Victory may deprive. 
him of his Power for the prefent; but Reconcilia. 
tion difarms his Will. ; 

783 Affociate with Men of good Judgment: 
for Judgment is found in Converfation. And we 
make another Man’s Judgment ours, by frequent- 
ing his Company. 

784. Seem not fenfible of another Mans Sufpi- 
cion; becaufe that is to call up his Refentment: 
but rather cure that Sufpicion, by a fincere, and 
civil Deportment. 

785 Beware how thou kcepeft Company with 
cholerick and quarrelfome Perfons. ‘They will 
either quarrel with thee, or eng-ge thee in their 
Quarrels. 

786 What thou wouldef do, if what thou haft 
done were to do again ; be fure do as long as thou 
liveft, upon the like Occalion. 


787 Im- 
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487 Improve thy own Company by thy felf fo 
well, that thou mayft be fitting and worthy, at 
Ieaft, to be trufted in the open World. 

788 Beware of biting Jefts: the more Truth they 
carry wirh them, the greater Wounds they give; 
the greater Smarts they caufe; and the greater 
Scars they leave behind them. 

789 Take heed of being High-minded. fn- 
ceavour to be content with any State. Thou art 
high enough, if thou canft ftand upright. 

790 Avoid all free Difcourfe concerning Praife,. 
or Difpraife of Perfons; efpecially of great ones. 
It’s a dangerous Thing at Meetings of mixed Com- 

any. 
P 791 Let this Confideration moderate thy De- 
fires, That all worldly Profit, or Pleafure, is attended 
by a like Meafure of Anxiety and Wearifomenefs. 

792 Send not to Market for Troubles. Pro-. 
' vidence hath houfed under all Roofs a fufficient. 
Proportion of Calamities and Sorrows. 

793 Thou hadft need take very great heed of 
all thofe Actions and Words, which are likely to 
make others jealous, efpecially fuch as are more 
powerful than thou. 

794 Make not thy felf Judge and Arbiter of 
every Mans Bufinefs and Management: unlefs 
thou haft a mind to draw upon thee an univerfal 
Hatred. 

795 Defpife not Counfel. A Man is never 
nearer to Ruin, than when he trufts too much to 
his own Wifdom. Temerity often blafts the fair- 
eft Defions. 

796 In Croffes, univerfally let thefe be thy - 
Rules: Make thy felf none: avoid fome: bear 
the reft: fweeten all: and make good ufe of all. 

797 Seek not the Favour of the Multitude: it’s 
feldom got by honcft and lawful Means. But 

{cek. 
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fcek the Teftimony of few: and number not 
‘Voices; but weigh them. 

768 Lift not thy {elf into the Number of thofe, 
‘who pretend to be God’s Privy Counfellors: and 
prefume not to Defcant on Things hidden, and 
out of thy Reach. 

799 If it lie in thy power, chufe thy Courfe of 
Lite, rather by thy own Temper and Inclination,’ 
than by common Accident, or Advice of Friends. 

8e0 If thou beeft of acomplying, eafy Temper ; 
be not hafty or lavifh of thy Promifes: for the 
Performance may be troublefome, or difadvanta- 
geous to thee. 

801 Contend not with great ones; but quickly 
yield, whatever be the Provocation, For Right 

or wrong, they will certainly worft thee at laft. 

802 Believe not every one thou converfeft with - 
to be as honeft as thy felf, upon a friendly com- 
plaifant AddrefS. For the World is a great Cheat. 

803 Be cautious. of undertaking greater Defigns 
than are fuitable to thy Condition and Power. If 
thou fhouldeft mifcarry, thouwlt be condemned. 

804 Be not extravagantly high in Expreffion of 
thy Commendations of Men thou like. It may 
make the Hearers Stomachs rife. 

805 With all imaginable Application of Mind, 
and Refignation, fay, Not my Will, but God’s 
Will be done: and then go, and be as happy as 
thou pleafeit. 

806 Do not affect to change thy Calling; for 
the fame Difcontent which made thee uneafy in 
this State, will till haunt thee in thy new Condi- 
tion. 

807 Beware of difcovering ( among grave Men 
efpecially ) any Affectation of being pert or witty. 
They will think thy Stock ¢ nfifts all of Trifles, 
and Fools Pawbles. 

er 808 If 


ry 
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B08 If thou wouldeft have thy Children be- 
come Men of Underftanding betimes: thy way 
-will be, to make them converfe with Men, and 
not with Children. 
809 If thou wouldeft not have thy Credulity 


-abufed, thou haft fcarce a fecurer Way, than to let — 
‘thy. Belief run quite contrary to Reports for a 


‘while. 

810 Let the Faults of others excite thy Pity to- 
wards them; thy Caution as to thy felf; and thy 
‘Thankfulnefs to God, if he hath hitherto prefer- 
ved thee from the like. 

811 Ufe great Caution how thou reflecteft up- 
on any Mans Religion, Reputation or Infirmity ; 
tis enormoufly difobliging, uncivil and unchriftian. 

812 Prefs not a Man vehemently to conceal 
what thou haft imparted to him: it implies thou 
repenteft the doing of it; and diftrufteth his Pru- 
dence or Honefty. 

813 Neglect not thy Debts: if thou doft, thou 
art undone to the World: ande’re long thou muft 
not expect to eat, drink, or fleep in Peace. 

814. Follow the Judgment of the Wife, and the 
Cuftoms of the Vulgar. Keep thy Thoughts to 
thy felf: And allow the People thy Outfides. 

815 As thou employeft not other Mens Paffions 


~ in matters of Hate, or Love; fo fufe not other © 


Mens Apprehenfions, in judging of the Truth of 
Things for thee. 

816 If Faults be but fmall, and tend to no great 
Ill; thou wert better not fce them at all; than fee- 
ing them, let them efcape without Remark. 

817 Efteem not the Gifts of Fortune for their 
fnecious Shew, for that were to admire them. But 
- their Ufe; and this is to govern and enjoy 
them. 


818 Make 
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_ -813 Make an even Account with Heaven by 
Repentance, at the end of every Day: fo fhalt 
thou have but one Day to repent of, before thy 
Death. 

819 Give not thy Opinion or Advice before 
required; "twill look as though thou upbraideft 
others Ignorance, and overvalueft thy own Suf- 
ficiency. ° 

820 See thou doft Injury:to no Man: for by 
fo doing thou teacheft others to do fo to thee. 
And thou canft not then complain of it neither. 

821 Borrow before thou haft need; fo fhalt 
thou try thy Friend: And pay be‘ore the time 
thou promifedft, fo wilt thou keep him. 

822 So long as thou art Ignorant, be not 
afhamed to ask Queftions. Ignorance is a fhame- 
ful Infrmity; and when juftified, is the chicfeft of 
Follies. , 

823 Confider not fo much what thou haft, as 
what others want. What thou haft, take care thou 
lofe not: what thou haft not, take care thou covet 
not. toe Oe 
824 If thou haft finned to Day, defer not thy 
Repentance till to Morrow. He that hath pro- 
mifed Pardon to thy Repentance, hath not pro- 
mifed Life till thou repentett. - 

825 Suppofe every Man honeft, till thou haft 
to do with him: But be as cautious in dealing 
with him, as if he were a Knave. 

826 Hold the Reins of thy Paffions and Af 
fections: and then outward Occafions may exere 
cife thy Virtues, but fhail not injure them. 

827 If thou beet fo exceptious, and pettifh as 
to queftion every Word thou heareft ffoken of - 
thee; thou fhalt hive few Friends; litle Wit; 
and much Trouble. 


€23° En- 
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“93 Endeavour to take more Pleafure in know- 
‘ing thy felf Honeft, than in knowing that all the 
World approves thee fo, For Virtue is ‘built up- 
on her felf. | 

829 Serve God in thy Youth. Why fhould 
_ God take thy old dry Bones, when the Devil hath 
fucked all the Marrow out? 

830 If thou wouldeft keep an ais ecaaee ae and 
yet not admit him into clofe Friendfhip ; do him 
good Offices; and keep thy Secrets from him. 

831 Be affable fo as to be fure to retain thy 
State, and Place, and due Refpect: Otherwife 
is not Humility, but Bafenefs; and will bring on 
thee Contempt. 

832 Avoid Affectation. And as for outward 
‘Gefture, and common Decorum; if thine be not 
deformed, change them not, for they fit thee bef. 

833 Endeavour to have as little to do with thy 
Affections and Paffions as thou canft. And l- 
bour to thy Power to make thy Body content to 
go of thy Souls Errands. 

834 Never minifter Advice in the time of Fru 
ition of what thou meaneft to inveigh againft : but 
then when the Smart of the Error joineth with 
thee in Perfuafion. 

835 Let others act as they pleafe; but do thou 
always act according to the Dictates of thy owa 
Jucement; and take heed of being Self-condem- 


ned. 

836 When thou paffeft by an Affront or Injury; 
let it not feem by the way of Timeroufnefs or 
Carelefnefs: for that’s the ready way to invite 
more. 

837 Beftow not Benefits without Diftinction ; 
yet withour Difficulty. Thou mayft make every 
KindnefS double by timely and freely conferring 


Of it. 
: 838 Tho 
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838 Though thou art not to let the Sun fet on 
thy Anger; os thou art not to truft a deceiving 
treacherous Enemy, next Morning. 

- 839 Talk not of things thou haft in Difference 
with others; for perhaps fome of the Company 
may not be of thy Side, when they hear it. 

$40 Depute not another to do that Bufinefs. 
which thou thy felf canft do well enough: For he 
that hath a Mouth of his own, muft not fay to 
another, Blow. OL ae ee: 
- 841 When thou prayeft for Spiritual Grace, Ict’ 
thy Prayer be abfolute: when for Temporal Blef 
fings, add a Claufe of God’s Pleafure. a: 

842 Think not to ftop every ones Mouth: 
only take heed to content the Good; and then 
never care what the Evil think, or fay of thee. 

843 If thy Life be Sedentary, let thy Recrea-’ 
don bs tore tending to the Exercife of ‘thy Body. 
If ative, more to the Refrefhing of thy Mind. © 

844. If the Wicked flourifh, and thou fuffer ;" 
be not, difcouraged. They are fatted for Deftru- 
ction: thou art dieted for Health. 

845 If thou defireft the Love of God and 
Man, be Humble; for the proud Heart, as it loves 
none but itfelf, fo it is beloved of none but itfelf. 

846 At the Entrance into thy Eftate ; keep fafe,’ 
and low: thou mayft rife with Honour: thou canft 
not decline without Shame. a ie _ 

847 Alway endeavour to learn fomething from’ 
the tees ation of thofe thou converfeft with; and 
to put thy Company upon thofe Subjects they are 
pbeft able to fpeak ‘of. : a : 

+848 Think the good Offices thou receiveft are 
but lent; and thou .art bound to repay them wich © 
others, when Opportunity prefentsitfelf; and makes 
thee able. 


D 849 Never 
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849 Never. compare thy. Condition. with: thofe 
above thee: but tofecure thy Content; .leok upon 
thofé Thoufands with. whom thou-woulde& not, 
for any Intereft, change thy Fortune and Condi- 
tion. oe 

8¥0 Make-not- other Men (and thofe net :the 
wifeft: neither), the. Judges of thy Felicity ;-fo as 
to think thy felf happy, or miferable, as-they pleate 
toefteem thee. ss : 

851 This is a wife Rule; but feldom ftudied. 


- enough, and gbferyed: To {pend -where' Difcreti- 


on bids thee fpend; and {pare where Difcretion: 

bids thee fpare., 2 a 

_ 852: Pretend ‘not thou to {corn the Pom of the 

World. before thou knoweft it; left it- proceed: rae 

ther from Morofenefs and ill Manners; -than from 

true Magnanimity. =, wn et 
853 Ho cotirent to be known. by Leifure; apd by- 

Degrees; and fo the Efteem. that -fhall be’ con- 

oe of thee,: will be better. grounded,: ahd more 
ing. . 

ea In the firft Place,..Learn things neteflary : 


and if thou then haft any time to: fpare; thou 


mayft a ply it to: Pleafantries and Superftuities. 
855 If thou knoweft certainly, that a Mari hath: 


’ petrayed, or even failed his Friend that trufted tim : 


I charge thee never to truft that Man. 

"856 Secure thy felf from doing nothing; and. 
then from -doing ill: the one being {0 clofe: an 
‘Attendant on the other, that ’tis {carce paffible to 
fever them.. ms, 

857 Speak not more than thy.Share in Conver- 


- fation ; for. then thou wilt deferve not to be heard, 


becaufe thou requireft a Civility, which thou: wilt. 
Mot grant, Bae Ste oe 


858 Thou 
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- $58 Thou fhalt fuccéed better by cultivating thar. 
which is indifferent in thy felf; than by imitating 
that which is excellent, in others. a ; 

859° Be not .affronted at a Jeft. If one throw. 
never fo much Salt at thee, thou wilt receive no 
harm, unlefs thou beeft raw and ulcerous. 

860 Ceafe not to follow the braveft Examples: 
Aind when thou canft not attain to be Mafter of 
all thy Defires; yet continue {till thy Defire. 

, 861 It will be a great Help to keep thee from” 
Anger, if thou thoughtfully and ferioufly remem- 
preft, that God looketh now full upon thee, at this 
very inftant. . ; 

862 In Correétion, be not angry: for he that 
punifheth in his Rage, thall never keep that mcan, 
which is between too much, and too little. 

863 Never defpife any Man. Look upon thy 
Superiors as thy. Fathers; upon thy Equals as 
Brothers , and Tnferiors as thy Children.” ah 

864 Humble not-thy felf before thofe, who. do’ 


not matter it: Neither follow thofe, from whom ~ 


thou canft expe nothing. ae ae 
865 Carry thy felf between two Encmics, foas. 
they may have no Caufe to complain of thee; or’ 
blame thee, if ever they fhould happen to be 
Friends again. =‘ Sa 7 oo: 
866 Chufe nothing for thy felf; nor, prefcribe ta 
Providence; but do thy Duty; and then expect. 
quietly what God will do. This is the only way 
to ‘be eafy and fafe. Goce: ns 
867 Petition not for a’ long Life; but for 4 
good, and an happy,one. For length of Days 
oft-times prolongs the Evil, and augments the 
Guilt. 7 ae 
868 Never oppole, nor contradict a generally 
received Doctrine, when there are na evil Confe- 
D2 quences 
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uences attending it, though thou beeft fure, atad 
tisfy’'d itisa Miftake. © 7 
869 Have an Eye upon, and be ever diftruftful 
of a fearful, and cowardly Perfon. For he that 
wants Courage will be apt to piece it up with Ar- 
tifice and Treachery. . 
870 If ever thou thouldeft grow hot, and eager 
in the Purfuit of Riches; thou, wilt. do well to 
come how they will appear to thee‘in a, dying” 
our. ; Forte = ha eg oy 
871 Content not thy felf with an outward good 
Name, when thy Confcience fhall inwardly. tell 
thee, it’s undéferved, and therefore none of thine. 
872 If many confpire againft thee ; divide them 
amongft themfelves, as Paul did. This will con- 
found the Language of Confpiracy. ss. 
873 Make no great flourifh, when thou haft 
nothing to fhew for it. If thou raifeft an. Ex- 
pectation, and canft not fupport -it, ’rwill {pit in 
thy Face. . - “A 
874 In Converfation, ufe fomé, but not too 
much Ceremony : it teaches others to be courte- 
ous too. Demeanors are commonly paid back in 
their own Coin.’ _ ene 8 
875 Ics a Policy to fhed a pleafant’ Sowrnefs 
into fome of thy A@tions; and to become an in- 
genious and friendly Tormentor... ——., 
876 Regard not too much Mens Thoughts of 
thy Actions if ag Oo good. For their Cogitati- 
ons are not thy Works. Only do thou govera 
thy felf and be conftant. beg. 
877 Let not any Paffion drive thee to Cruelty. 
Believe me, Whoever acts Cruelty ; his Heart is a 
that time Hell; and the Devil isinirn. - =. 
878 Pray for thy Enemy ; for if thou.beeft a 
good Man thy felf, thou canft not but rejoice to 
{ee thy worft Enemy become a good Man too. 


879 In 
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879 In the Morning think what Difficulties, 
and what Temptations thou art like to meet with 
in the Day; and fortify thy felf particularly again 
them. ee . 

880 Think how many excellent Perfons in ail 
_Ages, have fuffered as great, and greater Calami- 
ties, than this, which now tempts thee to Impa- 
tience. 

881 Think whether ever any Man by finning 
againft God did gain fomewhat that is better than 

eaven; or that is worth going to Hell for. . 

882, Do not (inftead of hearing, and thinking 
before thou anfwereft) either interrupt, or antici- 
pate thofe that fpeak: It’s uncivil, as well as filly. 

883 Never Affent meerly to pleafe others, in 
Matters of Moment; for it’s not only Flattery, 
but often Falfity; and difcovers a Mind liable to. 
be Servile and Bafe. 

884. If thou haft a mind to get Efteem in Com-~ 
pany; have the Art to edge abour, till thou cant 
‘get into. a Subje& thou hait ftudied, and art Ma- 
‘fter of. a 
* 885 Sigh not, but laugh at the World; and 
where thy Prudence cannot avail thee; let thy” 
Contempt, and Scorn, defpife its Malice, and Mi- 
‘ftakes. 

* $86 Live fo as to have no caufe of blufhing in 
private. If chou ftandeft in awe of thy felf, thou 
“wilt have no need of Sexeca’s imaginary Over-feer. 

887 Since Life is a Game at Tables: If the 
Fore-game be not to thy wifh; neither whine, nor 
curfe; but rouze thy Care to an After-game. 
~ $88 In Matters of Ceremony, be neither fpare- .- 

‘ing, nor prodigal: if thou ufeft too few, thou'lt 
“pafs for uncivil; if too many, foppifh. 
D 3 889 Con 
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$89 Gist ee Intentions (how- 
ever covered) are’ moft' part for his own ‘Ends : 
though he pretend wholly thy Intereft and Ser- 
ice: : ee aed 

. 890 Take’ no part with People that thou know- 
eft ‘addi&ted ‘to the difpraife of others. “Thou 
knoweft- not -but thou mayft have thy Turn’ 4- 
mongft them. = ) e 

891 In Youth and firm Manhood be diligent 
and painful; and then there will not be left much 
2 ‘be done when thou art old, and unfit for La- 

our Pea ego PRN Dee REM Ghee 

‘892 If thou art not ‘in Fault thy felf, and haft 
not contributed ‘to thy Misfortune; comifort th 
felf, Thou ‘art not the firft honeft Man that hath 
‘been ruined: ee EE SEE So ae 

893 Let thy Elogiums in Converfe be always 
within the Circumferenceof Reafon ; that thofetholz 
praifeft may be perfuaded thou thinkeft what thoir 
daveb shies. DS Pea See ae 

894 When thon Write. thon Geot4a0 iron8 

fy thy Difcourfe with Variety of Expreffions; be- 
caufe the fame. Images all along would.tire the ~ 
Mind of aReader, 
_ 895 Ever aim at the pleafing of a few: and be 
content to let the reft run aftray, with Turks and 
Infidels, who make the greater Number of Man- 
kind. : 

896 If thou wouldeft draw others to thy Hu- 
mour; be often near, and familiar in Difcourfe : 
fo fhalt thou by degrees infufe thy Affections and 
Paffions into them. 

897 Thou mayft enquire out, and inform thy 
felf of any Man: 1. By his Servants and Work- 
men. 2. Efpials. 3. His own Actions. 4. Com- 
amon Report. 5. Familiars and Counéllors. 


898 If 
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898 If thouever haft a:thorough Fall-out with a 
Servant, never think of .2 thorough Reconcilation 
again: The only way is:to part. 

‘899 Be courteous toevery Man; but intimately 
acquainted only with Good Men. So mayft thou 
‘fhun the Hatred of :the cne, and enjoy the other. 

goo It’s not amifs fometimes, to think of the 
-worft of Evils before-hand ; but to this Intent only, 
to endeavour to prevent, or bear, or defpife them; 
-but not to fear them. ; 

901 Be difcreet and patient: If thou canft not 
-bear it to live among ‘Fools, and Knaves, ‘thou 
‘mutft feek for another kind of World than this. 

902 Praife no Man too liberally before ‘his Face; 
nor cenfure him too feverely behind his Back. 
The one favours of Flattery ; the other of Ma- 
lice; and both are reprehenfible. 

903 If thou meaneft to gain Time, and much 
Leifure ; be not curious to know whatthy Neigh- 
‘our hath faid or done, or hath attempted: but 
only what thou doftthy felf,eor haft todo. - 

_ 904 When thou goeft forth upon Bufinefs, con- 
fider with thy felf what thou haft to do; and 
when thou returneft, examine what thou haft 
done. ae 

905 Of all things; endeavour to fettle Peace in 
thy own Breaft. If thou canft not find Sar enn 
lity within. thy felf; *twill be to no purpofe to 
feek it elfewhere. “4 ~ 

906: Pay not before thy Work be done; if 
thou doft, *twill never be well done. And thou’lt 
have but a Pesany-worth for Two-pence. 

907 Tell noe a Man in Mifery, he may e’ne 
thank him(felf for what he fuffers: for that would 
be inhumanly to infult- him, and aggravate his. 

: , Pes a) 
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908 Be willing to hear People; and afterwards 
upon due Deliberation, do what thou thy felf thalt 
think rational, and moft convenient. 
-- 909 Let chy Gifts be according to thy Ability: 
if they be too great, thou’lt be thought a vain 
Picdigai: and again, if they be too. mean, a poor 
{pirited Niggard. : 

~ gio Contradi& not others out of Pride, either 
to fhew thy own Superiority of Underftanding ; 
o: t> make it thought thou needeft not their In- 
ftrution.: a 
»» git Endeavour not to be very eminent, and ex- 
cellent above the cormmion Rate, in frivolous things : 
it tells us, thou haft good Parts; but haft employed 
them to no good Purpofe. 

912 If thy Affairs be well enough; feek not a 
Wafe that will charge thy Eftate with too great a 
Jointure; it will perhaps cramp thee all thy Life; 
and it frequently ruins Pofterity. ee 

913 Wouldeft thou {pare thy felf a great deal of 
Trouble and Pains king? Regulate thy Concu- 
pifcence; and have no violent Inclination for any 
thing whatfoever. ; 

-914 Let not all thy Sentiments pour. out at 
once; but come eafily dropping: then they'll go 
the further; and be better underftood; and will 
continually keep up an agreeable Expectation. 

-. 915 Speak not. commonly ill of any Sect, Party, 
Perfon or Aétion: but if ever thou doft, let it 
manifeftly appear, that it is wrung from thee meerly 
by Truth, and not Malice; nor Pride, nor Envy. - 

916 In Converfation it’s better.to admire, or be 
pleafed with, or at leaft not to diflike what others. 
fay ; than to endeavour te. make them admire thee. 
‘No body loves to beout-done: 0 2s 

917 If thou intendeft to keep the Friendfhip -of 
any one, keep often in his Company; elfe bases 

; rho wi 


C637 
will beget StrangencfS; and that Coldnefs; and at 
length Diflike. . 

918 Keep.always fuch a Stock of ready Money 
by thee, as may anfwer all thy daily Occafions. This 
pos Thing will go a great way towards making 
Life a 3 

919 I can fhew thee a Man whom thou muft. 
not imitate. He hath always an Hundred Things 
_begun, and. finifheth not one: So he never does 
any thing, though he be everlaftingly Bufy. 

. 920 If thou art of a generous Spirit, thou hadit 
need take care how thou haft too many Favours 
heaped. upon thee: becaufe ’cwill make thee reft- 
‘Tefs, tilt thou findeft fome way of Requital.. 

921 If thou receiveft as a private Man, and 
_fpendeft as a Prince; thou. art like a Pool, whofe 
" wafte lets more out, than its Spring fupplys; whic 
“ muft needs be exhautfted. 

922 Let it not be thy {port to make a modeft 
_ Man bluth; perhaps fome in the Company may 
‘ privately difapprove of thy infulting an harmlefs 
* Man s and may take his part. 
923 Scoff not at any for his bodily Deformity : 
God. who made him. fo, could have made thee 
- worfe. The impudenteft Devil of them all doth 
“pot mock at God’s Workmanthip. 
* 924. Take heed thou make no Comparifons.. 


«If. any happen to be praifed for fome Virtue, or 


“brave At 5-praife not another for the fame in his: 
: Prefence. People love not to be over-match’d. 
925 Be not long, and tedious in thy Speech: 
_ and fill not thy Narrations with fmall Circumftan- 
ces, that. are of no Importance: An eyverlafting: 
Impertinent makes miferable Mufick. 
926 Refent not every Word or Aétion, which: 


miay (perhans rationally ) interpreted Difefteem;or: 
2a 
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Undervaluing. An exceptious, peevith Fellow wert 
beft live alone. 

927 In Talking, hold not thy Mouth fo near 
anothers Face, as to bedew him with thy Breath : 
For all -Mens Breath is offenfive to others; and 
fome Mens abominable. ~ a 

928 Imagine not that a Servant will quit his 
own Intercft, to advance thy Profit. But if thou 
ufeft him kindly, and not imperioufly, he may 

erhaps come to obey with chearfulnefs; and ac 

ength, make thy Intereft hisown. 
_ 929 Speak not thy Words ptecifely according 
to true ee but as others commonly pro- 
nounce. Say not Londoz, but Luenun: Not Syu- 
gar, but Shuger: Not Half, but Hafe. . 

93 Get but the Art of ftopping the firft Sally 
of thy Emotions; and of leaving the Subject that 
begins to be troublefome, before it tranfports thee 5 
and. then thou mayft defy the Devil, and all his 
‘Temptations. eae 

931 Avoid all Affe@tation and Singularity. What 
is according to Nature is beft: and what is con- 

, trary to it, is always diftaftful. Nothing is grace- 
ful ae not ou own. , af ; 

2 If one defire, and beg any thin Ou 5 
ae tedious in giving him is Digee A Man 
is but half difappointed, when he has a quick and 
peremptory Denial. - : 

933 When thou art in the Company of Men, 
that underftand the Matter better than thy felf; 
it’s as much more advifeable to hear, than to fpeak, 
as’tis better to Reap than to Sow. ~ 

34. Seldom fpeak in Superlatives, or exprefs 
‘Moos: for thereby thou telleft the Compa- 

ny; its above thy Pitch, and perhaps they may {e- 
cretly defpife thee for it. 
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: 933 Hold’ not Conference, Debate, or rae 
aie ‘with any Luft; ’tis but a2 Preparat Pry et atl 
eae of it.” Pheway i is at ‘the very firk flatly 
to It. 

. 1936 Letno Service done thee pal untéwarded 5 
at teaft by. good Looks, and Words; which may 
beget an Expectation of real Benefits, ‘When time 
hall ferve. 

937 When thou art with Superiors , or with 
Ee concéxcd Perfons, that would fain be thou Bt 
endeavour not to. fhew thou. haft more 

derftanding and. Abilities than they. 

938 At all Houfes wherever thou goeft, take 
care to leave the Servams pleafed’: efpecially if 
‘thou meaneft ever to come there again. For their 
Tongues are generally loofe hung. - 

939 Let thy Carriage pacer | ; but-not fool- 
ithly free: an unwaty: Openne catrteth .Con= 
tempt: butalitde Refervedness, Refpect ; and hand~ 
-fome Courtefy, Kindness. 

940 Make it thy chief Defign, and thy grett 
Bafines, notto be Rich and Great : but fo to live 
-in-this World; as that thou mayft reafonably be- 

lieve, thou haft God for thy Friend. - 

' gg Accuftom thy felf to keep ‘a ftri@ and 
-coriftant Watch over the very firft Motions of thy 
‘Mind; that thou’ mayft either approve, or ¢con- 

mes ‘thern immediately as they rife in thy Heart. 
2 Eftablifh not wy D Difcourfe by Authority, 
Ha ng, or laying of rs. No Man loves to 
¢ topped upon , but vill judge thy Paffion is 

: Pe becaufe thy. Reafon. is low. : 

943 Be not inconfiderately Eager of getting thy 

felf out of a Scrape, coft what <it will: this may 
- eafily hamper thee wore. The Fifh by frugglite 


" * in the Net, 'entangles its felf- the more. 
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.* 944, Get the fall Dominion of thy felf: if-thou 
ean: once do but that, thou fhalt poffefs that 
‘which; thou -wouldeft never part with: and which 
Fortune fhall never be able to take from thee! . - 


 -'-945-In the committing, of Evil, fear. not Man 


fo much as thy own felf. Another is but one 
Witnefs againft-thee : thou art a Thoufand.. Ana- 
ther thou mayft avoid: but thy felf thou. canft 


NObie see eee ae rae d 
-*,946 If: thou intendeft to deny a Requeft, take 
ttme. to do, it: in: for commonly, when. the firft 


Heat of Defire.is over, the Rigour of a Denial is 


.taken with Indifference. > 2 7s 
-* -947: Seldom expect Good from thofe' that have 


any cca eascuns | in Body: for it is-ufual with 
them to be revenged of Nature, in doing her as 


-Jittke Honour as fhe has done them. . | : 


Do not-fay any lenger that thou canft fot 


5 948 
be Good. _He never -took :the Bufinefs' ferioufly 


into his Thoughts: He. never gave all Diligence, 


-who {peaks that wicked Word... . 


949 Never truft a malicious Man,- upon the 


‘Account that thou haft done him good Offices. 


For thou haft but fed a Dragon, that will devour 


thee, if ever thou comeft within his Reach. - 

; 1950 Be not troubled at any thing: but remem. 
-ber that thou art a Part of the Univerfe3, and that 
nothing ‘can betide thee, which is -not for. the 
Good .of the whole. ; - et oS 


ey rt ek gueal So ae Sak 
951 Exercife thy felf in Expectation of Evils: 


fo while the Mind pleafeth itelf in Thinking,. 1 


am not thus yet; it: prepareth’itlf againft it may 
7 Reis ory ses re 7 


be fo:, - AU AID oe eal ge Sa Naas cay ap cea re Q 
952 T€ thou -art of a grateful-.Tempery-have a 


care how ihow accepteft of-unnecefflary -Favours. 


‘For Requital may be. difficult, and-the .Thoughats 


of it are afflicting, . 
a 953 He 
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53 Be. not too free and open in Converfation, 

honest pledfant thou mayft feem to. Company; 

perhaps they may: conten thee; yea, and mifchict 
thee too afterwards. 

954 Look’ not before thee, behind thee, and on 
every; fide, when thou fpeakeft : nor be in fo great 
Fear to be taken in thy Words, that thou dareft 
not tell what a Clock “tis, if one ask thee. 

- |-9§5- Beware of being too.much obliged by great 
‘Men. They. will be apt to impofe Hardthips up- 
on, thee, Ic: may. prove fuch a Slavery, as thou 
canft not eafily get ourof. 

_ 9§6.If- thou carelefly :or: wilfully difiovoitrett 
another, thou. muft-dé him damage. . But at the 
fame time, thou hurteft. thy felf more: for thou 
felleft thy Credit to redeem thy Uneafinefs. 

’ 9§7 If thou art a Favourite to a great Man, 
aim not to have his Ear folely to thy {elf for his 
‘Slips fhall be fure to be imputed to thee; and what 
he doth well, to himfelf. 

’ 958:Keep thy Diftance to. Sissons in fuch a 
‘Manner, as to be rather beloved than flighted ; 
.and feem to walk rather humbly, than {neakingly 
with them. 

959 Endeavour not to make mighty Appearan- 
ces, and, feem betters greater, or wifer than thou 

-¥eally art; left thou be examined, and ftripp'd, and 
rendred lefs than thou thouldeft be. 

‘960 Know the Secrets of thy Eftate; how much 
thou art able, and how much thou oughteft to 
‘{pend. But live not at the urmoft; fave fomnething 
to pay for Misfortunes. 

961 Provide againft the Besiniciegs of Evils: 
for thofe Diforders which: are at firit but little, 
gather ftrength in Tract. of, Time, ae grow. un-. 
manageable. : 


a 


bss Speak 


£687 

(p62 Speak mot Til of any: If thou doeft a in 
this Alfence, it’s the Property of a bafe Coward, 
ft fab. a..Man behind his : EF to his Face. 
"tis adding Affront to the Scandal... i 
: 963 Yes piore prisdent to eur Ate Offences, 
than to quartel for them. 47 the laft perhaps thos 
swilt not be even with thy Adverfary: but by the 


firft thou art above him. 


4, All that thou canft dois, Toundertake with 


“Probability; attempt with Prudence; purfue with 
‘Diligence;.and fupport intervening “Accidents with 


Hope and Patience. 


° 


965 If at any “time :thow fhalt be over-much 


“preffed to do any thimg:haftily: be careful. Fraud 


and Deceit are always in -haft: Diffidence is the 
Right Eye of Prudence. 
966 Dere-not to entich thy felf by any diftioneft 


or fordid Means; for in fo doing thou diftruftet — 
Providence, become‘ an Atheift, and putteft thy 


felf out of God’s Protection. ; 

967 Never do thar in Profperity, or in a jolly 
Hour, which thou mayft be likely to repent of im 
Adverfity.; or when the light Humour. is over. 
Evermore think of what is to come. 


968 There is.a‘Time when thou mayft fay no- 


thing; and a:Time when thou mayft fay fome- 
thing. But ‘there never will be a Time when 
thou fhouldeft fay all things. ee 

969 ‘Accuftom thy Palate to what is moft ufual, 
and éafieft to be got: he that hangs after Rarities, 
muft often feed difpleafed: and fometimes. lie at 
the Mercy of a dear Market. 

970 What thou canft not. comprehend of di- 
vine Myfteries believe: and what thou canft be- 
lieve admire. The beft way to fee divine Light, 
is to put out thy own Candle, Ca 


me 97% Al- 


C 69.) 


971 Allow an old Man to like his own former 
Times better than the prefent; becaufe thofe 
Things are to him Follies and Troubles .now, 
that were Wifdom and Pleafure then. . 
. 972. Affe and defire nothing fo paffionately, 
that thou muft be miferable without it: But fore- 
- think what may come hereafter; and fpare For 
tune thy Thanks-and Curfes. 
973 Purfye not a Victory too far. He hath 
conquered well, that has made his Enemy fly: 
Fhou mayft beat him. to a defperate. Refiftance, 
‘which may ruin thee. ee ee eee 
‘ 974 Keep about thee no morofe, proud Ser- 
vantss -but fuch as are of a-good Afpect, and civil 
Demeanor ; they will be a Credit to thee, and 
will keep off rude Perfons. 7 
978, thoy fitteft by any at Tables, Cards, or 
any Game; neither advife, nor blame; nor take 
part; if thou doft, thou wilt-look Pragmatical ; and 
‘the Party: that lofeth will be difgufted. 


976 When thou fpeakeft of, thy felf, (which 
thou fhouldeft feldom do) it muft be ‘with Cau- 
tion and Modefty ; it being no lef faulty in a Man 

_always to blame himéelf, than to boaft. 

977 Get the Command of thy own Time; and 
the happy ‘Liberty of thinking freely: And then 
thou fhalr enjoy .a more valuable Empire, than 

| Muthony fought for, or Czfar enjoyed. 
978 Be not too pee in any Bu- 
fine : For things of this World depend upon fuch 
a Train of unfgen. Chances, that if it were in 
Mans Hands to fet the Tables, yet is he not cer- 
tain to win the Game. es 
979 Learn the Art of entertaining thy felf alone. 
without [being wearydogs melancholly. And then 
_ thou fhalt not be much put fo it, for want of Re- 
creation and Company. . hi 8 age 2 
‘ 980 Let 


7 
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"- “g8o Let the Society thou frequenteft, be like. 
“Company of Bees Seas together; to make Ho- 
“ney: And’ not of Wafps. which do. nothing” byt 
hum, devour and fting. °° 0 
-- 98x Suffer not thy felf tobe impofed upon, by 
“the Air, and fenfible Impreffion of Men: but re- 
‘ tire within thy: felf, and hearken to the Voice of 
thy inward, plain, and diftinctReafon.  * 
- “982 If thou’ avoideft Society ‘too’ much, thou — 
wile be thought either Poor-fpirited, or Proud ; or 
. Fantaftick,- or ‘Surly, ‘or’ Melancholy ; ‘or ‘elfe’ a 
brute Beaft ; for all thofe -fly' the ‘Compary of 
“Meni 200 EE ee sigies . hss Paes : 
: “983 Confider what Opinion ‘other Men have of 
- thee ; and in what Matter they will willingly hear 
thee, and give credit to thee: and in no wife med- 
dle with any other Matter in their Company.. 
"984. Be not angry with thy Servant too long, 
- Jeft he think ‘thee Hl-natur’d: Nor‘ too foons left 
he conceive thee Pettifh: Nor too often, left he 


- eount thee Humorfome 22 

-. 985 If thoa wouldeft converfe profitably, thou- 

- muft endeavour to be amongft thofe, that either 
may be made better, or elfe may make thee bet-. 


ter. : : ae 
986 If any fpeak ill of thee; flee home to thy 
- own Confcience, and examine'thy Heart: If thou 
beeft guilty, ’tis a juft Correction: if not guilty, 

- tis'a fair Inftrudtion. 8 
987 If thou expecteft Death. as a Friend, pre- 
pare to entertain it: If as an Enemy, prepare to 
“overcome it. “- Death hath no Advantage, but where: 

it comes a Stranger, = ens 
«: 988 If thou wouldeft Study to Advantage, keep 
- a peaceful-Soul within a temperate’ Body: Ful- 
--nefs of Humours, and Turbulency ‘of Spitits, di-. 

ftractthe Thoughts, and difable Judgment.--'~-~ 
ghee, 2 989 In. 
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989 In all thy Actions, remember God {ees 
thee : and in all his Dealings with thee, labour to 
fee him. That will make thee fear him; this will 
make thee love him. : : 
- 990 Poetry is a fweet and pleafant Honey. I 
advife thee only to tafte ic with the Tip of thy 
Finger, and not to live upon it: if thou doft, i 
will diforder thy Head; and give thee dangerous 
Vertigoes. 

991 E would not have thee Study meerly for 
Study’s Sake: No, infinite Thinking, that defigns 
no other Advantage but thy own private Satista- 
tion, is but a fort of Ingenious Idlenefs. 

‘992 Learn in Profperity to be filent, and not 
tranfported: In Adverfity to be patient, and not 
dejected : In neither, to be much altered: In both 
to be philofophically affected. ; 

993 Let nothing in this World tempt thee to 
wrong thy Confcience: So wilt thou keep peace at 
home; which will be a fweet Refuge to thee in 4 
Day of Trouble. ae : 

994 Engage'not willingly in fuch a Courfe of 
Life, as Nature hath made thee unfit for. No- 
thing can be more miferable, and more inconfift- 
ent with Tranquility, than that: it’s {wimming a- 
gainft the Stream. 
- .995' Though the World be wicked; yet~per- 
févere thou in Well-doing, even among, and to 
wicked Men. : "T'was the greateft Commendation 
of Lot, that he could lead a good Life, even in 
Sodom. = 

996 Whenever thou defigneft any thing; firft. 
take a Meafure of thy felt; and compare th 
Force with thy Undertaking: for. it is fhameful, 
-and: vexes 2 Man, not to go through with his 
Work!) 0 eg, ee 
& seh 
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_ 97 Deny thy {elf Leffer Matters; that fo wher 
the,greater come, they may not have the Difad- 
vantage of Uncouthne&, and perfect Strangenels, 
to enhance their Difficulty. 

998 To divert at any timea troublefome Fancy:. 
*tis but. to run to thy Books: they prefently | 
thee to them, and drive the other out of 
Thoughts. They always receive thee with the fame 
Kindnef&. 2 


999 Make not War upon the Hypocrites and — 


Flatterers; thou wilt have too many. Enemies to’ 
Encounter; and mayft be more aflured of their 
‘Hatred, than of their Amendment. . o 
reoo Let the Exercife of thy Wits be always 
nore for thy Age; and never too much above it: 
And fo by Practice and Ufe in lighter Argumentss 
they will grow up at laft to excel in the m 
Weighty. me 
too In thy Judgment and Efteem of Mens. 
conftantly prefer the good Temper of their Minds, 
and Honefty of their Actions, above all the Ex. 
cellencies of their Eloquence or Knowledge: * 
1002 Haunt not too much thy Friends Houfe, 
for fear he wax weary of thy often coming: Neither 
be too Jong abfent, for that may caufe Sufpicion 
that thou art grown cool. oa 
1003 With the Ireful, it’s not beft to be im- 
portunate to crave Pardon; nor to Labour in 
dhewing them their Miftake: But to requeft that 
Revenge may be deferred..- | 
1004 If thou defireft Eafe; in the firft Place. 
take care of the Eafe of thy Mind: For that will 
make all other Sufferings eafy. But nothing cat 
fupport a Man whofe Mind is wounded. - 
1005 Be not .over troublefome, .and .over pref- 
fing, to inform thy elf of fuch things as thoudoft 
Rot 
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not know; for it may prejudice the Opinion Men 
have of thy Parts and Intelligence. — 
°°" 3006 If thou fhouldeft chance to quarrel; do 
not fay all the Evil thou knoweft of him thou 
art fallen out with: But do ic in fuch a Manner as 
‘to leave room for an Accommodation. 

1007 When any one is ill fpoxen of for fome 
bad Actions laid to his Charge: If it be as proba- 
ble. he hath not done it, as that he hath, then Cha- 
rity obliges thee to believe the beft. 

1008 Let no Pleafure tempt thee; no Profit 
allure thee; no Ambition corrupt thee: no Ex- 
ample fway thee; no Perfuafion move thee; to do 
‘any thing which thou knoweft.to be Evil. 2. 

1099 Alway retain an’ inflexible Honefty and 
Truth. When thar comes to be known, ‘twill 
give thee a Reputation in the World, and bring 
thee into Bufinefs and Employment: and that is the 
way to thrive. : re. 
, oro Recollect ‘often what Thoughts, Purpa- 
tes, Lemper of Mind, and Spirit, were upon thee; 
when thy, Afflidions were upon thee; or thy De- 

- Jiverances frefhly given to thee. £09 
-to11 Think with thy f{elf, when a Temptation 
preffeth ; wouldI committhis Crime, if the Firm- 
‘nefs of my Health, and the Thread of my Life 
were to be broken off the next Hour? 

1012 Ufe thy felf to this Thought: If I have 

but enough for my felf and Family, I am Stew- 
ard only for. my felf.. If I have more, I am but 
-a Steward of that Abundance for others. 
_ 1013 Make thy felf thy great Study; and learn 
to eftimate and value thy felf juftly. He thar 
knoweth not what is fit for one in his Circum- 
ftances, will never be able to maintain a due 
Efteem. 


1014. "Tis 
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- r0r4. Tis not good to be always feigning 5 ’tis 
fometimes dangerous. Thou wilt have much ado 
to keep the Vizard always on. And if it be once 
pulled off, thou’lt look moft deipicabty i 
rors If thou fufpecteft thy Adverfary. hath 2 
Plot againft thee; let chy firlt Care be; to inject 
‘a Delay to it; till thou batt time to fearch into it; ; 
- to difperfe, or defeat it more effectually. oe 
1016 If thou inviteft any to thy Houfe; fhew 
thy felf fweet, and kind, and with a clear Face. 
Irs a Sin againft Hofpitality, to open. thy Doors, 
and fhut thy Countenance. = ss 
- 1017 If thou wouldeft retain any. in thy Com- 
any; deceive the Time with harmlefs Mirth, and 
ntertainment; which may draw their. Attention 
from ‘being much awake, to obferve how late it 


is. ig 
1018 If thou falleft upon Men, when their 
“Thoughts are abroad in their Pleafires; they can- 
‘not come home to themfelves foon enough; t@ 
Stand upon’ their ‘Guard, and make Refiftance. 
" sarg Be not too greedy, and hafty’ in ‘begging | 
of Favours; for thou thus ravifheft: that. whic 
‘would have come with confent at the Seafon in- 
‘tetided. It’s like the plucking off a Courtefy in 
‘the Bud, before it be ripe. pee 
1020 Bé not too cenfident of the ‘Service of 
fuch as have an Intereft of their own going, as 
‘well as thine: They will, like the Hawk, ear the 
‘Fowl themfelves, which they fhould take for their 
Matter. - Sooke 
1021 In Expences, if thou beeft fluent in one 
kind, be {paring in another. Confider what is beft 
‘to lay thy Money out upon. _ And keep one Hand 
“‘fhut while the other is oped. }- 5 
1022 Suffer not thy felf to be too much pot 
{effed by what thou haft. The fafter thou art a 
e 
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ed to any thing; the more Pain thou wilt have, 
when thou fhalt be rent from ir. 


1023 If thou canft not prevail for thy entire 


Requeft; ask lefs for the prefent: And importune 
a Grant by way of Experiment; when they find 
they may grant more, perhaps they will, Daz. i. 12. 

1024 In great Defervings and Expectations cf 
Reward, it’s beft not to feem affuming and arroga- 


ting: For then the Obligation ends in Ingratitude,. 


He that Rewards thee looks for.thy Thanks. - 


1025 Be not free with great Ones; or People- 
of grave Natures: Broaching of pleafant Hpmours | 


at unfeafonable Times, is like Fiddlers ftriking up 
where People are bufy. oa ae 

1026 To incline Men to communicate their 
Knowledge of their Art to thee, ufe a modeft In- 
finuation,. that thou art not quite Ignorant; and 
take notice {moothly how eminent they are. 

1027 When thou -art calumniated;, exprefs 
neither Anger nor Revenge: but fit. unconcerned, 


and ftir nothing which may further provoke, ra-’ 


ther than appeafe the Slander. 
~ y028 Fret not thy felf, when thou feeft the Re- 
ward of Wifdom diftributed among Fools. It’s the 
ordinary Way of the World to keep Folly at 
Helm; and Wit under Hatches. 
1629 Keep a fair Correfpondence, where thou 
cant fairly,.and fafely, with the Wicked,:as well 


as with the Good; becaufe thou’lt fometimes ftand - 


in need. of their Affiftance. 


thou lofe the Refpedt they owe thee, and the Com- 
pany laugh at thee: but only with thy Equals; thas 
fo thou mayft not be confounded, if they return 
Ralilery for Railrey. — Heh a 


1031 Be’ 


030 Rally not with Perfons below thee; left 
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pens to good Advice; will be laid oy Chaige: 
and feldom fhalt thou be thanked for t 


Peer ae) 


of Remembrance. This at every 5 algae res 


ate the Molles Aditus. Ny eee oe | 

1037 In the firft Onfet of a Requeft, one way’ 
is, firft to found them afar off artificially; The’ 
other, by unexpected coming on them; and -fomie™ 
quick Queftion, which prevents Deliberation... 

1038 When thou haft'a Sute toany, pick out’ 
for it Times of Joy, Mirth, and Pleafure.° He 
cannot put on Ill-nature, nor Severity enough to 
deny thee; provided thou intefrupteft “not his® 
Pleafures. 


\1039 Stand 
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1039 Stand not’ always upon the' nice’ Pun- 
€tilio’s and Points'of Stare and Place: But remit, 
and fubmit, as Occafions vary, and require. They 
that will not do thus, are too ftraitlaced for Bufi- 
nels and Society. 


1040 Be not over hafty in thy Defigns. Great: 
Defigns require great Confidérations; and aoe 


muft have their time of maturing, or otherwife 
they will: prove abortive. 

104x Do not think it impoffible to be a wife: 
Mah; ahd to be refpected as fuch an one, with- 


out looking fowre upon it: Wifdom makes Men: 


.ferious, but'not Ill-natur’d. 
1042. Give not up ny felf to Pleafure and Eafe; 
fot if thou ufeft thy felf thereto, thou fhalt not be 


able to fuftain the common Troubles of Life; and‘ 


much lefs, Adverfity, if ic happen. 


1043.Give no-Alms‘to a wicked: Perfon, - if: 


thou thinkeft :fuch Alms will fupport his Vice : as if 
he will:continue’ in Idlenefs ; or if he will fpend it: 
it’ Drunkennefs, or Wantonnefs. : 
1044 ‘Keep no more Servants ‘than thou haft 
full. Earployment for. And if thou haft a good one, 
look upon him with no feverer an Afpect, than 
thou -wouldeft oman humble poor Friend.’ 


1045" Let thy Thoughts, and thy felf be fuch as - 


thou wouldeft not’ be afraid to havé God know 
them. And thy Words to God, and thou needeft 
not beafhamed Men fhould hear them.’ 

1046: Marry not too Young, nor too Old; left 
thou be fond in the one, and doat in the other, 


and repent. For he that repents him of his own - 


At, either is or was a Fool by Confeffion. 
1047 Often think how near thou_ ftandeft to. 


another World; and what an Account thou muft* 


give there. And fo live now, as will be moft for 
thy comfort at Death. 
1048 If 


Vv 


C78 J 
. 1048 If thou wouldeft be eafy and BApPY in thy 
Family, obferve Difcipline and Method. Every 
one fhould know their Duty: and there fhould be 
a Time, and a Place for every thing. OF 

1049 Accufe not others, to excufe thy felf; for. 
that is neither generous nor juft. But let Sinceri- 

and Ingenuity be thy. Refuge, rather than If 
Grafs and Falfhood. 

1050 Be not confident, and affirming in un-: 
certain Matters: but report things. modeftly, and 
temperately ; according to the Degree of that: Per- 
fuafion-sad Belief thou haft of it... 0 - 

1051 Study that fine Art of being. Secret, and 
yet civil. He that fets up for Converfation, and is 
not Matter of this, had need of a fufficient Stock 
of Confidence; elfe he muft needs break. % 


1052 Speak with Contempt of no. Man. Every. 


one -hath’ a tender Senfe of Reputation.- And 


every Man hath a Sting, which he may, if pro-: 


voked too far, dart out at one time or other. . 
1053 If Paffion feize thee, and thou canft not 
avoid it; fee that it difcharge itfelf without Preju- 
dice to any other. This is a way to prevent much 
Vexation and Mifchief. 4s wae: 
1054 Often thou mayft put off People. with 
conditional Promifes, and fair Words. But.2 po- 
fitive Promife thou oughteft never to make, but 


: 


where thou meaneft to perform it pundtually. = 
1055 So order the Method and Courfe of thy . 


Study and Bufinefs, that there fhall never be any 
fpare Time lying upon thy Hands: and then’twill 
never feem to pafs away tco flowly and wearily. 
1056 If thou fupprefleft Anger in thy felf, thou 
cgonqucreft with Hercules, one of the Furies. But 
if thou tameft all thy Paffions, thou leadeft Cerbe- 
rus in Chains. ar 


2 1057 Make 


I 


[79] 


1057 Make the Thoughts of Mortality famili- 
ar; and habituate thy felf into a Capacity of dying. 
This will prevent the great Amazement, which a 
Fit of Sicknefs might caufe. 

1058 Rather perfuade thy felf, than thy Friend, 
to keep thy own Countel: For how wouldeft thou , 
have another keep that Secret, which concerns him 
not; when thou thy felf canft not, whom it doth 
concern? eae 

1059 Make notrial of thy Friends, {0 as to lofe 
them : and yet try them fometimes: which thou 
mayft do, if not having nced of them, thou feign- 
eft, and makeft as though thou hadft need of 
_ them. 

1060 Avoid the Company of thofe that are ve- 

Poor and Neceffitous; very Proud, Scornful, 
Bitionste 3 are great Difputers, Criticifers, Cen- 
forious ; as alfo of Jefters, Jecrers, and Buffoons. - 

1061 Let thy Jefts look not like the Iffue of 
Labour and Study, as if they were {queezed from 
thy Brain; but be eafy, and acute: [Elfe not they, 
but thou wilt be the Object of Laughter. : 

1062 Try to b? happy in this very prefent Mo- 
ment; and put not off being fo to a Time ta 
come: as though that Time fhould be of another 
Make from this, which is already come, and is 
Ours. : 

1063 Engrofs not all the Talk, though thou 
beeft in never fo jocund a Humour. The 
Good-will and Favour of the Company is as well 
gotten, by giving ear courteoufly, as by {pcaking- 
pleafantly. Bes 

- 1064. When thou makeft Prefents, let, them 
be of fuck Things as will laft long; to the end they 
may be in fome fort Immortal; and may fre-. 
quently refrefh the Memory of the Recciver. 


E 1065 Never 
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1065 Never encourage, but always beat off 
Lifteners, News-mongets, and Medlers. For their 
Difcourfe is of fuch Things as are never profita- 
ble; but moftly mifchievous, and dangerous to be 
heard. 

- 1066 It’s an unhandfome, and an ill-bred thing, 
to talk too much to thy Guefts of thy Entertain- 
ment, by way of either Boaft, or Excufe; either 
as to Difhes, or Dreffing. 

. 1067 If thou canft get an opportunity, try thy 
Friend before thou trufteft him. He takes up 
Meanings but rafhiy, that will not ftay till the 
Author explains himéelf by Overt-Acts. 

. 3068 To work a Man to thy Bent: 1. Know 
his Inclinations. 2. Obfervehis Ends. 3. Search 
out his Weaknefs. And fo thou mayft either 
draw or drive him. 

1069 Believe not that. every one loves thee. 
This is a fond Conceit, which commonly young 
unexperienced People, and good Natures, are apt 
to take up: and it frequently brings them into the 
Briars. 

1070 Never fquander away the precious Time, 
when thou findeft thy felf fic for Study, or Bufi- 
nefs. Oh! thatis agolden Hour: lofe it not what-. 
ever happens in the way to catch it from thee. ~ 

1071 I love not to fee a great Lump of Books 
lumbering about a Chamber, or Study : It fpeaketh 
either a rambling unprofitable Reading, or a flo- 
venly, lazy way of Living. bos 

1072 Be fure lofe nothing that is worth keeping. 
This will make thy Store full in time. It was not 
much for his Credit, that boafted he had forgot- 
ten more, than his Antagonift had read. 

1073 Let the Care of one Bufines be com-, 
mitted but to one Perfon; for otherwife, befides. 
Difagreement which may arile, when Account is 

I taken, 
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taken, every ones Anf{wer is, That he thouzht o- 
thers had donc it. 

1074 If thou defireft to be a plaufible and very 
acceptable Companion, thou hatt need comply 
with every one; and be always gay, chearful and 
complaifant; without any Humour of thy own, 
but borrowing that of the Company. 

1075 Intelling of pleafant Stories, avoid frequent 
faying, Quoth he, Said I, And fo Sir, &e. 
Alfo fall not into tedious Repetitions, and imperti- 
nent Circumftances. 

1076 In committing a Secret to another, thou 
fhouldeft imitate thofe, who in trying whether a 
new Veffel be Leaky, firlt prove it with Water, 
before they truft it wich Wine. 

1077 If ever thou haft occafion to borrow, or 
take upon truit, make it thy great care to reftore 
and pay well; and then thou'le not diminith thy 
Eftate or Reputation. 

1078 Have not too low Thoughts of thy f{elf. 
The Confidence a Man hath of his being pleafanr 
in his Demeanour, is a means whereby he infallibly 
cometh to be fuch. 

1079 Thou mayft learn as much by ‘others 
Faults, as by their Inftructions. The Examples of 
Imperfections are in a Manner as ufcful towards 
the making a Man perfect, as thofe of Wifdom 
and Perfection. : 

1080 Above all things in the World, put not 
People into thorough Frishts. Some have never 
recovered it as long as tacy lived. Fie’s an ex- 
ceeding ili Man, that makes no cilerence between 
Mirth and Mifchief. 

1081 Never maintain an Arcument with vain 
Drolls, and Buffoons, who make thy Scrioufne’s 
their Sport; and if they can but compas it, ta. 

E2 make: 
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-make the Company laugh, the whole Current 
will run againit thee. we 
. .1082 At Table, thou art not to obferve what, 
and how others eat; nor art thou to difpraife or 
praife immioderately the Meat; or fmell to it. If 
thou fufpecteft it, let it alone; and offend not o- 
thers. 

1083 Beware of fullen Silence in Company, and 
difcontented Looks, thy Eye turning to all, while 
thy Face ftandeth ftill. "Iwill be thought, thou 
diflikeft them all, and cenfureft what every one 
{peaks or does. 

- 1684 When thou art threatned with fome un- 
welcome Accident of Life, lofe not time in exa- 
mining how heavy the Blow will be; but rather 
think of the Means to avoid it. Or elfe prepare 
thy felf to receive it. a. a4 
_ 1085 Brag not of having obliged thy Friend: 
*tis an Injury to him, if thou doft but fpeak of it. 
Leave itto him to celebrate thy Generofity.- Thou 
canft not wifh for a more remarkable Teftimony: 
of his Gratitude. 

1086 Set not thy Heart upon corporeal Pleafure ; 
for the Defire of it is full of Anxiety; the Purfuit 
of it tormenteth with Doubt and Fear: the Satiety 
of it is Repentance: and Loathing is its certain 
Confequence. 

~ 1087 Procure with all Diligence, that in every 
Place and Action thou mayft be inwardly Free, 
and Mafter of thy felf; and that all things may be 
under thee, that thou mayft be Lord of thy Acti- 
ons. 

1088 Learn this from me; and affure thy felf, 
the beft way for every one is, not to be crafty, and 
over-reaching ; but plain and fincere: and that it’s 
very poffible to be fo, and yet remain wife and. 
prudent in thy Affairs. : 

1089 When 
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1089 When thou art afraid thy Bufinefs will’ 


hardiy be accepted, or granted; the beft way will 
be, to propole it by Parcels; that one Piece may 
be digelted before the other be offered. 

togo Jf thou art a Mafter, command accord- 
inz to Reafon and Sweetnefs; not imperioully, or 
with fuch opprobrious Language, as may dilcon- 
tent, and chale away a Servant. 

tog1 Taxe heed how thou offendeft Men 
raifed from low Condition. ‘They commonly re+ 
tain bafe Spirits; are ever jealous of Affronts and 
Contempt; and will moft eafily come to hate 
and mifchief thee. 

1092 If what thou reporteft be not believed ; 

do not {wear it, nor grow hot; nor ufe any Im- 
precations upon thy {clf, nor lay Wagers; nor 
conceive thy felf engaged to defend ir, or that he 
that believes thee not, affronts thee. 
_ 1093 If thou wouldeft live quiet, take heed not 
to provoke Men that are in Power; but live with. 
out giving Offence: And if thou canft not make 
: all great Men thy Friends, it may fuffice to keep 
them from being thy Enemies. 

1094 If thou art fubject to any fecret Folly; 
blab it not abroad, left thou appear Impudent; 
much lefs boaft of ir, left thou feem Infolent. Every 
Man’s Vanity ought to be his grcatcft Shame; and 
every Man’s Folly his greateft Secret. 

1995 I would have thee deal prudently; yet fo 
fincerely, that thou needeft not fear the Famine 
tion of thy Actions and Purpofes; and haft no 
reafon to refufe witneffes,even of thy very Thoughts, 
if fuch a thing were poffible. 

1096 Ufe not at Table any flovenly, nafty, or 
naufeous Difcourfe; nor find fault with the Meat 
or Dreffing; nor be angry with thy Servants; nor 

E 3 do 
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do any thing that may interrupt the Chearfulnefs 
of the Company. 

1097 Say not, This is true, and I can juttify it; 
yet I pray {peak not of it to any one: for this is 
an unfair, and an unfafe way of going. Ratherdo 
thou keep the Matter to thy felf; and furely no 
harm wili come of it. : 

1098 Avoid that fort of ftudious Spirit ( oppo- 
fire to the Spirit of Bufinefs ) which hunts after the 
Pleafure of mere Knowing; or the Glory of be- 
ing accounted Learned. 

. 1099 When thou judgeft of a particular Action, 
thou art to confider the feveral Circumftances and 
Motives, and the whole Man, by whom it was 
performed, before thou giveft it a Name. 

1100 Add not a fecond Evil to that which thou 
already endureft, by fuffering thy felf to be over- 
come with Impatience. Impatience does not di- 
minifh, but always augments the Evil. 
> r10r1 Beware of defiring every thing thou art 
pleated withal. If for the obtaining of it thou 
muft do any thing that is unhandfome, or under- 
go great Trouble or Hatred: its my Advice » 
that thou think no more of it. 

1102 Put not onthe Gravity of a Man of Un- 
derftanding, nor fpeak in Print, among fuch as 
now nothing. But let thy felf down to thofe 
thou converfeft with; and fometimes affect Igno- 
rance. 

1103 Appear not in Converfation folicitous to 
engrois ail the Refpect to thy felf; but be con- 
tent with a reafonable Diftribution; and allow it 
to others, that thou mayft have it returned to thee. 

ot Be fearful only of thy felf; and ftand in 
awe of none more than of thine own Confcience. - 
There is a Cato in every Man; a fevere Cenfor 
of his Manners. And he that reverences this 

Judge, 
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Judge, will feldom do any thing he need repent’ 
of. 


1105 Do nothing that may juftly give Offence 
to well-bred and virtuous Perfons, by undecent 
Behaviours; as lolling, ftaring about, frequent 
changing Poftures, making odd Faces, much Spit- 
ting, ce 

1106 Let all men know thee; but let no Man 
know thee thoroughly. As no Man dares crofs a 
River on foot till he have found out the Depth of 
the Ford; even fo, a Man is reverenced, {0 long 
as the Bottom of his Capacity is not feen. 

1107 Overkind not Gratitude; he that finds 
himfelf in an Impoffibility to make Satisfaction, 
will break off the Correfpondence. The way to 
lofe fome fort of Friends, is exceffively to oblige 
them: for being unable to repay, they will with- 
draw ; and from being obliged Friends, turn Ene- 
mies. 

1108 It’s not fufficient for thee to obferve the 
effential Duties of Probity, which make a good 
Man: But alfo thou art to practife thofe of Soci- 
ety, which make a well-bred Man. 

1109 Wait upon him whom thou art to {peak 
to, with thy Eye; for there be many cunning’ 
Men that have fecret Heads, andtranfparent Coun- 
tenances. Yet this would be done witha demure 
Abafing of thy Eye fometimes. 

1110 In feeking Victory over thy Nature, fet’ 
not thy felf too great, nor too fmall Tasks: for. 
the will make thee heartlefs, by often failings; 
and the fecond will make thee negligent, though ” 
by often Prevailings. 

1111’ Come not to Converfation with Fear; 
for thereby thou accufeft thy felf of Weaknefs, 
and wilt be difabled: and the Company wi.] take 
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thee at thy word, and not much efteem thee, 
nor mind what thou fayeft. 

-1112 Ufe not a direct Contradiction to an 
one, unlefs it be a very Impudent Inferior. It’s 
an Affront, becaufe it’s a fort of giving the Lie to 
the Underftanding and Honefty of another. 

1113 Never pafs Sentence in Choler, or any 
other Perturbation, left thou find juft Caufe (as 
Philip of Macedon) of appeal from thy Self blind- 
ed with Paffion, to thy Self feeing with the Eye 
of Reafon. 

1114 Regard not trivial Emulation, Difrefpec, 
and Oppofitions in {mall Matters: but be at peace 
with thy Confcience: have a Value for thy felf; 
and go fubftantially about thy own Bufinefs. 

1115 Whenfoever thou breakeft out of thy 
common Way, and falieft into Anger, Difcontent 
or Jollity ; at fuch a Time take heed, and let Pru- 
dence keep thee, elfe thy Tongue will be apt to run. 
away with thy Brains. 

_ 1116 Be ever diftruftful of a fearful and cow- 
ardly Perfon; as being the more to. be feared.than. 
others; in regard that wanting Courage and Gene-. 
rofity, he will be apt to make ufe of Artifices and 
Treachery. Add to this, fuch are ever apt to be 
moft cruel. on 

1117. Take a little Leifure to confider what 
frightens thee: perhaps thou wilt not fear it at all, 
when thou fhalt have reflected on it. At leaft, the 
Apprehenfion thou haft of it will not be fo great. 

1118 Keep thy {elf as much as may be, from 
being interefted in other Mens Affairs; and from 
becoming their Guarrantee, and refponfible for 
what they do. Thy own Bufinefs and Actions may 
find thee Concern and Employment enough. 

1119 If thy Friend misbehave himfelf toward. 
thee, break not off Friendfhip therefore immedi- 

ately ; 
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ately; but rather try by all means to reform him. 

_So fhalt thou not only retain to thee thy old Friend, 
"but fhalt alfo double his Friendfhip. 

1120 If one ask a Favour of thee, which thou 
_haft no mind to grant; make no frivolous Excu- 

fes, for they but difoblige. Buta handfome manly 
Denial, with a plain Reafon offered, often fends 
away a Petitioner {atished. 

1121 Make it the Bufinefs of thy Life not to 
grow rich, or famous, but to be innocent, and as 

_ufeful to the World as thou canft. Thou wilt be 
more pleafed with the Good thou haft done to 
others, than with that thou haft done to thy felf. 

1122 Fancy not fuch a Sufficiency in thy felf, 
that thou canft live without the World. This 
wouid be a mighty foolifh Miftake. Nor imagine 
thy felf fo necetfary, that other People cannot live 

‘without thee. This would be a greater. 

1123 Let no fcurrilous Language fly out of thy 
_Mouth. Revile and Curfe no Man, though thou 
beeft never fo angry; Imprecations will fet the 

Company againft thee; and lay thee open to Cen- 
fure: Bat will not hurt him againft whom thou ut- 
tereft them. 

_ 124 If any begin a Relation, fay not, I knew 
it all. And if he report it not fully, or rightly 5 
tell him not, Ic was not fo. But have patience 
till he has done; and then thou mayft (leave be- 
ing asked) fay, Things are differently told; and I 

have heard it thus; or, with this Addition. 

1125 In Studies, whatfoever thou commandeft 
upon thy felf, appoint fect Hours for it. - But for 
whatfoever is agreeable to thy Nature, and de- 

‘Tightful to thee; take no care for any fet Times. 
For thy Thoughts will fly to it of themf{clves 

1126 In feconding another, add fomewhat of 
_ thy own; if thou wouldeft grant his Opinion, let 
E5 it 


Ta 
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it be with fome Diftinétion: If thou wilt follow 
his Motion, let it be with Condition. If thou al- 


loweft his Countel, let it be be with alledging fur- 
ther Reafon. 


1127 Wear good Cloaths: They open all Doors 


“to us, and procure Reception. “Tis the exterior 


Part ftriking firft the Sight, that makes the firft 
Impreffion: and doubtlefs we ought to make that 
firft Impreffion favourable. 

1128 Sometimes conceal a Secret from thy moft 


‘intimate Friend, or at leaft for awhile: Other- 


wife he may think thou haft delivered the reft to 
him, out of a Faciliry, rather than Confidence in 
him. ‘ 

1129 If thou contemneft and regardeft not a 
{mail Fault, thou committeft a great one. Thou 
oughteft to give the Water no Pallage no not 2 
little; left it make a Breach; and chat Breach let 
in an Inundation. — 

1130 When thou fpeakeft to any, efpecially of 
Quality, look them full in the Face; other Ge- 
ftures betraying either want of Breeding, Confi- 
dence, or Honefty. Dejected Eyes confefs ( to 


‘moft Judgments) Guile, or low Spirits, or Folly. 


1131 Be always in Hoftility againft Vices; and 
in perfect Harmony with thy felf. Now to com- 


. pafs thefe, thou art only to keep up an’ Agreement 


between thy Words and Thoughts; thy Actions 
and Words, and thy Defires and Actions. 

1132 To keep a Friends be not with him too 
long at a Time: Study his Temper; make thy 
Company pleafant; at leaftwife not uneafy tohim. 
Therefore dwell not too much upon thy own 
Grievances, or others Mifdoings; or any thing 
elfe, that may either vex, or fire him. 

1133 Where thou meaneft never to return, 
extend thy Liberality at firft coming; or as a 

fee 
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feeft convenient, directing thy abode there. For 
what thou giveft at parting is quite loft. 

1134 Letters are a Proxy Methad of conver- 
fing at a Diftance; therefore write them in almoft 
as familiar a Stile as thou wouldeft difcourfe with 
the Perfon, if he were actuaily prefent. 

1135 Leave Cares and Troubles toothers, and | 
get to thy felf Calmnefs and Quiet: So fhalt thou 
potlefs an Happinefs which Kings can neither keep 
with themfelves, nor fuffer among their Neigh- 
bours. 

1136 It were better to difcredit Vice withScorn, 
than to give ic Reputation by Invectives : and to 
laugh with Succefs, than to put thy felf into any 
Choler without Profit. Confider other Mens Fol- 
lies without partaking of them. In my Opinion, 
Democritus was wifer than Herachtus. 

1137 When thou writeft to thy Friend, ftudy | 


not how to make an elaborate Piece of it; as if : 


thou wert penning an Oration. But purfue thy 
firft Intention at random; and run on, letting one 
Thought and Word beget another. 

1138 Do nothing by mere Imitation ; but pur- 
fue the Dictates of thy own Senfc, and the pecu- 
liar Mode of thy Thought. For whatever is for- 
ced and affected, is unnatural and naufeous. 

1139 Since thou canft not wholly. efcape the 
Attacks of Paffions and Perplexities; there is no 
way left for thee, but toendeavaur all thou can 
to fubdue or divert them. 7 

1140 Never fcek forgreat Bufinefs, but endea- 
vour to efcape into the Eafe and Freedom of a 
private Life; where thou mayft go thy own way, 
and thy own pace, in the common Circle of 
Life. 

1141 Refolve fometimes, upon occafion, to de- 
ny thy (elf fome Satisfagions, which thy Appetite 

craves, 
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craves, though they feem reafonable. This will 
make Difappointments and crofs Accidents eafier. 
 x142 If thou art ofa good-natur’d, foft and pity- 
ing Difpofition, be not unwarily free to Strangers, 
or Relations of a mean Fortune; left they crave 
too much, and think all thou haft their due. 

‘ 1143 Hearken to the Voice of thy own Rea- 
fon ( not Fancy) fpeaking within thee. And 
whenever thou art convinced that thou oughteft to 
do any thing, do it quickly and certainly. Say to 
thy felf, I ought, and therefore I will. 

1144 Be not too wary and cautious in thy Opi- 
nion about fmall things among wife Men: Forto 
whifper Proclamations is ridiculous, and tell a Man 
what Day of the Month itis, without formal con- 
fidering, is extreamly filly. 

1145 If thou wilt be judging, practife firft at 
‘home: and if thou continueft that, till there be 
nothing to correct; I doubt not but thy Neigh- 
bours will be well enough fecured againit thy De~ 
tractions. « 

1146 Whenever thou findeft the ill Humour 
fermenting within thee, and ready to break out 
in Declamations againft thy Brethren: Check it 
ae this fhort Queftion,; Would I my felf be thus 
ufed ? 

1147 Be not too frank and open in Difcourfe, 
nor Icofe in Carriage ; for it lays a Man naked, 
‘and expofes him to the Contempt and Cenfure of 
fuch, as are more compofed and recollected. 

1148 Attempt only fuch.things as thou mayft 
reafonably judge on within thy Power: Giving 
over an Enterprize is difcreditable; for it imply- 
eth either Folly in the Affaying, or Levity in the 
Profecuting, the 
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1149 Labour to forefee and prevent Evils: but 
when it is come to that, that they exceed thy 
Power of Refiftance, “twill be beit, by timing, 
and difcreet waiting, to expect Opportunity. For 
things in time may have contrary Revolutions. 

1150 Before thou reprehendeft another, confi- 
der, and take heed thou art not guilty of the fame 
thing, or a worfe. If thou cleanfeft a Blor with 
blotted Fingers, thou wilt make a greater Blur. 

1151 Be generally lefs apt to fpeak, than to hear: 
What thou heareft thou receiveft; what thou 
fpeakeft thou giveft. It is more glorious indced 
to give; bur more profitable to receive. 

1152 Make ufe of Time if thou valueft Eter- 
nity. Yefterday cannot be recalled: To Morrow 
can’t be affured: To Day only is thine; which if 
thou procraftinateft, thou lofeft: which lof is loft 
for ever. 

1153 Never fay a Thing either in a Man’s Pre- 
fence or Abfence, which may einen him, un- 
lefs there be a good Reafon for fo doing : Why 
fhouldeft thou needlefly make thy felf Enemies? 
‘ 1154 Be not over-earneftly defirous of being 
beloved. If thou beeft perceived never fo little 
to exceed in the Artifices of infinuating thy felf, 
thou wilt become contemptible and odious. 

1155 If thou happeneft to be advanced in the 
World, remember to retain the fame Humility 
‘thou hadft before thy Rife. And look back to 
the good Intentions that fojourned with thee in thy 
lower Eftate. 

1156 [ would have thee either not hear, or not 
“mind fmall Injuries; nay, if thou wert told them, 
I would not have thee know the Author. In fo 
doing thou may mend thy felf, and never be 
malicious to the Perfon. 


1157 Bo. 
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‘1157 Beware of fetting up that fturdy Refolu- 
tion which fome make, never to give over what 
they have once begun; but at all Adventure, to 
go on, come what will of itr. This may run thee 
into inextricable Inconveniencies. : 
_ 1158 Let all thy Remarks and Obfervations be 
committed to writing every Night: And fo in a 
fhort time thou wilt have a Book of Prudence and 
Experience of thy own making. How many fine 
things hath the beft of us forgot? 

1159 If thy Enemy upbraid thee, and it be juft- 
ly, labour to fhake off that Corruption, and be 

lad to have it difcovered to thee: If it be un- 
juttly, let it be thy Joy to bear ic contentedly. 
Truth may break out in time. 

1160 If any fhall willingly offer thee an Injury, 
Jet him know that thou canit fee it: But withal let 
him know that thou canft fcorn it too; unlefs it 
be of fuch a Nature, that the bearing of it is an 
Offence and Mifchief to another. 

1161 In doing of Bufinefs, fomething unfeen 
nee which thou muft manage by 
a fudden Thought and Difcretion ; either to order 
it, or avoid it. "Tis not for Man fully to forefee 
all Events. 

1162 Good Cloaths, an handfome Mien, plea- 
fant Converfation, and ingenious Difcourfe, will 
ake more advantageous to thee, than greater 

7irtues; becaufe they fuic the World, and are of 
daily Ute. 

1163 If thou canft not commend others, pru- 
cence enjoins thee to be filent; for if thou fpeak- 
eft ill of them, it creates Jealoufy in thofe that 
hear thee; that thou dealeft in the fame rigid 
Manner in other Places with them too. 
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1164 If thou wilt lec nothing go fmoothly in 
Converfation , but wilt {till be doubting and argu- 
ing; thou wilt be efchewed like a vicious Horfe, 
that Kicks, and Strikes all he can reach. 

1165 Thou mayft make thy felf more learned 
by Reading; but wifer only by Acting. Spend 
not all thy Vigor in Difcipline; in the Dreffing 
Room of the Soul: but ftep out into the World, 
and live as well as think. 

1166 I would have thee look upon thy Kin- 
man, almoft with the fame Eye that thou behold- 
eft a Stranger: And if the Stranger’s Worth much 
excel him, I would have thee prefer him. Virtue 
refpects not Blood and Alliance. 

1167 It is not credible, but that if thou ufeit 
thy urmoft Endeavour to acquire Virtue, thou 
mayft attain it. I never faw the Man that wanted 
Strength, if he had bute Will for this Purpofe. 

1168 In Affi.ction, thou art not to feck com- 
fort from thofe that be merry; but of others that 
be forrowful, and in worfe Condition than thy 
felf: So wilt thou find it’s bur a little thou fuffereft, 
in refpect of what others endure. 

1169 If when thou art angry thou couldeft but 
command thy Tongue, and defer Revenge or 
Punifhment till fome fitter Time; thou wouldeft 
hot often repent of it. And fuch Wrath would 
feldom do amifs. 

1170 Throw no Courtefies away upon Perfons 
that are either proud or covetous; the one being 
of that Fondnefs as to think all but his own De- 
fert; and the other of that Bafencfs, as to make 
no kind of Requital. 

1171 Live not on Opinions; but think for thy 
felf, and act with Reafon; and fhun carefully the 


“Contagion of Minds; which communicates it {elf 


by 
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‘by the Ways and Manners of thofe we converfe 

“with ee, 

‘ y172 Endeavour to regulate thy own Paffions, 
and to bear with thofe of others. "To be angty 
with thy felf for the leaft Peccadillo: But to frame 
Excufes for the Crimes and Offences which thy 
‘Neighbour commits. 

1172 If thou doft good Works only for Praife, 
thou felleft an ineftimable Jewel for a Trifle; and 

‘that would purchafe Heaven for thee, thou parteft 

“with for the Breath of the People. 

1174 Take more care and pains to be, than to 
feem. All thofe that will be fuch as they defire to 
fcem, will be fevere Reformers of themfelves; and 
will fooner {py their own Faults, than other Mens 
Failings. ; 

1175 I advife thee to order thy Steps like a 
Man that is walking in the Bogs; where if he ob- 

‘ferve the Tracks of thofe that have gone before 

_him, he may be fafe; but if his Foot flips, or he 
tread wrong; he fticks in the Mire. 7 

1176 I would have thy Life to be, not like'a 
Torrent, or rapid River; nor yet like a ftanding 
dead Pool: but rather as a clear Stream, fliding 
on in a conftant Silence, and fweet Gentlenels. 

1177 If it be in thy Power, chufe a middle 

‘State of Life; fuch as is neither very eminent, 

_nor very abject: Becaufe it behoves thee to live in 
a civil Socicty, neither as a Lion, nor as a Moufe. 

1178 Let thy Words be fitred to thy Matter 5 

~and when the Subject is familiar, let the Srile be 

‘fo too. But great Thoughts muft have fuirable 
Expreffions. And there oucht to be a kind of 
Tranfport in the one, to anfver the other. 

1179 Of Authors; be fire to make choice of 
the beft in their Kind, and bef for thy Purpole; 
and ftick clofe to them: and though thou mayft — 

, take 
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take up others by the by, yet referve felect ones 
however for thy main Study and Imitation. 

1180 Let a good Face perfuade thee to call, 
ood Conditions to alight and enter, and a good 
ortion put you to Bed. For where Weaith only 

is, there will be a coid Affection; ard where At- 
fection only is, there will be coid Content. 

1181 Haften not too much the Payment of a 
good Turn; it is one fort of Ingratitude: for ’tis 
as much as to fay, I wiil not be beholden; here, 
take your own again. Neither return a much 
greater Gift than thou receivedft,; for that wil 
feem to reproach the Smallnefs of the received. 

1182 In teaching thy Child, rather dally with 
him, than terrify him: for no Art or Science en- 
treth kindly into the Mind, that is driven in for- 
cibly. Difcretion and Mildnefs will lead a Child: 
but Paffion and Punifhment will fright all his Wits 
away. 

1183 Endeavour to be laft; and to fearch out 
other Mens Opinions and Inclinations, before thou 
difcovereft-thy own. And this thou mayft the 
better do, if thou makeft fhew of a carelets Free- 
dom, whilft thou keepeft thy felf clofe. 

1184 Judge of thy Improvement, not by what 
thou fpeakeft, or by what thou writeft; but by 
the Firmnefs of thy Mind, and the Government 
of thy Paffions and Affections. It would be well 
worth thy time, thus to confider thy felf, and what 
Progrefs thou haft made. 

. 1185 Endure Reproof when thou doeft ami&. 
Its a Benefit which Princes are deprived of; for 
ie converfe familiarly with very few Perfons, 
and thofe make it their only Bufinefs to humour, 
not to advife them. 

’ 4186 Be not too much wedded to thy own. 
Sentiments. If thou maintaineft them with Ob- 
‘ ftinacy, 
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ftinacy, moft People merely to comply with thy 
Humour, and to avoid offending thee, will leave 
thee in an Error. 

1187 To keep up, and improve Friendfhip, 
thou muft be willing to receive a Kindnefs, as 
well as to do one. If thou always refufeft, thou 
taxeft the Profferer with Indifcretion, and decla- 
reft his Afiftance needlefs. 

1188 If thou hateft or diflikett any Man, be 
fure ‘conceal it; for if thou fheweit thy felf an 
Enemy, when thou mayft as well Iet it alone, thou 
workeft a Mifchief to thy felf, that might never 
have happened. 

1189 Talk over thy Bufinefs with a Friend: 
tho’ his Advice may be but weak, yet thy own 
Thoughts laid open may be thus the better confi- 
dered. And befides, he may poffibly let fall fome- 
thing that may be a good Hint. 

1190 Be not too fecret in things that require it 
. not. Twill make People fufpect thee in all things 5 
and then thou’lt not live upon the Square with 
them, and they'll take all thy Actions for fo ma- 
ny Lies. 

1191 Forecaft, and think what may be plotted 
again{t thee, and how far it may injure thee; and 
what thou haft that lieth expofed to Danger; and 
how either to avoid, or bear it; and fo think thy 
felf into Security. 

1192 If thou obferveft any Obftruction in thy 
Bufinefs, prefs not forward with too much Violence 5 
but take time, and act warily and prudently; not 
fiercely, nor impatiently: ‘To-morrrow a new 
Scene of things may open. 

1193 Be not rafh to expoftulate with, and fu- 
fpect every Rumour, left thy Conjectures and Sur- 
mifes befal thee; and thou afterwards find no 
Caufe for them any where extant, but in thy own 

rain. 
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Brain. Multi aliis jus peccandi fufpice nndo foce 
runt. 

1194 If-thou wouldeft try the Sincerity and 
Faithfulne&S cf any; put them upon that very 
thing thou fufpecteft their Fidelity molt frail in. 
This is to lay a Bait, and fpreada Net in the Face 
of another’s Virtue. 

1195 If thou haft a Sure to any where thou 

‘thinkeft it difficult to fpeed; come upon him 
unexpectedly : Sudden Surprizal quickens the Party 
to Attention; and cuts off Deliberation tor Ob- 
jections and Excufes. 

1196 When the Indignation of a great Man is 

kindled againft thee, meet him with fuch Lan- 
guage and Behaviour, as may infinuate an Ac- 
knowledgment of his Power. For to fuch it’s Vi- 
Ctory to have their Potency acknowledged. 
_ 1197 When a popular Opinion is grown vio- 
lent, by no means attempt to refift it with Vio- 
lence. Thou mayft to as much purpofe blow a- 
gaint an Hurricane: If thou let it fy over thee, 
perhaps ’twill {oon be gone. 

1198 In ail thy Undertakings; firft fic down, 
and propofe tothy felf a Form, Pattern or Scheme 
to work by. Make thy Model before thou build- 
eft; and go not too far in it without due Prepa- 
ration. 

1199 When unjuft Sufpicions are entertained 
concerning thee, which may prove of dangerous 
Confequence ; give as prefent, and plain Satisfa~ 
étion as thou canft. For this is an untying of the 
Knot, which kept their Opinions bound. 

1200 Affect not Innovations too much; for 
there is an Incongruity in all new Things with the 
old; and they piece not fo well together. And 
fuch Experiments are commonly dangerous, except 
the Neceffity be urgent. 

1201 If 
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1201 If thou wilt keep Refpect; let not thy 
Face, Language, or Gefture, too freely loofe to 
thy own, or another’s Mirth. Thou fhalt never 
bind up Men in a folid Refpect to thee, by too 
much loofing thy felf. 

1202 When Calamities come, confider wifely 
thy Courfes; and fearch well into thy Self and 
Actions, whether thou haft not been the Caufe of 
them ; before thou blameft Fortune, and breakeft 
out into Complaints. 

1203 Seeft thou thy Store fmall, and thy Means 
weak, be content then with fmall things: Thank 
God for what thou haf: Do thy Endeavours ho- 
neftly: Defpair not of enough: And fay, Deus 
providebit, God will provide. . 

1204 Defame not a Woman publickly, though 

thou believeft her to be wicked. For thofe that 
are faulty cannot endure to be accufed; but will 
feek to be revenged on thee: And thofe that are 
not guilty, will not endure unjuft Reproach. 
“ 1205 Be not too familiar with mean People, 
whom Ignorance and ill Breeding render Infolent: 
So that being infenfible of a Civility that is done 
them, they never confider it as a Courtefy, but 
prefume ic is their due. 

1206 If at any time thou feeleft in thy felf that 
thou ar: tempted concerning thy Belief, never dif 
pute with the Temptation: but immediately re- 
ject it with Contempt, and fall upon fome Bufi- 
nefs, Recreation, or Company. — 

1207 Avoid Idlenefs; and fill up all the Voids 
and Spaces of thy Time with ufeful Employ- 
ments. But of all the Employments, bodily La- 
bour is the moft ufeful for the driving away of 
the Devil. 
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1208 Be not inquifitive into the Affairs of other 
Men; nor the Faults of thy Servants; nor the 
Miftakes of thy Friend: Why thouidett thou! go 
out to gather Sticks, to burn thy own Houte 
with ? 

1209 Be not always ready to excufe every Over- 
fight of thine; or Indifcretion; or ill Action. But 
if ‘thou beeft guilty of it, confefs it plainly, though 
not impudently. For Virtue {corns a Lie for its 
Cover. 

1210 Supprefs the firft Motions of Senfualicy ; 
its Infant Approaches are weak and eafy to be re- 
fitted, if thou dott but {ct upon it before it has 
feduced thy Will, or gained too much upon thy 
Reafon. 

1211 Confider ferioufly with thy felf, what Fi- 
gure is the mot fit for thee to make in the World: 
And then find out, and fix upon a Method and 
Rule, in order thereunto; which be fureto obferve 
ftrictly: 

_ 1212 Jn matters of Concern, do not begin to 
{peak before thou hait fome fort of Sketch of it 
in thy mind what to fay; and a Reafon why thou 
fpeakeft. Words are like Arrows, that ought not 
to be thot without Aim ata Mark. 

1213 Attribute ill Succefs to the Neglect of 
thy Counfel; nor be angry if thy Advice be not: 
followed. But give Liberty to others, to think a3 
well of their own Sufficiency, as thou doft of 
thine. 

_ 1214 Think how much work is behind: how 
flow thou haft wrought in thy Time that is paft: 
And what a Reckoninz thou fhouldeft make, if thy 
Mafter fhould call thee this Day to thine Ac- 
count. BP Os é 
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1215 Never marry a Wife meerly for Beauty. 
A fair Wife without a Fortune, islike a fine Houfe 
without Furniture. Thou mayft pleafe thy felf 
with the Profpect; but there’s nothing within’ to 
keep thee warm. 

1216 Pretend not to more Knowledge than 
thou really haft: but be content ( upon occafion) 
to feem Ignorant, where thou art fo: Left thou 
. erecta Credit, which thou canft not fupport; and 
fo bring thy felf to fhame. 

1217 Abitain from wanton, diffolute, and fool- 
ith Laughter; from petulent and uncomely Jefts ; 
Jeering, loud Talking; and all fuch things as in 
civil Account are Indecencies and Incivilities. 

1218 If the Subject of Converfation be what 
thou art not much verfed in; then ufe thy Ear 
more than thy Tongue: and let what thou fayeft 
tend chiefly to draw them on, to make the Mat- 
ter plain to thy Apprehenfion. . 

1219 Laugh not at any one fo as to run him 
off from his good Humour. This foolifh and ill- 
naturd Mirth hath often caufed everlafting Enmi- 
ty; and fometimes hath occafioned Duelling and 

Murther. - ; 
"1220 Speak not any thing concerning one that 
is abfent, that thou dareft not fay if he were pre- 
fent. It’s a moft bale Thing: The Company is 
bound to vindicate him; and perhaps thou may{t 
be cailed to Account for it. 

1221 If thou canft not do a Bufinefs juft now, 
throw it not away therefore quite; but confider, 
and fet thy felf a Time todo it in. And ever- 
more be fixed and refolved to make ufe of that 
Time for ir. . 

1222 Be Induftrious; and fo Difficulties will 
give Place. Ufe makes Practice eafy: and Pra- 
ctice begets Cuftom, and a Habit of Things, to 

facilitate 
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facilitate what thou ‘couldeft not conccive attaina. 
ble at the firft Undertaking. 

1223 Live well, and make Virtue thy Guide; 
and then Iet Death come fooncr or later, it mat- 
ters not. Then ‘twill be a friendly Hand that 
opens the Inlet to a certain Happinefs, and puts 
an end to doubrful and allayed Pleafures. 

1224. Defire not the higheft Place; nor be trou- 
blefome with impertinent Debafing thy felf, by 
refufing to go firft, and throwing thy Arms about 
like a Fencer; and {pending time in beinziner eat- 
ed to do what is fitting. 

1225 Obferve thy own Adtions, and the Oi- 
ginal of them. Confider thy Thoughts and In- 
tentions with great Care and Circumfpection: Elfe 
thou fhalt never arrive (in any tolerable meafure ) 
to the Knowledge of what thou docft well or 


ill. 

1226 With morofe Perfons deal freely, openly, 
and familiarly ; that they may think they {ce thro’ 
thy Defigns. So thalt thou ftrike them in the 
right Vein, and make them more tractable. 

1227 Admit of a reafonable Excufe for the 
Failure of a Promife; and oblige not a Man to 
keep it, when ’tis very difadvantageous to him: 
Or if he made it in Mirth, Paffion, Rafhly, in 
Civility, by way of Complement, or a long while 
ago. 

er If Troubles fall upon thee through thy 

own Fault, reccive them as things duz to thee. 
If thou haft not contributed thereto, be fatished 
with the Thouzht of thy Innocency: and forbear 
repining, left thou by fo doing deferve thern. 

1229 Hate not Opinions for being contrary to» 
thy own; nor be angry to fee a Difference be- 
tween thine, and other Mens Jidgment. Thou 
art not bound to rectify all Meus Miftakes. And 

1t 
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it is not certain, but thou thy felf mayftbe in the 
wrong. 

1230 Reprehend not any in the midft of his 
Paflion: He will hear nothing in the Rage, and 
Roar of his Anger. But’ afterwards, when his 
Spirits grow weary, and flag again, he may repent: 
and then ’twill be eafyto draw him back, when he 
is inclining of himéelf. 

1231 Frequentthe Company of excellent Men, 
more than of excellent Books. Thou mayft learn 
more of them than all thy Study can teach thee. 
For Convertation lets things into the Mind more 
particularly than Reading can. 

1232 Make not a Bofom Friend of a Melan- 
choly fad Soul: He'll be fure to aggravate thy Ad- 
verfity; and leffen thy Profperity. He goes al- 
ways heavy loaded; and thou muft bear half. He’s 
never in a good Humour; and may eafily get into 
a bad one, and fall out with thee. , 

1233 In reading Hiftories, carry an indifferent 
Affection along with thee: and never engage thy 
Inclination fo firmly to what thou meeteft in one 
Author, as to leave no place for the Truth, or 
greater Probability thou mayft find in another. 

- 1234 In all Reprehenfions, obferve ‘to exprefs 
rather thy Love than thy Anger; and ftrive rather 
to convince than exafperate: But if the Matter do 
require any fpecial Indignation; let it appear to be 
the Zeal of a difpleafed Friend, rather than the 
Paffion of a provoked Enemy. 

1235 If thou wouldeft be employed, wait not 
at too great Diftance: and ftudy to be opportune- 
ly (but let it feem accidentaily ) prefent.. This 
is to_fall intco the Lap of Employment, while it 
lies {pread. - 
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1236 Be not enflaved to the Opinion of mean 
Perfons; and thofe that have no notion of Virtue. 
Think it not a Piece of Felicity to be a fine Gen- 
tleman in the Eftimate of Cooks, and Vintners. 
Nor idly fling away thy Money, to purchafe the 
good Word of a Drawer, or a Tapfter. 

1237 If thou contendeft, or difcourfeft in Ar- 
gument; let it be only with wife and fober Men; 
of whom thou mayft learn by Reafoning: and ° 
not with ignorant, conceited, and angry Perfons, 
who may affront and vex thee. 

1238 If one that is a Friend tell thee of thy 
Failings, or Faults; grow not angry, nor deny the 
thing, nor extenuate, nor excufe it : but heartily 
thank him; for it’s a Sign of a fingular Friendthip, 
to venture the Hazard of thy Difpleafure to do 
thee good. 

1239 Never engage in a Quarrel (if thou canft 
poffibly avoid ic) but upon juft Grounds; and 
with prudent Forecaft of the Events. But when 
engaged, affure thy {clf, it’s generally fafeft, not to 
dally or delay; but make fure of the firft Scroke. 

1240 If thou commendeft a Man, thou art 
bound to make good that Character which thou 
haft given of him; as having engaged thy felf as 
Surety for him, in what thou undertakeft to fay of 
him; and to perform what thou promifeft for 
him. 

1241 Caft the Eye of thy Imagination, as 2 
Stranger, on thy outward Actions and Behaviour 
amongft People; and thou mayft find, that thy 
Self-love hath covered many things wich they 
blame in thee; and which thou oughteft tacitly to 
amend. 

1242 If thou muft necds be talking of other 
Mens Faults, let is 2, not to defame them, but 
to amend them; by converting thy Back-biting into 

F Admo- 
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Admonition, and friendly Reprehenfion. This is 
a way to extract Medicine out of a Viper. 
1243 Let not the Vice and Debauchery of ano- 
ther be the Subject of thy Difcourfe: Not of thy 
Friend, becaufe thou loveft him: Notof thy Foe, 
becaule he is fo; for ’twill be conftrued thy Ha- 
tred to the one, and Treachery to the other. 

1244 Tell no News to him that pretends to be 
a States-man; nor ask him any: For the firft he'll 
feem to flight, and make as though he knew it 
before; for the latter he'll think Secrefy becomes 
him ; and therefore he’ll take ir ill. 

1245 Don’t hearken to hear what a fine Sound 
thy own Jefts make; nor fteep them in thy own 
Laughter; neither by any means permit thy Wit 
to bubble up, and run over, in Commendations 
of thy felf, left thou become a greater Jett. 

1246 Referve Matters of the greateft Confe- 
quence to thy felf; for not to be able to manage 
things of weight thy felf, breeds Pride in the Ser- 
vants thou employeft about them; and to the 
Lookers-on derogates from thy Ability and Autho- 
rity. 
ae When thou heareft a Man fpeak well and 
virtuoufly, think he fpeaks to thee: And do thy 
endeavour to execute his Advice. And when 
thou feeft one act well, conceive he doth it to 
fhew thee how to perform with the greater Faci- 
lity. 

Tie Sometimes, to compafs Matters of Mo- 
ment, its neceflary we recommend fomewhat to 
Providence; Wifdom being unable to fecure us 
in all things. And Providence oftens helps the 
Wife, becaufe they endeavour to lay hold of it. 

1249 Couldeft thou be perfuaded to affect an 
wholfome Ignorance of other Mens Matters; it 
would conduce both to thy Eafe and meu 

or 
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For ’tis this Itch of the Ear that breaks out at the . 
Tongue: And were not Curiofity the Purveyor, ” 
Detraction would foon be ftarved. 

1250 Give not up thy {elf fo wholly to Priva- 
cy and Contemplation, as to neglect Society, Con- 
verfation, and mutual Offices of Friendthip. It 
will make thee thought, either too much in love 
with thy {elf, or too far out of love with others. 

1251 When thou doft Homage to any one; 
fee that thy Submiffion be proportionable to the 
Homage thou owelt him. There is Stupidity and 
Pride in doing too little; but in over-acting there 
is Abjection and Hypocrify. 

1252 When thou art a Husband, perfuade not 
thy felf that thou art above thy Wife, as a Tyrant 
is over his Subjects, or the Shepherd over his Sheep. 
But as a Soul is over the Body; which are linked 
together by a certain natural clofe Amity. 

1253 If evil Men {peak good, or good Men 
evil of thee; examine thy Actions, and fufpect thy 
felf: But if evil Men {peak evil of thee; hold it 
as an Honour, and by way of Thankfulnefs love 
them ; but upon condition, that they continue to 
hate thee. 

1254 If thou defireft to be wifer, think not 
thy felf wife enough. He that inftructs one that 
thinks himfelf wife enough, hath a Fool to his 
Scholar: He that thinks himfelf wife enough to 
inftruct himfelf, hath a Fool to his Matter. 

1255 Let the Courfe and Order of thy Life be 
regulated with fuch a Difpofition, (as far as thou 
canft) that the whoie may be anfwerable to every 
part. Let there be an Equality in all things. And 
never contradict thy felf. 

1256 Avoid being a great Mans Counfellor 3 

‘ for if he once perfuade himéelf that he is more 
fufficient, than thou ae ae him Counfel, zr 
2 W: 
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will prefently contemn thee. But if he finds him- 
felf lefs able, he will hardly endure thee. 

1257 Let thy Sleep be neceffary and healthful, 
not idle and expenfive of Time, beyond the 
Needs and Conveniencies of Nature. Sometimes 
* ‘be curious to fee the Preparation the Sun makes, 
when he is coming forth from his Chambers in 
the Eaft. 

1258 Be not perpetually longing for, and impa- 
tiently defiring any thing; fo that thou canft not 
abftain from it, or live without it. ‘This would be 
to lofe thy Liberty, and become a Slave to Meat, 
Drink, Smoak or Snuff. 

1259 Be governed by thy Needs, and not by 
thy Fancy; by Nature, not by evil Cuftoms, and 
ambitious Principles. For when we create Needs 
that God and Nature never made, we lay in for 
our felves an infinite Stock of Troubles, that can 
never be exhautted. . 

1260 If thou wouldeft preferve Reputation , 
avoid all occafion of Sufpicion: And for as much 
as thou mayft fuffer in thy Fame through trifies, 
as well as things of greater Importance, be cau- 
tious in the lea{t things, which thou art not fo apt 
to regard. 

1261 I would have thee perfectly fcorn and 
hate Tricks and Cheats: and if at any time thou 
makeft ufe of Artifice, let, itibe only as a Counter- 
Poifon ; never to do evil, but to avoid it; not to 
-affaule others, but only to defend thy felf. 

1262 Sometimes in a Difpute with a hot Man, 
if thou feemeft after arguing to be convinced, and 
fairly yieldeft up the Caufe, and be of his mind, 
thou wilt win his Heart more, than thou canftdo 
by any piece of real Service whatfoever. 
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1263 Be affured, thofe will be thy worft Ene-. 


mies; not to whom thou haft done evi!, but v.h:o 
have done evil to thee. And thofe will be thy 
beft Friends, not to whom thou haft done good, 
but who have done good to thee. 

1264 Throw thy Cares entirely upon God. It 
is his Butines to govern the World, not thine. 
And be affured, God will neither do, nor fufferta 
be done any thing but what thou wouldeft do thy 
felf, if thou faweit what he feeft. 

1265 The fooner thou prepareft to die, the 
fooner thou wilt be delivered from the Fears of 
Death. And then the Hopes of a better Life 
will carry thee chearfully through this World, 
whatever Storms, thou meeteft with. 

1266 To gain a competent Provifion for Chil- 
dren, is a juft Reafon to employ, and continue thy 
Induftry ; though thou haft enough for thy own 


‘s. felf for as long as thou liveft. But to make them 
~ -rich and great is not. 


1267 Clofe thine Ear againft him that fhall open 
his Mouth fecretly againft another. If thou re- 


. ceiveft not his Words, they fiy back, and wound 
-the Reporter. IF thou doft receive them, they 


fly forward, and wound the Receiver. 

1268 Take heed of jefting,; many have been 
ruined by it. Iv’s hard to jeft, and not fometimes 
jeer too; which oftentimes finks deeper than was 
intended, or expected. And what was defigned for 
Mirth, ends fadiy. 

1269 Be always employed; thou wilt never be 
better pleafed, than when thou haft fomething to 
do. For Bufinefs, by its Motion, brings Heat and 
Life to the Spirits: but Idlenefs corrupts them. 


-like ftanding Water. 
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1270 When thou art with great Men, do “not 
fhew thy felf Melancholy, or Mufing. They like 
it not, as attributing it tothy little Reverence born 
to them, when a Man is prefent in Body, and ab- 
fent in Mind.. 7 

1271 Converfe with fuch as are more honou- 
rable than thy felf; fo fhalt thou be honoured by 
others. For keeping of Company derives a fort 
of Equality. But yet avoid thofe that are too 
much greater than thou: They will be Lords, and 
not Friends and Companions. 

1272 Hath any wronged thee ? Be bravely re- 
venged ; flightit, and the Work is begun: forgive 
it, and ’tis finifhed. He is below himéelf, that is 
not above Injuries. But this Advice muft be taken 
with Prudence, and good Diftin¢tion of Perfons. 

1273 Fear nothing, but what thy Induftry may 
prevent: Be confident of nothing, but what For- 
tune cannot defeat. "Tis no lefs Folly to fear 
what is impoffible to be avoided ; than to be fecure, 
where there is a Poffibility of being furprized. 

1274 Learn to fafhion thy felf to all Occafions. 
A nimble Wit, that can eafily turn it felf and com- 
port with the Varieties of Exigencies, is wonder- 
fully advantageous. A folemn grave Wit hath 
commoniy more Worth in it, than Happinefs. 

1275 Do not ufe thy Servants ill, when there’s 
no occafion given. For thou didft not create 
them. Lay afide thy peevifh Humour towards 
them; and remember they have a greater Mafter 
than thy felf, who may call thee to an Account. 

1276 Wouldeft thou overcome thy Enemy 
without fighting? Confound him with Vexation, 
and make him mad at thee? The way is, {corn 
him, and be virtuous. This will be more tormen- 
ting and cruel to him, than either Sword or Piftol. 
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1277 Great and powerful Mcn may do thee a 
great deal of hurt, or may do thce a great deal of 
good. Therefore common Prudence will teach 
thez, by all wife and honeit Means, to gain their 
Favour: And to ayoid all unreafonable and need- 


-lefs Provocations. 


1278 It thou wiltbea perfect Man; thou may ft 
not only fubdue and rectify thy Temper, fo tar as 
to overcome the Sins of thy Conttitution; but 
alfo in fome degree, poffefs the Virtue uhat is mot 
repugnant to thee. 

1279 Taxe no Revenge on thy Enemy; even 
when thou mayft fecurely do it. And yet main- 


tain not fuch a Friendfhip with any one, as to 


forfake Virtue and "Truth for his fake: or to prefer 
it before the Benefit of the Publick. 

128 Since Self-love fo naturally adheres to us, 
thou oughteft to be very jealous of thy felf; ef 
pecially in thofe Actions that are good, or that 
meet with fome Applaufe from the World; left 
thou over-valueft thy felf by reafon of them, 

1281 When thou art calumniated, and falfly 
reproached, ask thy {elf thefe Queftions: Can I 
wait God’s Time to vindicate me? and content 
my felf, though the World never know my Inno- 
cence; fo as my God and my Confcience can at- 
teft it? : 

1282 If thou wouldeft be truly Religious, thou 
muft harmonize with the Nature, Mind, and 
Will of God; and find a Difplacency and Ani- 
mofity in thy very Soul, againft all that is ill, and. 
a from the Love of Rightcoufnefs and Good- 
nefs. 

dae Ir may fometimes be of ufe to thee, to 

retend thou art deceived: for if thou fhouldcft 
et a fubtil Fellow fee thou art fenfible of his 
F 4 Tricks, 
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Tricks, it will give him an occafion of being more 
refined. 

1284 When Matters begin to run too high, 
and thou canft fcarce avoid a Quarrel; think of 
fome honeft Artifice to quit the Company: but 
not fo asto feemtorun away. Yet let it bedone 
foon enough, before thou art engaged too far to 
get off ; 

1285 When thou obferveft Inclinations in a 
Man to grant thy Defires, ftrike in prefently, and 
defer not to folicit: Imaginations will revole. The 
firft Heat thou raifeft may cool; and like an Im- 
preffion in Water or Sand, foon vanifh. 

1286 When thou importuneft a Friend for any 
thing, obferve when thou art frefheft in Refpect; 
for, then he is prepared to thy Hand. And then 
infinuate the want of Affection, which thou haft 
caufe to fufpedt by the Denial. 

1287 If thow wouldeft have thofe thou advifeft 
with give theirown Sentiments, and faithful Coun- 
fel; difcover not thy own Propenfions: but pro- 
pole only by way of Confultation. -ff thou askeft 
the way, be ftill till thou arr told it. 

1288 Be jealous of the Queftions of thofe whom 
thou fufpecteft. Such pofing may be fifhing for 
thy Inclination and Opinion. Its a notable Feat, 
to catechize a Secret from any. 

1289 In fudden Affaults, make them not more 
fudden by thy Apprehenfions. Let not thy Pro- 
ject for efcape be violent, but fmoothly quick; 
for elfe it diftracts. And in thy hafte thou mayft 
take out ata wrong Door. 

1290 If thou wouldeft pleafe the Variety of 
Company thou difcourfeft with; give occafion for 
each to fpeak of that which they underftand. 
And fo thou gratifieft the Party that delights in 

; fhewing 
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fhewing his Knowledge; and thou enricheft thy: 
own. 

1291 Emulators, and fecret Enemies, will be 
difperfing Rumours to difcourage thy Attempts,. 
and. fright thee from proceeding. Such prevail 
much with a timorous Actor: But thou oughteft 
to be fo wife, and refolute, as to difregard and 
{corn them. 

1292 In Difcourfe with a cholerick Man, be 
fmooth and foft in thy Anfwers and Replies, (ex- 
cept he be a Bully Hector, for fuch mult be op- 

ofed ftifly:) And fo thou putteft off Wrath. 
This is to blow upon a hot Man to cool him. 

1293 To find out how Men are affected, be- 
gin with their Affociates and Friends; and then: 
round them about, and ask fubtile Quettions at a 
diftance: And declare what Party fuch and fuch 
Men of Eminency ftand for, as thou fufpecteft. 

1294 To make Men lovethy Company, be not 
locked up, nor referved, when there are occafions 
of Freenefs offered. But let thy Behaviour, like a 
Key, open the double Lock of thy own, and thy 
Friends Refervednets. 

1295 In Places, where the Order of the World 
gives thee the Hand, ftrive not; but take it with 
fo much Difereetnefs, that though ic be thy Rank, 
thou rather reccivelt it from the Civilicy of hini 
who yields it, than claimeft it as fuch. 

1296 "Tis not geod to deliberate in the Heat 
of any Affection, for the Tl:oughts ftrangely blow: 
up the PaTion, and fmorher Reafon. And the 
Mind is rather a Party than a Judge. But after 
the Declination of that Fever in the Soul, in a 
quiet Tn-erval, ’tis {eafsnable to confider. 

1297 Neglect not Manners, as though they 
were little things: They are frequently what the 
World judgeth us by ; ates which it decides for 
ay ie ‘or 


Ge 


{ 112 j 
or againft us. A Man may have Virtue, Capacity, 
and good Conduét; and yet be, by reafon of 
Roughnefs, unfupportable. 

1298 Envy not fome Men their great Riches. 
Their Burthens would be too heavy for thee. 
Thou couldeft not Sacrifice, as they do, Health, 
Quict, Honour, and Confcience, to obtain them. 
This is to pay fo dear for them, that there is no- 
thing to be got by the Bargain. 

_ 1299 If it be thy Difpofition from Infancy to 
be Il-natur'd; thou oughteft to ftudy nothing — 
but the moral Virtues, till thou haft fubdued it: 
And fo of all natural Difeafes of the Mind. Thy 
Reafon and Parts were given thee, to mend thy 
Nature, and refine thy Spirit. 

13co Take this as a moft certain Expedient to 

prevent many Affiictions ; and to be delivered from 

‘them: Meddle as little with the World, and the 
Honours, Places and Advantages of them, as thou 
canft. And extricate thy felf from them as muchs 
and as foon as is poffible. 

1301 When thou haft gotten the Advantage of 
thofe that injured thee: Do not acquit or releafe 
them, though they would let thee efcape, till chou 
makeft them know how they ftand difabled. This 
fheds a kind of Obligation on them for thy Cour~ 
tefy. 

an If thou employeft plain Men, and canft 
find fuch as are commonly honeft, they will work 
faichfully, and report fairly. Cunning Men will, 
for their own Credit, adventure without Com- 
mand; and from thy Bufinefs derive Credit to 
themfelves. ; 

1303 To be liked of thofe thou difcourfeft with, 
obferve the Humour of the Company. Be not 
fincular, nor contradicting. They that cannot 
comply, and they that betray too much eafinefs, 

are 
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are both ignorant of the true Symetry and Pro- 
portion to be obferv’d in Society. 

1304 Be not too punctual in taking Place. If 
it be thy Superior, ’tis his Due: If thy Inferior, 
*tis his Difhonour. It is thou muft honour thy 
Place, not the Piace thee. Ivs a poor Reward of 
Worth, that coniifts in a Right Hand, or a 
Wall. 

1305 If impatiently thou fretteft and vexeft at 
thy Wrongs, the hurt which thou doeft thy felf is 
more than that which thy Enemy can do unto 
thee: Neither canit thoumore rejoice him, than to 
hear that it thoroughly vexes thee. 

1306 Broach not thy odd Opinions to fuch as 
are not fit to hear them. Thou'lt do them no 
good by it; perhaps hurt: And mayit very well 
expect difcredic and mifchief from it to thy felf. 
An ill-placed Paradox, and an ill-timed Jeft, have 
ruined many. 

1307 Excufe not too much, when thou art 
told of a Fault, Failing. or Miftake: Many times 
if thou feemeft willinz to ftand corrected, thou 
wilt lay fo great an Obligation of Civility upon 
the Perfon; that thou mayft go away with the belt 
End of the Adventure. 

1308 Obferve thy fclf with all ftridtnefS: thou 
mayft have gotten il Habits, Forms of Words, 
Poftures, Gefturcs, ge. This mayft thou learn, 
when others make fefts upon thee. Thou mayft 
aifo get a Friend to inform thee what he hath ta- 
ken notice of in thee. 

1309 Praife not People to their Faces, to the 
end that they may pay thee in the fame Coin. 
“This is fo thin a Cobweb, that it may with litrle 
difficulty be {een through; ’tis rarely {trong enough 
to catch Flies of any confiderable Magnitude. 
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1310 If thou haft an impediment, or an un- 
readinefs in thy Speech, take not always uponthee 
the Difcourfe. :There is no want of Talkers for 
the moft part, where there are People: But en- 
deavour to cohceal thy Infirmity by Silence and 
Attention. /“ 

“1311 not nafty in thy Cloaths, or about 
thy Body, in much {weating, belching, biting thy 
‘Nails, rubbing thy Teeth, picking thy Nofe or 
Ears, handling any Parts of the Body which are 
not ufually uncovered. 

1312 Do nothing in a Company where thou 
defigneft to fhew Civility, that refembles Superi-. 
ority ; nor ufurp upon their Rights; nor do any 
thing whereby any of them may think thou doft 
not love, prize, or refpect them. 

1313 “Tis better to give too much Honour to 
any Perfon that is not a Familiar, than too little; 
Therefore it’s better to carry thy felf asfomething 
inferior to thy Equals; and equal to fuch as are 
not much Inferiors, and are Men of Breeding. 

1314 Avoid thofe who take pleafure in expofing 
others to Contempt, either by imitating (like Buf- 
foons) their Actions or Imperfections; or by 
jeering and mocking them. Keep off from. fuch, 
as thou wouldeft do from the Heels of a Horfe, 
that kick all near him. 

1315 Tell no Lie in thy Difcourfe: Vent no 
Rhodomantadoes: Be not Hyperbolical ; efpecial- 
ly in praifing and cifpraifing: "Thou art to hit the 
Mark; and not over or under fhoot it. The End 
of Specch is, firft to be underftood, and then to 
be beiieved. 

1316 Take heed to avoid all thofe Games and 
Sports that are apt to take up much of thy Time, 
or engage thy Atfections. He that {pends all his 

2 Life 
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Life in Sports, is like one who wears nothing but 
Fringes, and cats nothing but Sawces. 

1317 Let this be thy earneft Delire, that God 
would difpofe of thee, and all thy Affairs, as to 
him feems moft convenient. The Man that hath 
brought himfelf to this Temper of Spirit, is alfu- 
redly in the ready way Co Peace of Mind, and true 
Content. 

1318 Wear thy Cloaths neat, exceeding rather 
than coming fhort of others of like Fortune; the 
Charge of it will be born out by Acceptance where- 
ever thou comeft. Therefore rather {pare all other 
ways, than prove defective in this. 

1319 Don’t ufe to difpute againit thy own 
Judgment to fhew thy Wit; nor againft another 
purpofcly to vex him; nor for mere trialof Skill: 
Since to inform, or to be informed, ought to be 
the End of all Conferences; yet this is not to eXx- 
clude chearful and innocent merry Converfati- 


1320 Whenever thou beginne to confider 
whether thou mayft fafely take one Glafs_ more, 
it is then high time to give OvCr. Let that be 
accounted a certain Sign thou haft fiaid long 
enough; and then break off: for every Reafon to 
doubt, is a fufficient Reafon to break Company: 

1321 If any praife thee, Ict it not put into thee 
high Thoughts; but then think with thy (elf thou 
couldett tell him of Hundreds of foolith Thoughts, 
Words and Aétions of thine, one of which would 
be enough to deftroy anothers Reputation. 

1322 Whenever thou catcheft thy felf in a con- 
ceited, vain-glorious, as Humour, call to mind 
fome of thy fouleft Crimes, oF the moft fhamefit 
of thy Difgraces, ot the indifcreeteft of thy Acti- 
ons, and apply cs to T prefent Swelling of thy 

‘rit; it may help to allay Xt. 
ae | oe oa 4323 Never 
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1323 Never liften at Doors or Windows: ne- 
ver ask what a Man carries covered: never look 
into anothers Letter. Irs an invading thy Neigh- 
bour’s Privacy; and a laying that open which he 
enclofed, that ic might not be open. What Au- 
thority haft thou to draw open his Curtains? 

1324 If thou art engaged in any Difpute, fet a 
Guard upon thy felf; neither do thou be paffionate, 
nor heat thy Antagonift, but retain Moderation 
thy felf, and manage him by yielding ( wherethou 
findeit it ufeful) as much to him, as Prudence 
and Virtue will bear. 

1325 When thou beftowe& a Kindnefs, throw 
it not away, by giving it with a regardlefs Air, as 
though thou didft not value it: But accompany it 
with a good Grace, to make it appear thou hait a 
geod Will towards thy Friend ; and doft this with 
a Defire of doing him good. 

1326 Ufe thy {elf to rife and go to bed early. 
This may feem a frivolous Precept, becaufe it 
refpects fuch common Matters ; but if it be well 
obferved, it will contribute very much toward the 
rendring of Life long, ufeful and happy. 

1327 In Converfation, pick out fomething that 
may be for thy ufe; obferve what thou likeft or 
diflikeft. After, when thou art alone, confider it 5 
and pafs a Refolution to follow or fly, as Prudence 
fhall dirc.t. 

1328 If in any undertaking thou faileft in the 
firft Detign, let noc that Difappointment difquiet 
thy Mind, fo as to beat thee off, but try again, 
and labour to bring it about fome ozher way. The 
Fifh may be caught in a Ner that wiil not come 
to Heck. 

1329 Make not thy felf the Meafure of all 
others; for Truth and Falfhood, Wiidom and 
Foliy, Learning and Ignorance; Thou knowelt 

not 
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not what is in others, nor in thy feif neither; and 
therefore canft make no certain Compirifon. 

1330 When thou art upon Bufinefs, fet thy 
whole Thoughts and Mind upon it. But yer take 
care thou engage not thy Affections too deeply in 
it. For thus fhalt thou have thy Underftanding 
clear, and not be over much difturbed, if it mif- 
carry. 

1331 Defer as long as thou canft the doing of a 
Thing which is againft thy Mind; for Accidents . 
many times divert the Defign, and deliver thee 
from that ftrait wherein a Refufal may deeplier 
engage thee. 

1332 Relinquifh not an Enterprize, becaufe 
thou canft not reconcile all Objections: Some 
things God’s Providence, and the Courfe of Af- 
fairs, may render cafy: And fome others are dif- 
ficult, only becaufe we fee not through them at 
prefent. 

1333 Be not too fevere with a Servant, if his 
fault be {mall, or committed for want of Judz- 
ment, or through mere Forgetfulneis, or a little 
itch of Liberty: But faults or Malice, Obftinacy, 
or Impiety, are not to be pardoned. 

1334 If thou muft correct a Servant, let it not 
be in the Heat of a Paffion, nor before Strangers. 
But if Correétion amend him not, rid thy Hands 
of him; both for thy own Sake, and his, and the 
Scandal of others. 

1335 Scorn to live in the Society of Man, like 
a heavy, flow, thoughrlefs, lazy, ufelefs Sot; as if 
thou waft born to no oiher end, than juft to tums 
ble into the World, ftay there awhile, eat, drink, 
fleeps play, grow fick, and die. 

1336 Grant a Courtefy chearfully, and without 
much asking: To keep long in fufpence is churlith ; 
and by long Expectation, the Patlion for the Fa- 
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vour dies: And the Courtefy is not efteemed ; 
nor Thanks heartily given for it; fince it feems 
wrung from thee. 

1337 Tell not a Man in Mifery, he may e’ne 
thank himéelf for his Misfortune. This would be 
downright Cruelty, and an Aggravation of his Mi- 
fery: If thou canft not help him up again; kick 
him not when he is down. 

1338 Command thy Servant advifeably with few 
plain Words, fully, freely, and dg ieln ke with a 
grave Countenance, and fettled Carriage: Thefe 
will procure Obedience, gain Refpect, and main- 
tain Authority. 

1339 If thou knowefta Man to be Iil-temper’d,. 
or that he beareth Ill-will to thee; Ict him not find 
ir out, that thou knoweft it, twill make him a 
greater Enemy; and he willthence-forward watch 
all Opportunities of doing thee a threwd Turn. 

1340 Seek not to pleafe or gratify the Compa» 
ny thou fitteft with, by faying or doing what thou 
mayft have caufe to repent of afterwards, when 
thou recollecteft and thinkeft again of it cooly by 
thy {elf. 

1341 Be not remarkably clofe and referved in 
Company ; efpecially if thou ufeft not to be fo in 
all Company : it’s hateful; for ic implies thou éither 
defpifeft, or fufpecteft them, or haft fome Defign 
upon them; and’ art a Spy, and lieth upon the 
Catch. 

1342 Pull not at a Man that is popular, be- 
caufe the good Opinion of many hath Intereft 
where thou oppofeft: It’s like pulling ata Beam 
in an Houfe, where thou endangereft the falling 
upon thee all that have Dependance upon it. 

1343 If thou art prefent when Favours are con- 
ferred on others, feem not to grudge: It looks 


envious towards the Receiver, and infinuates en, 
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high Conceit of thy felf, as thouzh thou meritedft 
oe than he, and haft not according to thy De 
ert. 

1344 If thy Friend take ought amifs, do not 
retire, and leave a Difpleafure to it fclf. Ic is as 
if thou fhouldeit fee thy Neighbour’s Houfe a Fire, 
and go away, not fecking to quench it. There is 
an Art to look ones felf into the Favour of a dif- 
pleafed Friend. 

1345 Get the true Reins of thy own Paffions 
and Affections into thy Hands; and then outward 
Occafions may, its true, exercife thy Virtues, but 
they cannot injure them: Forthere is a way to be 
wife and good in {pite of Occafions. 

‘1346 Whilft thou art yet in good Health, fhake 
off all trifling Bufinefs as much as poffibly thou 
canft: And before a Difeafe confines thee to thy 
Bed, fet thy Houfe inorder. Pains, Sicknefs, and 
Preparation for Death, will be full Employment. 

1347 If thou haft done a commendable Thing, 
boaft not of it. Oftentation often robs a Man of 
the Reputation of an Aétion, which of it felf de- 
ferved it: It argues that Good not well done; and 
he that doth good for Praife only, merits but a 
Puff of Wind. ; 

1348 If thou canft attain it, it may do well 
enough to get into fuch an eafy Manner, and {eem- 
ing Negligence, as will fit very gracefully upon 
thee. But this is not to be {trained for, becaufe 
nothing is more unbecoming than an affected, un- 
natural Negligence. 

1349 Keep exact Accounts. "Tis feldom ob- 
ferved, that he who keeps an Account of his In- 
come and Expences, and thereby has conftantl 
under his view the Courfe of his Domeftick Af- 
fairs, lets them runto ruin. When any one breaks 
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in Holland, their Expreffion for it is, Such a Man 
kept not his Accounts well. - : 

1350 Take heed how thou placeft thy Friend- 
fhip. Virtue is the only firm Ground for it to 
ftand upon. For neither length of Acquaintance, 
mutual Secrefy, nor height of Benefits, can bind 
a Savage Heart: No Man can be truly good to 
others, that is not good in himéelf. 

1351 Shew not thy felf joyful, or pleafed atthe 
Misfortunes of another, though thou hatedft him : 
Tt argues a mifchievous Mind; and that thou could- 
eft have been willing to have done it thy felf, if 
con hadft had Power and Opportunity to thy 

ill. 

1352 Take all poffible care not to difcover thy 
Thoughts and Intentions by thy Looks; or caufe 
thy interior Conceptions to appear outwardly ; with 
all their Paffions of Diftemper, Confufion, Love, 
Hatred, Hope, Fear, ge. ‘This would be to be- 
tray thy felf. 

1353 Be careful to keep up the Reputation of 

thy Parts and Virtues with the Vulgar: For it will 
be of more Advantage to thee, to be accounted 
virtuous and learned by the Ignorant, than by the 
Learned: For the Ignorant are many and noify 3 
the Learned are few and private. 
- 1354 Demean thy felf more warily in thy Study, 
than in the Street. If thy publick Adtions have 
an hundred Witneffes; thy private have a Thou- 
fand. The Multitude looks but upon thy out- 
ward Actions: Thy Confcience looks into thy 
Heare. 

1355 If a great Perfon hath done thee an In 
jury, diffemble and fmother thy Refentment: for 
it’s a pure Madnefs to be difgufted againft a Per- 
fon, whom thou dareft not call to an account; 
and who may, if exafperated, ruin thee. 

1356 When 
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1356 When thou doeft a KindnefS, do it frank- 
ly, before it be asked for; it will be received with 
a greater Senfe of Obligiion; becaufe thereby 
thou disburtheneft thy Friend of that Bafhfulnefs, 
and fear of Repulfe, which commonly attends 
asking. 

1357 Even Modefty hath its Evils and Extreams; 
and fomething of Confidence is requifite to Con- 
{tancy. Do not therefore difparage thy own Pru- 

ence fo much, as to fteer after every pretended 
Marinér’s Directions, but purfue the Methods of 
thy own Reafon. 

358 Let not thy Guefts fee thee buftling a- 
bout the Bufinefs of the Houle; whifpering one 
Servant, loking angry at another, hurrying or 
ftorming. Houfhold Affairs ought infenlibly to 
flide along, and reprefent a ftill Current, wichout 
Noife or Waves. 

1359 Lend thy I'riend Money as feldom as thon 
can{t, to avoid the Vexation of asking for itagain. 
When thou art obliged to lend him any ; fuppofe 
within thy felf, thou giveft it him; and never ask 
for ic again, but tarry till he bring it. 

1360 Reflect not on thy Trouble, thou thereby 
but increafeft it: for whilft thou affecteft thy {elf 
with Pity at the Confideration of what thou fuffe- 
reft, thou foftneft thy Spirits, and the Senfe of 
thy Mifery makes the deeper Impreffion upon 


ee. 

1361 If thou wouldeft be eafy, thou muft not 
be nice in trivial Matters, nor infift on Pundctuali- 
ties in Behaviour; nor be afflicted at the Omif- 
fion of a little Ceremony. All People do not 
love to be tied down to Forms; nor to walk in 
Trammels. 


1362 Fre- 
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se Frequent not the Company of ill Men; 
*twill bring thee acquainted with Vice; ’twill make 
thee behold it without any Emotion : By degrees 
thou wilt ait; in time thou’lt get an Habit of it 5 
and that Habit at laft will be converted into a 
Neceffity. 

1363 Take my Experience; I have often ob- 
ferved, that Honefty and Plain-dealing in Tranf- 
actions, is not only an eafy thing, but the beft and 
foundeft Policy; and commonly, at the long runs 
overcometh Craft and Subtilty, if it want not Di- 
ligence. : 

1364 Get and preferve a good Name, if it were 
but for the publick Service: For one of a defer- 
ved Reputation hath oftentimes an opportunity to 
do that good, which another cannot that wants it. 
And he may practife ic with more Security and 
Succefs. : 

1365 Thou mutt not believe every idle Report 
of thy Friend; and in cafehe gives a Provocation, 
thou art not to reply in heat; but upon cool Blood, 
fee whether it amountto 4 real Injury ; or whether 
he will come to himfelf by acknowledging the 

ffence. 

1366 If thou art in thy right Wits, thou wilt 
detelt a cholerick Paffion, and a faucy Pride 5 
when thou feeftthem render others fo abominably 
ridiculous and contemptible, canft thou imagine 
Men cannot fee the fame Vices in thee, that thou 
{ceft in others? 

1367 Pry not into other Mens Secrets, either 
Letters, Papers, Books, Ge. If any thing be given 
to another to read, take it not out of his Hand ; 
nor be hafty to fee any Curiofiry the firft; nor be 
curious to know what any one is deing, or ftudy- 
ing 5 or with whom he hath been. 


1368 Thraft 
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1368 Thruft not thy {elf forward to be a Me- 
diator or Umpire in Controverfies, till required. 
And then it’s better to exaggerate the Mifchiets of 
Difagreement, than the Benefit of Concord. For 
Fear is {tronger than Love. 

1369 Put thy Servants to Employments and 
Bufinefs proper for their Conditions, Years, Capa- 
cities, and Stations, but never upon unneceflary 
Trouble; for that’s to abufe, and not ule a Secr- 
vant, and will caufe him to hate thee. 

1370 Thou oughteft to Icarnin time of Flcalth, 
thofe Duties that are proper and peculiar to the 
Time of Sicknefs. For it’s a bad time to be 
taught our Duty, when our Body is diitempered , 
our Mind difturbed; and when we fhould put in 
practice that which we are yet to learn. 

1371 Thoult be no loier by exprefing thy 
Refpects for that which another hizhly Elteems: 
And irs le& danger to c»mmen! the Furn'ture of 
a Mans Houfe, and the Rarities of his Clofer, 
than to praife his Perfon, when there is no evident 
Occatfion for it. 

1372 It’s better that thou have too few Ser- 
vants, and Horfes, than too many: as well in Re- 
{pect of their Idlenefs, as alfo in regard of increafing 
unneceflary Charge. If thou art ferved by one, 
thou haft a Servant; if by two, hair a Servant; 
and if by three, none at all. 

1373 Love not to hear thy felf talk : To inter- 
rupt others when they are {peaking is ill Manners: 
And to {peak continually, is Indifcretion. But to 
give Opportunities to others to fpeak, and to {peak 
thy felf in thy turn, is to do like thofe that un- 
derftand how to converfe in the Warld. 

1374 Thou meyit erjoy much Peace, if thou 
bufieft not thy {elt wi. the Words and Actions of 
other Men, which appertain not tothy Charge. But 
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if thou wilt needs thruft thy felf into the 
Cares of others: If thou wilt fetch in Troubles 
from abroad; and wilt not recollect thy {elf with- 
in thy own Breaft ; thou fhalt always be wretched 
and miferable. oe, 

1375 Settle a Prefident within thy own Breaft: 
by which judge thy Actions, and accordingly en- 
courage or correét thy felf: Thou thy felt only 
knoweft what thou art; others only guefs at thee : 
Rely not therefore on their Opinions; but ftick to 
thy own Confcience. 

1376 Endeavour to underftand thy felf in thy 
felf, rather than in Books. Call to mind the Ex- 
cefs of thy paft Anger, and to what a Degree of 
Frenzy that Fever tranfported thee: And fo thou 
wilt fee the Deformity of thy Paffion, better than 
in Ariftotle; and conceive a more juft Hatred a- 

ainft it. 

1377 Never give a rough Denial to a Friend: 
but always either grant prefently his Requeft, or 
elfe give an able Reafon why thou canft not con- 
defcend. By no means fuffer him to go away un- 
fatisfied: for that may leave a Fire behind, to 
kindle into a Flame fome time after. : 
+ 1378 In Converfation never come to a Rupture 5 
for Reputation in that cafe comes always off fhat- 
tered. Thou mayft in heat {peak fome indecent 
or ill-timed thing; and perhaps the Auditors may 
take part againft thee , and if not, they will con- 
demn both; for its a fort of fighting in civil 
Sop 

1379 If thou wouldeft gain the Reputation of 
Witdom, let it be with thofe that know what it is. 
But thou muft have it, before thou haft their E- 
fteem: And the firft Step to it is, to be fo wife as 
to know what Company it is to be learned in. 
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1380 When thou defireft to be informed, ’tis 
good to confult with Men above thy feif: But to 
confirm and eftabl.fh thy own Opinions, ’tis beit 
to argue with Judgments below thine own; that 
frequent Victories over their Reafons may fertle in 
thy felf an Efteem, and confirmed Liking of thy 
own. 

1381 Since thou art deftin’d to live for ever in 
one {tate or other, fear not Death, which is but as 
a Minute’s Slumber, a fhort Trance, out of which 
we fhall immediately awake, to increafeour Know- 
ledge and Experience of thofe Myfterics and Se- 
crets of Nature, which at prefent are hid from us. 

1382 If any praife thee for fome Excellence 
which thou haft not; endeavour to get what he 
commends thee for, left both he and thou get 
difgrace. If for fomethinz thou haft, ftrive to at- 
tain it in an higher Meafure: So fhall his Words 
be Truth, and thy Deeds prove them. 

1383 If thou canft not take the Perfon’s part 
that is fpoken ill of; blame the Action, but foare 
the Perfon: Or if the Perfon be known, excufe 
or extenuate the Action: If neither can be done, 
praife the Perfon for fome other good Action, or 
Quality. So haft thou an Antidote againft the 
Poifon. 

1384 Yawn not in Company; ’tis uncivil, be- 
caufe it fems to proceed from a kind of Weari- 
nefs and Difdain, and therefore looks lixe no {mail 
Affront: for he that often doth fo, infinuates he is 
fo far from being pleafed, that he is quite tired, 
a furfeited with the Company, and withes to get 
off. 

1385 If thou goeft ina Garb not fuirable to 
the Cuftom of the Place where thu liveft; thou 
wilt feem to be of a whimfical or crofs Dilpo- 
fition; And that thou condemneft the com 
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Opinion and Vogue of Men, and art ambitious to 
prefcribe to all others. 

1386 Beware of jeering inftead of jefting : thofe 
two are very much alike, and are frequently mi- 
ftaken for one another ; differing only in the In- 
tention of the Author, or Reception of the Hear- 
er. The former is a real Injury, but the latter an 
innocent Recreation. 

1387 In Company be not too fingularly refer- 
ved; a profound Silence is not always either wife 
or grateful; for when Men are obliged to fpeak 
by turns, ’tis juft as if one fhould refufe to pay 
his Shot at an Ordinary, and expect to fubfift on 
the common Stock. - 

1388 Confider the thing thou forroweft for ; it 
is either to be remedied, or itis not; if itis, why 
then fhouldeft thou fpend that time in grieving, 
which fhould be fpent in active applying of Re- 
medies? But if ic is not, then is thy forrow in 
vain, and fuperfluous, as tending to nothing but 
increafing thy Mifery. 

1389 Never come into Converfation, fo as to 
have a brufh with Clowns, Opiniaters, proud Per- 
fons, and other Impertinents: But arm thy felf 
with Refolution; and by that means thou wilt dif- 
appoint all their Jerks and Folly. If thou art fur- 
nifhed with Prudence, and manly Confidence ; 
thou wilt never engage with Fools, nor be baffled 
by Impertinents. 

1390 Have a care to whom thou becomeft 
obliged. ‘Thou oughteft to be ftricter in the Choice 
of a Creditor for Benefits, than for Money: In 
the one Cafe ’tis but paying what thou hadft; and 
fo the Debt is difcharged: But in the other, when 
thou’ft paid that, thou art ftill in arrear. 


1391 Jeer 
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391 Jecr not any one: it demonitrates thy 
Contempt of him; becaufe when thou jeereit, and 
putteft him to the Bluth, thou intendeft not Pro- 
ft, but Pleafure by it: And ’tis hugely immodeft 
and ignoble too, to take delight in confounding 
another, and expofing him to Scorn or Laughter; 
except it be in fuch {mall things as can bring no 
fort of Difgrace, 

1392 Difcover not thofe Concerns to any of 
thy Familiars, which may revert either to thy Da- 
mage or Difcredit, if the prefent Friendthip fhall 
be changed into Enmity: For it is a pitiful and 
precarious Lite. which depends upon the Tacitur- 
nity of another. 

1393 Its better, in many re‘pects, toerr incom- 
manding what is not alio?2ther convenient, than 
to amend it upon the Advice of an ordinary Ser- 
vant. He will be encouraged, by fuch a Con- 
defcenfion, to argue with thee the Expediency of 
thy Commands ever after. 

1394 Always remember thou art but a Man: 
that human Nature is frail, and that thou mayft 
eafily fall; and then thou fhalt feidom fail. Bur if 
happening to forget what thou art, thou chanceit 
to fall, be not difcouraged : Remember thou mayft 
rife again. 

1395 Ufe not thy felf to affect a Smile upon 
every Man: It’s rather a Sign of a vain Mind, or 
of a treacherous Difpofition, than of a chearful 
Spirit, or a friendly Temper. Some by their con- 
tinual grinning, and fhewing their Tecth, make 
Men doubt whether they honour them, or laugh 
at them. 

1396 Take heed, when thou vrouldeft fhew 
Wifdom in not fpeaking, that thou betraveft not 
Want of Judgment in too long Silence. If thou 
art really ignorant of the Matter in hand, ai Si- 
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lence is Wifdom ; but if thou underftandeft it, un- 
reafonable Silence is Folly. . 

1397 I would not have thee give thy felf much 
to Poetry and Mathematicks. ‘Thefe take up too 
much Time, and too much room in the Soul. 
Moderately ufed, they may be good Recreations ; 
but very indifferenc Callings, bringing nothing but 
their own Reward. 7 

1398 Every Man’s Experience perfects his Spe- 
culations: And if thou traffickeft in the Mart of 
Philofophy on the Stock of thy own Difcoveries, 
thou'lt be in a fairer way to improve thy felf, than 
a Man that trades altogether on the Credit of other 
Mens Conceptions. 

1399 When a Mifchance happens, turn it into 
fome Advantage, by obferving where it can ferve 
another End, either of Religion or Prudence, or 
more Safety, or lefs Envy: It will turn to fome- 
‘thing that is good, if we have the Skill and Will 
to make it fo. 

t40o Ufe thy felf to think, thou art here but a 
Stranger travelling to thy Country, where the Glo- 
ries of a Kingdom are prepared for thee. It’s 
therefore a huge Folly to be much affiicted , be- 
caufe thou haft a lefs convenient Inn to lodge in 
by the way. 

1401 Thou oughteft not to defer the Execution 
of a Work that is neceffary, upon account of the’ 
uncertain Hopes of fome Conveniencies; efpeci- 
ally when the Ufe of thofe things thou wouldeft 
ftay for, may othcrwife be fupplied. But the Lofs 
ot Time is never to be recovered. 

1402 Thou muft content thy felf to fee the 

orld fo imperfect as it is. ‘Thou wilt never 
have any Quiet if thou vexeft thy felf, becaufe 
thou can’t not bring Mankind to that exact No- 
tion of Things and Rule of Lifes which thou haft 
formed in thy own Mind. 1403 Thou 
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1403 Thou ougheft to be diizent in the Purfuir 
of fuch things as are necdrul for the Body yetnor 
to adlict thy felp with the Anzaih of Cares and 
Fears, and fuch lise Parhons: bar cuisly pac die 
[ive of thy Labours into Gods Pho . and patie 
endy expect what he wil Get Gist vi. 

ryo4 When thea feet Peopies Aidecons car- 
ricd ttrongly in a Current one way, do not at thet 
time ipeak, or expoftulate, for twhl d.fuict tiem 
the more; and like a licie Water calb upon a creat 
Fire, will make it burn fiercer. A Wile toibear- 
ance will compofe tiem more, and fertile them 
better. 

r4o5 Shew nor thy if in Paddics WM 
ty and Firnefs. Fir! Failings may pac chee back 
too far for an After-Recovery: For Lerectativns 
come with an Appetite, and would be fatitied: TF 
thou baulkeft them, Men may take fuch an Of- 
fence, a3 fcarce ever to relish thee agai. 

1406 When thou wouldeit thew thy {cif to the 
World, lec thy first Approaches be modeit; cl& 
when there is too much Eype@ation and Pream- 
ble of Worth, People are half weariet aad fence 
in their Fore-conceits; and it is bur a Nind cr an 
After-Game of Credit that is f won. 

1407 If at any time thy Mind feems to ftagecr, 
and incline to any thing that is ill, think upon fome 
brave, wife, and goud Man; fuppofe him to be 
prefent, and overloosing thee: and then do nothing 
thou wouldeft be afraid or afham’d to do in his 
Prefence. , 

1408 To avoid Envy, avoid ail unnecefMfary and 
ambitious cngrofling of Butinels, and all infolent 
and proud Affectation. A wife Man will fome- 
times, in EufineS that is not of much Conccrn, 
fuffer himfclf to be croficd on purpofe, aad to be 
over-born, that he may leffen Envy, 

2 1409 If 
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1409 If thou wouldeft be popular, let thy Face 
be open and entertaining., There is an Art to 
look one’s felf into Refpeét and Honour. A plau- 
fible and liberal Countenance creates a favourable 
and hopeful Opinion of thee, and thofe that per- 
haps will never need to be admitted to a nearer 
Acquaintance. 

1410 If thou findeft a happy Concurrence of 
thy Affairs with Time, Place, and Perfons, which 
give Succef$, be prudent and induftrious to make 
ule, and difpofe of this good Fortune. Tho’ God 
provide this Good for thee, yet he requires thee 
to manage it thy felf. 

1411 Go not to a covetous old Man with any 
Requeft too foon in the Morning, before he hath 
taken in that Day’s Prey: for his Covetoufnefs is 
up before him, and he before thee, and he is yet 
in ill Humour: but ftay till the Afternoon, till he 
‘be fatiated upon fome Borrower. 

1412 Carry thy felf very open in common 
Matters, and Affairs of Friendfhip, or good Neigh- 
bourhood. But as to fuch things as fhould be Se- 
crets, be in(crutable; and let no Perfon or thing 
pick it out of thee. Premeditated general Evafi- 
ons might be here ufeful. 

1413 If thou camit not obtain a Kindnefs which 
thou defireft, put a good Face on it: fhew no 
Difconrent nor Surlinefs: an Hour may come, 
when thy Requeft may be granted. ‘Temporizing 
is fometimes great Wifdom. Cundtanda reftituit 
rem. 

1414 Be always fo precifely true in whatfoever 
thou relateft of thy own Knowledge, that thou 
mayft get an undoubted and fettled Reputation of 
Veracity ; and then thou wilt have this Advantage, 
that every body will believe (without farther Proof) 
whatfoever thou affirmeft, be it never fo ftrange. 
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1415 Be not fo foolifily kind, as to yield to 
every body whatever they pleafe to ask. If thou 
groweft cuftomarily cafy to ail, thou haft loft thy 
Liberty and Property: for thou can‘it not a%er- 
wards, when thou hatt a mind to it, with-hold or 

eny thy Kindnefs without being thought injurious. 
For Cuftoin lays a Debt on thee. 

1416 Be careful to keep thy {elf free of all 
Scores. If thou payeft as thou goeft, thou wilt 
retain much Quiet. Many fall things neglected, 
and fuffered to run up together, arife infentibly to 
a large Sum. And befides, Negligence in this 
Point will render thee liable to be over-rated, or 
falfly put upon. 

1417 In Recreation, take this for a Rule: As 
foon as thou percciveft Delight flag, Icave off ; 
for Pleafures will not be ftrained beyond them- 
felves. This Sort of Temperance will render thy 
Pleafures exceeding {weet. Man is therefore un- 
happy, becaufe he knows not when to give over. 

1418 Some Books may as well be borrowed as 
bought, fuch efpecially as thou meaneft to look 
over but once; and then it’s good to {et a precife 
Time when thou wilt return them: for that will 
bring a fort of Neceffity on thee of reading them, 
and alfo give thee Credit to borrow more. 

1419 Be a moft {trict Obferver of Order, Me- 
thod, and Neatnefs in all thy Affairs and Manage- 
ments. Saturday concludes the Week: If thou 
wouldeft fet apart that Day, take a view of all thy 
Concerns; to note down what is wanting, and to 
put every thing into its Place; thou wouldeft pre- 
vent much troublefome Confufion, and fave abun- 
dance of Vexation and Pains. 

1420 In thy Study and Purfuance of a Notion, 
firft work it out by thy felf as far as thou car’ft,, 
and make. it, lie. as. clear a diftint in. thy Head 
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as poffible: And then (but not before) confult 
Books, and difcourfe thy Affociates. For remem- 
ber, thou art not always to live on Reliance, and 
go in Leading-ftrings. 

1421 Not to be provoked at all, is beft: but if 
thou art mov’d, correct nor, nor revenge, till the 
Fume be {pent. For every Shock our Fury gives, 
is {ure to fall upon our felves at laft. If we did 
but obferve the Allowances our Reafon makes, 
upon Reflexion, when our Paffion is over; we 
could not want a Rule to behave our felves by in 
the like Occafions. 

1422 In chufing a Wife, be fure of it, that fhe 
be not of a different Inclination, as to Matters of 
common Life, from thee. For if one delight in 
Company, the other in Privacy; you mutt live to- 
gether with as little Conveniency, as (in the Fable) 
the Swallow and Snipe would do; whereof one 
loved nothing but Summer, and the other nothing 
but Winter. 

1423 In great Families the Mafter faith, Go; 
but in imaller, Let us go; implying that he will 
accompany him. When Go is faid, perhaps the 
Command may be executed after a fort, but with 
tome Uncertainty, becaufe the Bufinefs is not un- 
cer the Mafter’s Eye. But Let us go, doth the 
thing immediately and effectually. 

1424 Endeavour with all thy Power to get a 
manly Confidence: For a fheepifh Bafhfulnefs , 
when one knows not how to look; {peak, or move, 
tor fear of doing amifs,; and always blufhing, and 
not able to {upport an harfh Word, or ftern Look, 
will render us liable to Ridicule, Contempt, and 
Infult. 

1425 Do all thou can'ft to keep up a fair Re- 
putation with all Perfons. Be with Superiors hum- 
bic and compliant, but not bafe and flattering : 
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thou underftandeft nor, it’s belt to receive Propos 
fals. And if thou haft 2 doubtful Caufe, or an in 
conftant Adverfary, and findeit him difpofed to 
eomply with thy Defre, deer not to difparch. 

1427 In dealing with Merchants, and Men of 
Bufinefs, cut off Ceremonies, and declare toy Bue 
finefS at length, rather than too briefly, to prevent 
Miftakes. Befides, a Man is not always in Dit- 
pofition, or of Ability to fathom the Depth of an 
Affair with a fhort Lead-Line. 

1428 It’s better that thou be rather fomething 
{paring, than very liberal, to even a good Servant; 
for as he grow full, he inclines citker to be id'c. 
or to leave thee: And if he fhould at any time 
murmur, thou mayft govern him by a f{eafonab‘e 
Reward. 

1429 Labour by a wife and vertuous Life, to 
get thy Soul fo fettled , that which way {never fhe 
turns her Eye, the Heaven is calm and ferene a- 
bout her: No Defire, no Fear, no Doubt, no Dif 
fculty, can affault the Imagination of fuch a one, 
fo as to caufe Offence or Difquict. 

1430 Get into fome ferled, honeft, and cre- 
ditable Employment; fuitable to thy Place, Eftate, 
Inclination, and Education: And manage it care- 
fully, with a good Confcience, and unfvotted Re- 
putation. This will be the fureft and beft way to 
gain Quict and Satisfa@tion in this World. 

1431 Often think with thy felf, that others ex- 
cel thee in Wifdom and Virtue: And ufe free 
quently to fufpect thy felf to be ecafily confuted 
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and convinced of thy Errors, if thou wert told of 
thy Failings. All this thou mayft do and fuffer, 
and yet not be fo eafy, as to be led by the Nofe 
by every pragmatical meddling Fellow. 

1432 Fear not that which cannot be avoided. 
It’s extream Folly to make thy felf miferable be- 
fore thy time; or to fear that, which it may be 
will never come; cr if it do, may poffibly be 
coaverted into thy Felicity. For often it falls out, 
that that which we moit feared, when it comes, 
brings much Happinefs wich it. 

1433 I would have thee never aim at great 
Things. Ambition makes a Man plunge himéelf 
into a Multitude of reftlefs Cares, Pains, and Per- 

lexities, to gain only the windy Praifes, and airy 
ftimation of Men; whofe Minds are moft in- 
conttant and wavering, and not to be depended 
on. 

1434 Firft know the Character of the Perfon 
thou haft to do with: Next feel his Pulfe: And 
then attack him by his ftrongeft Paffion; which is 
his weaker Side: And that is a fure Way to gain 
him. But this muft not be done trickifhly, and 
knavifhly, to circumvent and wrong him. 

1435 Ufe not commonly and unneceffarily the 
Name of God, or the Devil, nor Paffages of ho- 
ly Scriptures; nor mocking at any thing relating 
to Piety or Devotion; nor Oaths; nor courfe By- 
Words; nor undecent Expreffions ufed only by 
Perfons of ill Behaviour, or mean Condition. 

1436 In Converfations of Kindnefs, take care 
that thy Tongue and Judgment walk together, ac- 
companying thy Difcourfe with fuch Geftures, 
Countenances and Actions, as are expreffive of 
the fame Will and Affections, giving to know, 
in fhort, the Caufes that induce thee to Love 
and Honour, and think thy felf obliged. 
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1437 In Bufinefs, let every Man take his fil. 
Rather than interrupt him, provoke him to fpcak 5. 
for he will blurt out many things for thy Advan-- 
tage: Some out of Inadvertency, fome out of 
Vanity, when he ftands flourifhing upon Circum-. 
{tances, and Matters of ftmall Moment. 

1438 Affect not to keep great Refort to thy: 
Houfe. Your vulgar Fricnds will {teal away thy 
moft valuable Jewel, Time. If thou wert with 
them any where but at home, thou mighteit eafi- 
er get away from them ; but at thy own Houfe, 
thou muft endure their Pleafure. 

1439 If thy Servant be Iil-natur’d, and does 
not kindly refpeé thee, but is {elf-conceited, and 
furly, and heady; yet if he be not pofitively dif 
_ honeft, nor ignorant of his Bufinefs, bear with him 
a-while to ferve thy prefent Turn: but as foon as 
Ho canft better provide thy {clf, rid thy lands of 

im. 

asgo A Man that is not ofa real Iil-nature, may 
poffibly fpeak flightingly of thee: OF fuch an one: 
do thou fpeak well. Believe me, this will work 
ftrangely in gaining him to thee: whereas, ill Lan- 
Fyase would change his. Difrefpect to downright 

datred of thee. 

1441 Forbear telling in Company, where thou 
art not very well known, or where thou art not 
very well refpected, ftrange things, though they: 
be really true; left thou be accounted a Stretcher.. 
And no Animal in-the. World is more contemp-. 
tible than fuch an one. 

1442 When thou advifeft a Friend, propofe- 
not thy Counfels as Laws to him, with the Air of 
a Matter; that would take from him the Privilege: 
of examining what thou fayeft. Thy Part is, to 
endecvour to: draw him with Reafon, not drive: 
him. with Authority. ; 
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1443 A great Skill in Converfation will be, not 
fo much to fhew thy own Wit, as to give other 
People an_ opportunity of exerting theirs: For he 
that parts from thee pleafed, and {atisfied with him- 
~ felf 1s perfectly fo with thee. Men feek lefs to’ 
be inftructed than applauded. 

- 1444 Kings, who gain Battels, and take Cities, 
are obliged for their Laurels, to the gallant Per- 
formances of their Captains and Soldiers. But 
thou, if thou vanquifheft thy ill Appetites and 
Paffions, wilt be indebted only to thy own Va- 
lour, for that glorious Victory; and better meri- 
teit the Name of a Hero. 

1445 Look upon vicious Companions as fo 
many Engines planted againft thee by the Devil; 
and accordingly fly from them, as thou wouldeft 
from the Mouth of a Canon. Make no Ac- 
quaintance with thofe, whom nothing will fatisfy, 
but that thou go to Hell with them for Com- 

any. 
a Make it neither thy Hope nor Bufinefs to 
pleaie all People; only endeavour to imitate thofe 
that are wife, and virtuous; and do, and fuffer, 
whatfoever is incumbent on thee: And then let 
the People {pit out what Poifon they pleafe. For 
my Part, I hold it for a great Commendation, 
not to pleafe the Vicious. 

1447 Contemn Cenfure, which operates no far- 
ther than thou makeft ic: And which nothing but 
unmafculine Timeroufnefs, or flavifh Ambition of 
Popularity make confiderable. If thou valueft 
thy {elf from abroad, thou muft be poor at Home. 

1448 In order to allay tay difcontent, imagine 
with thy {elf that thou haft a Divifion of the In- 
firmitics of human Nature with other Men; and 
then thou halt find the Advantage is on thy fide ; 
fecing there is in thee but afmall Portion of Pain, 
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for infinite Paffions, Sufferings and Wants that are 
in others. 

1449 Affect not hard Words; a Defign to be 
thought Iearned thereby, fhews want of Learning. 
For the more knowing any Man is, the plainer he 
is able to exprefs his Mind. But on the other fide, 
thou art not to defcend to low and mean Ex- 
preffions ; that will favour of an ungentcel Breeding, 
and courfe Converlation. 

1450 If thou getteft not an Indifference to all 
idle Cenfures of Men, thou wit be difturb'd in 
all. thy Tranfactions; it being fcarce poflible to do 
any thing, but there will be Defcants made on it: 
Nay, thou mutt fufpend even the neceflary Actis 
ons of Life, if thou wilt not venture them to the 
being misjudged by otners. 

1451 Truly thou fhaic never have done, if thou 
wilt needs take all the Affairs of the World to 
Heart, and be paffionare for the Publick ; whereof 
thou makeft fo fmal! a Part. If thou fendeft tor 
Mitchiefs fo far off, there will not an Hour pals, 
wherein fome Difconfolation or other will not 
come upon thee. 

1452 In negotiating with Perfons, obferve their 
Temper, and (as far as Prudence will give leave ) 
comply with their Humour: Suffer them to {peak 
their Pleafure frecly; feem to be pleafed, if not 
with their Opinion and Party, yet with their Elo- 
cution and Ability ; this may probably draw them 
on to let fall fomething, that may be for thy Ad- 
vantage. 

1453 Be rather careful of what thou do’ft, than 
of what thou haft; for what thou haft is none of 
thine, and will leave thee at thy Death: But what 
thou dot is thine, and will follow thee to thy 
Grave; and wilt plead for thee, or againft thee, 
at thy Refurrection. a 
ia cea 1454 In 
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1454 In fpeaking, ufe not fo little Gefture as to 
ftand immoveable, like an Image without Life 5 
for that will be taken, not for Gravity but Dul- 
nefs. Nor fo much, as to lay about thee like a 
Threfher; for that would be Buffoonery; and 
make thee defpifed, and not heard. 

1455 Affect not to appear excellent in lefs ne- 
ceffary Qualities and Attainments: For that would 
be to produce Witnefs againft thy felf, that thou 
haft fpent thy Time, and applyed thy Study ill; 
which ought to have been employed in the Ac- 
quifition of more ufeful, and more neceffary 
things. 

ia In Confolations, thou fhouldeft at thy firft 
Approaches favour thy Friends Grief, and ex- 

refs fome Approbation of their Sorrow. By this 
Tndalacnce thou obtaineft Credit to proceed; and 
after a facil and infenfible Manner, flideft into 
Difcourfes more folid, and proper for their Cure. 

1457 If any attack thee by Argument, and 
thou haft not a brisk Anfwer immediately ready 5 
ftand not to purfue the Point with a tedious and 
impertinent Conteft, bordering upon Obftinacy : 
but turn it artfully to fomething eife; let it pats, 
and defer thy Revenge; for a‘Time may come. 

1458 Thou mayft not defer the Amendment of 
thy Life to the laft Hour, becaufe the Thief was 
faved: For as that was a Precedent that none 
thould defpair; fo was it but one Exampie, that 
none fhould prefume. Defperation is a double 
Sin; and final Impenitence hath no Remiffion. 

1459 I would not have thee be one of thofe, 
who are as wife at the firft Profpect of a Bufinefs, 
as ever they intend to be; and who, as if they had 
an infinite Knowledge, prefently ‘jump into an In- 
fallibiliry of Opinion, which they can never after 
find in their Hearts to retract and outgrow. 
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- 1460 Deceive not, defraud not; but keep up: 
to the ftricteft Rules of Juftice and Honefty : For 
all unjuft Acquifitions will one Day prove like a 
barbed Arrow, that muft be plucked back again ; 
and that not without horrible Pain and Anguith: 
or elfe will deftroy thee eternally. : 

1461 Repine not at the Plenty or Splendor of 
thy Neighbour; at the Greamicls of his Income; 
the Magnificence of his Retinue, ce. Confider 
what are frequently the difmal, and wretched Con- 
fequences of all this; and fo thou wilt have little 
Caufe to envy this gaudy Great One, or to with 
thy felf in his room. 

1462 In Tse td a Judgment, confider not 
fo much a Man’s Words, and common Conver- 
fation, ( where there is (eldom any Temptation to 
be ill) as his Actions, and moft fettled Courfe of 
Dealings in Bufinefs. Many {peak well, and do. 
il. A Knave knows, honeft Words coft him 
nothing, and withoutthem he can catch no Wood- 
cocks. 

1463 Give not a prefumptuous Perfon Counfel ;, 
he will hate thee for it: for his fort of Senfe tells 
him, thou hereby fuppofeft thy {elf wifer than 
him. And if thy Counfel to him chance to be in 
a Matter of great Concern, thou certainly ruineft 
him: For he will do the contrary, to fhew he 
necds none of thy Advice. 

1464. Place not thy Amendment only in in- 
creafing thy Devotion, but in bettering thy Life. 
This is the damning Hypocrify of this Age; that 
it flights all good Morality; and fpends its Zeal 
in Matters of Ceremony, and a Form of Godli- 
nefs without the Power of it: 

1465 In all things preferve Integrity. The Con- 
fcience of thy own Uprightnefs will alleviate the 
Toil of Bufinefs, and foften. the camer of "a 
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Succefs and Difappointments, and give thee an 
humble Confidence before God; when the Ingra- 
titude of Man, or the Iniquity of the Times rob 
thee of other due Reward. 

1466 If thou ufeft Vigor and Refolution in Pu- 
finefs, thou thy felf wilt never mifcarry, though 
fometimes thy Defigns may. Thou canft never 
be a lofer in Honour and Reputation, but wilt - 
appear a great Man, even in the moft unfortunate 
Accidents; and make even ill fuccefs itfelf atreft 
thy fufficiency. 

1467 Be eafy in Company; it’s uncivil to clafh 
with every thing in Converfation that thou diflikeft, 
or to confute every thing thou thinkeft falfe; to 
formalize upon all the Foolery and Nonfente thou 
heareft. ‘Thou art not to conteft with the whole 
World, as if thou wert the univerfal Reformer. 

1463 When thou art at Ieifure by thy felf, con- 
fider what may be the propereft Ways, 1. To 
detract from thy felf modeftly. 2. When and 
how to vaiue and recommend thy felf. 3. With 
what Artifice, to behave thy felf to Contemners, 
and all forts of People. 

1469 If thou hait an Adverfary too mighty for 
thee, let not thy Paffion drive thee to any peremp- 
tory Refiftance; but wifely forbear, and keep thy 
fting to thy felt, He that fhews himfelf fiery, 
where his Flame cannot touch, like Lightning 
appears only in the Flafh, but confumes nothing. 

1470 If thou wouldeft leave any Place or Em- 
ployment, and fecure thy fclf from After-Afper- 
fions, make publick Proteftation of thy fincere 
Behaviour therein. ‘Thus thou removeft like a 
Light which is not putout, and choaked in Snuff; 
but removed from one Candlcftick to ano- 
ther. = 
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1471 In foliciting, it’s better to move by Speech, 
if thou haft a Talent for it, than by Letter. Thy 
Perfon, thy Face, thy Delivery may beget regard ; 
and when thou art with him, perhaps he will not 
have Confidence to deny thy Suit: But at a Di- 
ftance, he can write back to thee a Letter, and 
not blufh. 

1472 Accuftom thy feif to bear, even unde- 
ferved Reproofs patiently, and contentedly ; and 
the harfh Words of an Enemy: as knowing that 
the Anger of an Enemy is a better Monitor, and 
reprefents our Faults, and puts us in mind of our 
Duty, with more heartinets, than the fott Kind- 
nefs of a Friend. 

1473 Be careful thou doft not utter a Lie in 
thy Prayers; which though not obferved, is fre. 
quently practifed by carelefs Perfons; elpeciaily in 
Forms of Confeffion, affirming things which they 
have not thought, profefling Sorrow which is not, 
making Promifes and Vows they mean not. 

1474 Be feverely careful to guard thy {clf a- 
gainft Curiofity, Tattling, and needlefs Enquiries. 
‘Thofe are the very Ruit and Canker of Time, 
to eat it up: And when they once feize upon us, 
do commonly devour fo much of our Lives, that 
they render the whole Remainder ulclefs and un- 
profitable. 

1475 Be the fame in the Sight of God, who 
beholds thy Heart, that thou fecmeft in the Eyes 
of Men, that fee thy Face: And content not 
thy felf with an outward good Name, when th 
Confcience fhall inwardly tell thee, it's undeferved, 
and therefore none of thine. 

1476 In felling, let no Price be heightened by 
the Neceflity or Unskilfulnefs of the Buyer: for 
the firft is direét uncharitablenefs to the Perfon, 
and injuftice in the Thing; becaufethe Man’s Ne- 
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ceffity could not naturally enter into the Comfide- 
ratton of the Value of the Commodity: And the. 
ether is downright Deceit and Oppreflion.. 

1477 Religioufly keep all Promifes and Cove= 
nants, though made to thy Difadvantage;, and tho’ 

afterwards thou perceiveft thou mighteft have done 
better. And let not any precedent Actof thine be 
altered by any After-accident: Let nothing make 
thee break thy Promife, unlefs it be unlawful, or 
impoffible. on 

1478 When thouart delivered from Afflictions,. 
in a {pecial Manner recollect and call to mind. 
thofe Errors, Failings and Sins, that did. moft dif- 
quiet thee in the time cf thy Adverfity ; and be- 
moft fevere againft them.. 

1479 Let thy begging of Pardon be ever ac- 
companyed with a Refolution, not to offend a- 
gain: Otherwife, God that fees thy Heart, looks 
upon thy asking Pardon, as a higher, and more im- 
pudent and prefumptuous Sin, than that which: 
thou feemeft to beg the Forgivenefs of. 

1480 Our fecret Griefs and Uneafineffes about 
Mens Opinions of us, make thofe Men neither 
better nor worfe towards us. Do thou but walk 
virtuoufly, and inoffenfively, and never imagine or 
care what they think or fay of thee. This will’ 
procure great Quiet and Confolation. 

1481 In Reconciliation, it’s more policy to pafs 
over Words and Caufes, which occafioned the 
Difference; than to piece the Rent with weak 
Excufes and Apologies. It’s a wrong Method to. 
make the very Caufe of your fall-out, which was 
Words, the way to Agreement again. This would: 
be to fend thy old Wrath an Ambaffador for a 
new Reconcilement, Prow. xvii. 9.. 
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1482 Pick out of thy Companions Affociates; 
and aflociace wifely. In the Society of thy Equals 
thou fhalc enjoy more picafure: In the Society of 
thy Suveriors thou fhalt find more pro&S:. To be 
the belt in the Company is the way to grow the 
wort. The beft means to grow beiter, is, to be 
the worft there. 

1483 Take heed of that Honour which thy 
Weaith hath purchated ; for it’s neither lating nor 
thine own. What *{foney crearcs, Moncy pre- 
ferves. If thy Weutth decays, thy Honour dics. 
That is but a flippery Happinefs, which Forrune 
can give, and can take away. 

1434 In the Matcer of Compofirion, efpeciaily 
of Letrers, thou fhouldeft write as thou fpeaket, 
with eafe and freedom; for it is more friendly, as 
well as natural. And it is fo much my Inclina- 
tion, (faith Sexeca ) that if I could make my mind 
vifible to my Friend, I would neither fpeak nor 
write. 

1485 After a Man bath told News, or a Story 
in thy Prefence, do not ftare at him, and ask 
what was that you faid: For that fhews thou con- 
temnedft the Relator, and mindedft not what he 
told thee. Befides, if thou requireft him to tell the 
fame Tale, as often as thou art pleafed to ask its 
thou thereby makeft him much thy Inferior. 

1486 Do not in Company even thy own Bu- 
fine if it may be delay’d , read not a Letter; 
commend not, nor chide thy Servants; aflume 
not all the Talk: Entertain them not with Stories 
of thy Sclf, Wife, Children, or Family: Tell not 
thy Dreams; cenfure not; contradict not; but 
give place to the major Part. 

1487 Thou mayft freely and fafely difcourfe of 
Matters of Learning, Philofophy, Poetry, Mathe- 
maticks, Travel, Government of foreign Coun 
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tries, Hiftories of Times long ag0 paft; or pre- 
fent, of other Countries; Husbandry, Horfes, 
Hunting, Fifhing, Fowling, and the like Subjects, 
which concern no Mans Reputation, Intereft, or 
Faction. And therefore none need care which 
part they take. 

1488 When thou haft extorted from a Perfon 
what he obftinately denyed, thou needeft not 
doubt, but at the fame time alfo, to obtain ano- 
ther he would not willingly grant. For when a 
Man is forced as it were to let go his hold of what” 
he moft firmly grafped, he unbends his Hand, 
and abandons whatever it contained. 

1489 If between thy Friend and thee a private 
Thought of Unkindnels arife, prefently and mildly 
tell it him, and be reconciled. If he be clear, 
thou fhalt like him the betrer when thou feeft his 
Integrity: If faulty, his Confeffion merits thy 
Pardon: and though in the Difcuffion you fhould 
jar a little, yct be fure to part Friends... 

149® Speak not conceitedly before an Artift, of 
his own Art, which it muft be fuppofed thou un- 
derftandeft but little of. But if occafion be given, 
thou mayft {peak of it by way of doubting, or ask- 
ing fome Queftions, manifefting by that modefty, 
that thou haft more defire to underftand what thou 
knoweft not, than to utter what thou knoweft. 

1491 When thou art with Women, thou muft 
Rot enter into Strife and Contention with them; 
for by fuch Thwarting, and obftinate Dealing, 
there is nothing to be gotten at their Hands but 
Ul-wil. Therefore it is ever better to foothe them, 
than to thwart them in their Sayings. 

1492 Take not exceptions at, nor reprove every 
idle Saying, or ridiculous Story that is f{poken, or 
told in thy Prefence. It’sa Sin againft good Man- 
ners, and a great Rudenefs to controvert every 
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thing that chances not to be aereeable to thy way 
of thinking. Tatead of thar, loox home, and be 
fatished with correcting thy {elt. 

1.493 When thou hearett talk of any ones Con- 
dition, never trouble thy {Gf to think of him; 
but prefently turn thy Eyes urcn thy (76 to tee 
in what Condition thou art. Wherever concerns 
another, relates to thee this much, that the Acci- 
dent that has befallen him, gives thee cautions 
and rowzes thee to turn thy Defence that way. 

1494 Promife nothing of Irporrance without 
deliberation; and except thou haita Mind to pers 
form it: for thou art free not to promie; but 
when thou hat done it, thou art engaged to per- 
form what thou promikit. [xprets clesrly and 
plainly, for fear thou thouideit be mitunderitood, 
and be thought to have promited more than thou 
performett. 

1495 If upon the beft Survey thou canft make 
of thy own Forces; and after fome (not faint ) 
trials, thou findeft thy {cif no match for the World, 
and unable to countermine its Policies, and fairly 
oppofe its Power: Then (if thou canit) thou 
may ft, and oughteft to retire from the World, as 
from the Face of a too potent Enemy. 

1494 Whenever thou perceiveft the leaft Mo- 
tion of Anger within thee, make as much hafte to 
check it, as thou wou'd2it to quench a Fire in 
thy Houfe. And be fure to keep ftrict watch 
over thy Tongne, that it breaks not out into pro- 
voking Expretlions: For that Breath will blow up 
the Fire, not only in thy Antagonift, but in thy 
felf. 

1497 If at any time thy Thoughts be lifted up, 
and thou fancicit thy feif to be fomething; the 
Earth, which is always prefent, will tell thee where- 
of thou art made, and whence thou hadit thy 
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~ Origin, and whither thou thalt go; for Duft we are, 
and to Duft we muft return. And upon this hum- 
ble Foundation, thou mayft build the higheft Vir- 
tue. 

1498 Confider fadly, that thou muft e’re long 
dwell in a Houfe of Darknefs and Difhonour, as 
thy Fore-fathers do. Thy Body muft be the Ha- 
bitation of foul Infects: Thy Soul muft be as 
thou makeft it by thy living here, in a State of 
good or bad evérlaftingly. Upon thefe Thoughts 
it will not be eafy for thee to be gay in thy Ima- 
gination; or to be drunk with Wine, Joy, Pride 
or Revenge. 

1499 Speak not through the Nofe; nor with 
any affected, or unhandfome Geftures; wrying the 
Mouth, fweiling the Cheeks, putting out the Lips, 
Lifping. Alfo when fpeaking, make no fhort 
Stops without Reafon ; neither Hum, Hawk, Cough 
or Spit, but when thou haft real Occafion; elfe it 
will look as though thou wert at a Stand, and in~ 
venting what to fay. 

1500 Difpatch not an ill and difficult Bufinefs 
fo abfolutely, but that, if poffible, thou leaveft 
place to undertake and introduce it again. Time 
and Opportunity alter many things; and make 
that pafs fmoothly, which formerly would have 
been refufed, had not thy Dexterity left open a 
Door for a new Treaty. 

15c1 When thou confulteft a Friend about any 
Bufinefs, be not hafty, where the Matter will al- 
low of Time to receive his prefent Anfwer; but 
give him leifure to confider; for the common and 
firft Conceptions of moft Men are pretty much 
the fame; at leaft their extempore is not equal to 
thy premeditated. 
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1502 Converfe not much, and be not too fa- 
miliar with ordinary People: Yer leit thou be ac- 
counted proud, and be hated; whenthou art with 
them, be courteous in thy Salutes, Difcourfes, Of- 
fers of Kindnefs, but efpeciaily in giving what 
looks like Reafons in thy Difcourfe: For then 
they think that thou doft not defpife them. 

1503 InConverfation, fpeak Reafon, rather than 
Authors; rather Senfe, than a Syllozifm; rather 
thy own Thought, than anothers. If thou conti- 
nually quoteft others, ’twill argue a Poverty in 
thy felf, which forces thee to be ever a borrow- 
ing: “Twill be a greater Commendation to fay 
thou art wife, than that thou art well read. 

1504 Lay down fuch Rules to thy {elf of ob- 
ferving ftated Hours for Study and Bufinefs, as no 
Man fhall be able to perfuade thee to recede from. 
For when thy Refolutions are once known, as no 
Man of Ingenuity will difturb thee; fo thou'lr 
find this Method will become not only practica- 
ble, but of fingular Benefit in abundance of 
things. 

1505 If thou wouldeft pleafe in Company of 
fuch as think themfelves. intelligent Perfons; ex- 
plain not things too particularly, but exprefs half, 
and leave it to thy Hearers to make out the reft: 
They will gratefully take it for an Argument, that 
thou haft a good Opinion of their Apprehenfion 
and Judgment. 

1506 Avoid all vulgar, nonfenfical, mean Words, 
and Expreffions, which have no Grace nor Wit: 
For fuch bring thee down to the meaneft Clafs of 
Clowns, and caufe thee to be defpifed. As for 
Inftance, Dumfound, Hidfivs Doctius, Slap-dath: 
As fine as five-Pence: The Deuce take it: In the 
Twinkling of a Bed-ftaf, ce. 
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1go7 Be not unwilling to pardon: Defpair makes 
Men atterapt things, which orberwife they would 
not. Lf a Perfon that has offended thee finds he 
mutt be thy irreconcileable Enewny, and that Ma- 
lice mutt latt always, he will continually watch Op- 
portunities of injuring thee, and in time will draw 
in others to affift him in it. 

1508 If Death be fuch a terrible Thing, en- 
deavour to live in fuch a Manner, that ir may ne- 
ver affrigh: thee when it fhall approach thec; or 
when thou fhalt fee it invade others, expecting ic 
at all times, and in all places. Doft thou know 
by what Herbs, or by what Charms I do not 
fear it? “Tis by leading an innocent and good 
Life. 

1509 Shun all Debates in matters not under~ 
ftood by thofe thou converfeft with ; for they be- 
ing perhaps not humble enough to fubmit to thy 
Judgment, will immediately oppofe thy Reafons: 
and if fuperior to thee in Quality, or perhaps in 
Voice, pretend to the Advaniage by Authority, 
and ftrength of Lungs, when Reafon ferves not 
their turn. 

1510 Let that content thee that has been got- 
ten Honeftly; that thou canft leave contentedly 3 
cant ule feverly ; and diftribute chearfully in the 
Time of thy Life and Health: For that other, 
on thy Sick or Death-bed, feems rather a Cheat 
than a Charity; inafmuch as it is more a Diftri- 
bution of ancther Mans Goods, than of thy own, 

1511 Indoing Bufinefs, apply thy whole Thoughis 
and Mind ferioufly to it; but be not too eafy, 
nor paMionately engage thy Affections in it; nor 
promiie thy felf certain Succefs. By this means 
thou wit have thy Underftanding clear, and nor 
be difturbed over-much if thou mifcarrieft; which 
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thou muft make account, wil ofen hose to 
thee. 

1512 Keep Pormatiy above-bowd; bur Pru- 
dence under Deck: for nothing will give a greater 
Stop to thy Adairs, than to be etteemed very wife 
by them thou art to deal with; in whl boeer Jea- 
loufy in them. And thy Wild movil be aa alirm 
to them, never to come unprovided, when they 
have any concern with tnee. 

1513 Amend thy Lite if thou defire to be 
revenged of Fortune, and be Proof againft ail 
her Darts. Increafe in Virtue if thou wouldeft be 
invulnerabie; Be as good in Profierity asin Ad- 
verfiry. Nothing but good Works can make thee 
happy in this World; and live when this World 
fhall be no more. 

ry14 When thou prepareft againft an Enemy, 
make account that the Preparations on his fide are 
as great as thofe on thine. And promife not thy 
felf fuccefs from the Indifcretions thou may ima- 
gine he hath committed: but rather fuppofc, he 
having his Senfts and Judgment about him, may 
have provided at leaft as weil as thy {elf 

1515 Be not too glorious at firft, it will raife 
too great an Expectation, which when difappoint- 
ed, will turn to Scorn. Thou hadift better thew 
thy felf bya little at once, than in a windy Otten- 
tation blufter out thy {elf ail together: Sothat Re- 
fpec thou gaincft willbe more permanent, though 
it be not got in fuch hafte. 

1516 Whentwo great Men have a Difference, 
"twill not be fafe for thee to declare for either 
Party 5 but Jet them fight their own Battcls. For 
thefe two coming afterwards to be reconciled, thou 
wilt be at the greateft Lofs in the World; ia re- 
gard, the one will be apt to forget the poate 
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thon didft him; and the other will remember the 
Aftront he conceived thou offeredft him. 

1517 In thy Converfation, or Writing, make 
not too much ufe of Fancy, and flights of Wit: 
It begets vain and puerile Ideas, which tend nei- 
ther to make us wife, nor better, nor more ac- 
ceptable. Thy Thoughts fhould be produced by 
good Senfe, and right Reafon ; and ought always 
to be the Effect of thy Judgment. 

1518 As to Servants, take thefe three Rules: 
1. If any will do his Bufinefs with fair Words, I 
- would not have him chid into it. 2. 1 would ne- 
ver blame him for Incidents, fuch as might befal 
my felf, or any one elfe. 3. Nor ever fhould I 
find fault with him for doing that amifs, wherein 
he had no particular Direction. 

. 1519 If an Enemy, or an ill Man take up a 

Fit of Kindnefs all of a fudden, and appeat to be 
better natur’d: than ufual, it will be good Difcre- 
tion in thee to fufpect Fraud, and to lay his Words 
and Practices together; for there are no Snares fo 
dangerous, as thofe laid for us under the Cover of 
good Offices. 

1520 Always put the beft Conftruction on Bu- 
finefs and Converfation: And do not fuppofe there 
was Malice or Contempt meant thee, in every 


‘ Action or Word thou doft not underftand. To 


interpret up to this Rigor, will make thee often 
miftaken, and always upon the fret; and is the 
way for thee, neither to be juft to others, nor 

kind to thy felf. 
152i Strictly obferve the firft Stirrings and In- 
timations, the firft Hints and Whifpers of Good 
and Evil that pafs in thy Heart. This will keep 
Confcience fo quick and vigilant, and ready to 
give a Man true alarms, upon the leaft Approach 
of 
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of his friritual Paemy, that he thul be very (e+ 
dom liable to a great Surprize. 

1522 In the thing thou woulde!t have fucezed, 
make trial of all the Advantazes thou fect open: 
There are more ways than onc into a City; and 
fome Pofterns may be open, though the Fore- 
gates be fhut. And when thou hat an Advan- 
tage, make thy own fair Terms; elfe thou mayft 
fay, like 0b, Ob that I azere as in Months paft. 

1523 Take no notice of every Neglect and 
finall Injurry, for fo thou difcovere% thy fuif too 
tender of thy Honour; which thing wil foon 
create thee Contempt, and make thee accounted 
a touchy, tefty Fool. Thofe Thoughts are trou- 
blefome and vexing to their Owners, which like 
Briars, catch at every thing that touches them, 

1524 In Matters of falfe Afserfion, infit not 
too much upon direct Contradiction; but appeal 
to fuch Witmetles and fuch Circumftances, as are 
moft probable to vindicate thee. By this perhaps 
thou bloweft not Suipicions quite away, yer thou 
{cattereft them: And fone Peorie will beiieve 
what thou fayeit. 

1925 When thou art matiened and ill-fooken of, 
take the Advantage of preienting thy felt with an 
innocent Confdence, and fthrink not; efpecially 
WF thou canit any way make it appear thou hatt 
forborn taking Revenge, where thou hadit an Op- 
portunity of doing it. 

1526 In thy Dealing, ufta kind of OnonnefS 
and Freenefs: Such Behaviour wil make others 
tree tothee. 2. Getthe Opinion of Secrefy; for 
then, like a found and clofe Veifel, Men wil pour 
themfelves into thee. 3. Get the Report of up- 
right Dealing; and Men will negotiare more fin- 
cerely and plainly with thee. Do nor affect the 
crooked Goings of the Serpent. 

HH 1527 When 
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1527 When thou art to receive Favours or Re- 
-wards, do’nt betray (by thy Joy and Alacrity ) any 
-Proje& which lies dormant in thy Bofom. Difco- 
ver not thy fecret Ends and Purpofes; yet give no 
occafion for Sufpicion. He’s a Fool, that when 
‘he borrows his Enemies Sword, tells him, he means 
to flay him withir. 

1528 In negotiating, confider the Sex. 1. The 
Feminine is more foft and eafy (though not al- 
ways fo) and lighter things will prevail. 2. The 
Age: Old Age is more morofe, and hard to be 
treated with. 3. The prefent Condition: Profpe- 
rity makes Men daring and confident. 4. Their 
Advantages and Difadvantages, or Weakneffes, and 
where they lie moft open. ; 

1529 Take up this peremptory Refolution and 
‘Practice: I will not be angry, though a juft Oc- 
cafion be offered. And let the Pertormance of 
that Refolution be the firft Act after the Provoca- 
tion. For if a Man can but bring himfelf to this 
paG, that he takes not fire at the firft touch, he 
will not be blown up, and his Paffion will cool. 

1530 If one importune thee too much, dally 
with him by circulatory Speeches; run him into 
a Ring; delude him merrily for his Curiofity ; 
throw fome ridiculous Pun at him: Let him fee 
by thy bantering, thou art not well-pleafed with 
the Thing; nor yet very much difpleafed, becaufe 
thou rejecteft him, and yet retaineft good Hu- 
moor ftill. 

1531 Think, and find out what it is that thy 
Delight is really upon; as Company, Hunting, 
bodily Exercife, Cards, Mufick. And then give 
thy felf all the Pleafure thou canit, without {quan- 
dering away precious Time, or otherwife prejudi- 
cing thy felf or others. “Thou art not to be al- 
ways chain’d up to thy Oar; therefore let Life be 

as 
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as Nature ordained it, fome Labour, fome Plea- 
{ure, fome Reft. 

1532 A principal Thing thou oughteft to take 
care of in Houfekeeping 1s, the prudent difpefing 
of Money. And he delerveth the greateft Com- 
mendation, who doth not pinch, and patch, and 
live penurioufly in the want of Neccilarics, but 
who hath the beft Faculty in {preading his Shil- 
lings, or making the beft Appearance with the 
leait Expence. 

1533 If thou wouldeft truly judge of a Wo- 
man, make not the complaifant Allowances which 
Fops have introduced; but fuppofe her Mafculine, 
and then weigh her real Excellencies and Deficien- 
cies: For in good earneft we all befool our Judg- 
ments with thinking too much of her fantaftical 
Invifibilities. 

1534. Never fall at variance with any body, till 
thou needs muft; neither quickly take notice of an 
Injury or Abufe offer’'d thee, unlefs it be a very 
apparent and great one, and fuch as hath evident 
Damage or Danger in it; or unlefs it’s probable 
thy taking notice of it may prevent the like, and 
fecure thee for the future. 

1535 Be punétual even in fmall Matters; as 
meeting a Friend, reftoring a Book: For failing in 
littles will bring thee to fail in greater, and always 
render thee fufpeéted: And thou fhalt never after 
be confided in, even when thou meaneft moft hear- 
tily and truly. 

1536 Let that Table which God hath given 
thee pleafe thee. He that made the Veflel knows 
her Burthen, and how to ballaft her. He that 
made all things very good, cannot but do all 
things very well. If thou haft content with a lit- 
tle, thou haft enough: If thou complaineft, thou 
haft too much. 

H2 1537 If 
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-- 1537 If there happen any Mifunderftanding, or 
ill-grounded Sufpicion and Miflike between thee 
and another, endeavour asfoon asever thou canft, 
and before it have gone too far, to fet all right 
again: Either thy felf by a frank Opennefs in Con- 
verfation; or by a Friend, that may fet the Mat- 
ter in a true Light between you. 

. 1538 Live fo as to be noted for fpeaking and 
acting with Truth, to the utmoft Exactnefs. Ne- 
ver counterfeit (when thou wouldeft be taken to 
- be in earneft) fo much asa Look, Pofture, Ge- 
fture, or Word: For be affured Truth and Na- 
ture will fet thee out infinitely better, than Af- 
- fectation and Artifice. 

1539 Keep Company with Men of Reputa- 
tion for Honefty, Wifdom, Virtue, Ingenuity. 
Thou wilt improve thy felf by fuch; and wilt be 
thought to be fuch thy felf. If thou makeft thy 
felf a Companion of thofe that are any ways fcan- 
dalous ; their Faults will {tick upon thee, though 
thou fhouldeft poffibly not be guilty of them. 

1540 Keep not Houfe in fo {paring a Manner, 
.as to pinch the Bellies of thy Servants. It’s not 
only an uncomfortable manner ef Life, but un- 
profitable alfo: For they will wafte and fpoil all 
they can, by way of Revenge; and will work as 
untowardly, and as little as they poffibly can; and 
fome have I known, that by fo doing, have wa- 
fted their Patrimony. 

1541 If thou findeft any delight in writing, go 
on; but in hope to pleafe and gratify others, I 
would not have thee black the end of a Quill; for 
long Experience hath taughe me, that Builders al- 
ways, and Writers for the moft part, fpend their 
Time, Pains and Money, in the Purchafe of Re- 
proof and Cenfure, from envious Contemporaries, 
and {elf-conceited Potterity. 
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1442 Refolve to thrat thy fl forward in 
Company, and live uprightly and weil ia foiaht of 
thole that live 11, whofe Vice fet avaint thy Vir- 
tue, will render it the more excelent. And thou 
wilt have inward Joy, to fee thy Virtue hath won 
the Victory in the Combir. Thou perlifing in 
thy Goodnefs, in the midft of their Naughtinefs. 

1§43 Submit freely to the Divine Ditsoftion 
and Providence. Affure thy (lf thou wit gain 
nothing by Contumicy; for Submit thou muit, 
whether thou wilt or no. And thofe Providences 
that are not according to thy DeSre, will gall thee 
the more, becaufe of the Uncuie:nc& and Impati- 
ence of thy Mind under them. 

1544 In prefence of great Men, freak butlittle, 
and fpeak only what thou pofitively knowe(t, and 
upon good Occafion. It might be good to pre- 
meditate and think before-hand ( where it well can 
be done) what thou meaneft to fay; and what Ob- 
jections may be made againft it: And then do it 
boldly, and in handfome Order. 

1545 Whatever matter inwardly trouble thee , 
by no means in Word, Counsenance, or Carriages 
fhew the fame outwardly; and then no advantape 
can be taken againft thee: Befides, keeping filence 
gains time to bethink thee, how to behave thy 
{elf; whereas, if a thing be once out, and known, 
it’s too late to recal or remedy it. 

1546 Learneftly advife thee not to lay Prudence 
by, when thou takeft up Raillery and Jefting 5 tho” 
they may be aerecable to fome who are hot touch- 
ed, yet they ufually offend more than they plcafe. 
One fhall often {ce this fort of Wits among them- 
felves begin in Jeft, and play like Puppies; and 
foon end in earneft, and quarrel. 
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1547 Suffer not thy felf to be dazzled with the 
Favour of great Perfons: And, if thou wilt take 
my Advice, never rely too much on their Friend- 
fhip.° Thou canft not fly high and fafe with bor- 
rowed Wings. Nothing is more unconftant than 
Fortune: And Men have not always the fame In- 
clinations. 

1548 Aim -at a mean, middle Fortune; {ince 
of all the different Conditions of Men, this is the 
moft happy, and moft defireable: A Man lives in 
it with more Tranquility, and is lefs expofed to 
danger, than’in any other State. An high pitch 
of Fortune is attended with a Thoufand Vexationss 
Dangers and Sufferings. 

_ 1549 Be very wary in giving Advice to a Friend 
in Matters of great Moment; and more efpecially, 
it it be not wholly to his liking: For if it prove 
well, it was no more than he would have done for 
thee; and fo thou meriteft no great Thanks: But 
if it happen wrong, he may probably be out of 
humour, and look upon thee either as a weak 
Man, or elfe a falfe Friend. 

1550 Follow the beft Patterns, and be happy. 
But do nothing by bare Imitation, for that’s the 
right way to become a filly Fellow, and an Hy- 

ocrite. Let all thy Actions proceed from vital 

rincipals of Reafon, and Generofity in thy felf; 
and when thou feeft rare Examples, let them ferve 
thee only, to awaken and rouze thy innate Virtue. 

_ 1551 Keep not a great Family. All that ac- 
Crues to a Mafter by the Greatnefs of his Family 
is, the increafe of his Care in the Regiment of it; 
a great deal of Vigilance and Circumfpection be- 
ing required, to keep it in tolerable order: And if 
it be not fo a thy Houfe becomes a Wilder- 
nefs, and thy {elf a Prey to the Beafts thou feed- 
eft. 
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15§2 Rezard not fo much what the World. 
thinks of thee, as what thou thinkeft of thy felt: 
Yet the Approbatioa of wife Men, though it fhoutd 
not puff thee up, ousht to encourage thee. And 
he that rejects ail the Veitimony of o:hers, doth 
not fo much expreis the viie Opinion he hath of 
himéeir, as the Contempt wherein he holds his 
Neighbours. 

1553 That thou mayft prefirve thy (lf from 
the Patiion of Anger, avoid all occafions that may 
be likely to inflame thee: And lari to grow cal- 
lous, fo as not to feel ordinary [njuries, nor the 
Speech of the People. Refoive, whatever hap- 
pens, thou wilt not be angry to day: Get in- 
to a Cuftom of watching thy felf, and coniidcring 
whither thy Thoughts are running. 

1554 When one is relating any thing, interrupt 
him nor, unteGs there be great Reafon for it: Don’t 
fy, No, it was not thas; bat TH tell you: You 
jeave out the beft Part ot it, de. In good Man- 
ners thou oughteft to fuller him to go his own 
way, and pace; and ac laft, if it be of Concern- 
ment, thou mayft civilly fet the Matter right. 

1555 If thy Friend be in want, don’t carry him 
to the Tavern, where thou treateft thy {elf as much 
as him, and entailett Thirft and Head-ach upon 
him the next Morning. 'To treat a poor Wretch: 
with a Bottle of Burguady, or fill his Snuffbox ; 
is like giving a fine Pair of Laced Ruflesto a 
Man that wants a Shit to his back. If thou 
meaneft any thing, put fomething into his Pocker. 

1556 In Converfation, when it groweth fome- 
thing warm; if thou thinkelt fitting to interpofe, 
do it not without the civil Ceremony of asking 
leave, elfe thou hindereft the Difcourfe from be- 
ing underftood, and makeft what is faid to be mif- 
interpreted ; whence many ueceiay Arguings, - 
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and confufed Tattles aife, before the Matter can 
be cleared. 

1557 Be not magifterial in thy Diftates; nor 
pertinacioufly Contentious in ordinary Difcourfe 
for thy Opinion; no nor for even a Truth of 
fmall Confequence. If thou thinkeft good, de- 
clare thy Reafons ; if they be not accepted, be 
guiet, and Jet them alone. Thou art not bound 
to convert ail the World to Truth. 

1558 Repeat not the fame thing frequently. If 
the Company hearken not tothee, letthemchufe: 
Suppefe it thy own Fault, who fpeakeft either too 
low, or what they think deferves not their Atten- 
tion: And if they underftand it not, blame thy 
feif, who either fpeakeft not clearly, oraccommo- 
dateft nov thy felf to the Auditory. 

1559 Let the Cuftom of the Times be what it 
will, fiifer no Man to lead or laugh thee into 
Vice, or Foily: Therefore vigilantly avoid Oaths, 
idle Words, vile Expreifions, foul Proverbs; all 
things teading to Protanenefs, Immorality, Obfce- 
nity, Bufoonry, Rufticity, and whatfoever is 
unit to be uttered in the Prefence of ingenious, 
well-bred, worthy Gentlemen. 

1550 In Converfations of Kindnefs, take care that 
thy Tongue and Judement walk together, accom- 
panying thy D:fcourfe with fuch Geftures, Actions, 
and Counteriances, as are expreffive of the fame 
Wiil and Affections; giving to know, in fhort, 
the Caufes that induce thee to love, and honour, 
and to think thy feif obtiged. : 

1551 Ji i: fo happen, that thou art fo tied up 
to Bufinets, that thou canft neither break ic off 
nor loofen it; imagine thofe Shackles upon ‘thy 
Mind to be Irons upon thy Legs: They are trou- 
biclome at firt; but when there is no Remedy 
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but Patience, Cuftom wil make them eafy to thee 5 
and Neceffity wil give Courage to endure them. 

1§62 To avoid the Terrors of Death, we mutt 
banith Metanchoily: To fhaxe off that, we muit 
not give place to unfatiable Appetires: To aban- 
don thefe, we muft take heed of falfe and envi- 
ous Companions: And to efchew thefe too, we 
mutt content our felves with our own Ettate. All 
the which rightly performed, we fhail cafily attain 
to Joy, and tweet Content. 

1563 Think frequently of thy latter End. There 
muft come a fad Day. “Tis a great and fatal Er- 
ror, to place Death at a long Diitance off, fince 
great part of it is gone even now, and it brufhes 
us as it glides along, All our paft Life being in 
the Arms of Death already, which gradually de- 
vours each Day, each Hour, each Minute and 
Moment. 

1564 Whatever thou undertakeft, do it tho- 
roughly, and as well as thou can{t, or is needful at 
firft, without unneceflary Stops and Interruptions. 
If our larze Writers had written negligently, and 
only by Fits and Starts at firft, they could never 
have left behind them fo many Folios a-piece. 
Some Men are faid to have written more Books, 
than moft Men have ever read in their whole 
Lives. 

1565 If thou feekeft the F-vour of a great 
Perfon, accept Courtefies from him; for they are 
apt to love, cherifh, and trutt in him, on whom 
they have already beftowed moft Favours; efteem- 
ing him as their Creature. And he that loveth 
and doth Favours, obligeth, and fubmitteth him- 
felf to the Receiver; fothat for fear of lofing what 
he hath already beftowed, be muft beftow more. . 
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1566 "T'were a fine Artainment, if thou could- 
eft get the Art and Skill of living peaceably with 
unquiet and perverfe Men, with diforderly and 
contradictory Perfons. But it’s no difficult or 
great Matter to converfe with the Good; and fuch 
as are of a kind Difpofition ; for that is naturally 
pleafing to all; And every one delighteth moft in 
thofe that agree with him. 

1567 In thy Study of Men, to difcern their 
Spirit, and dive into their Hearts; to find out 
their way of Thinking, and learn their greateft 
Weaknciies; thou muft obferve their natural and 
fudden Motions and Airs, that flip from them 
without their notice. That way thou mayft dif- 
cover the true Bent cf the Soul, the Heart having 
no time to guard it {elf, and put on a Difguife. 

2568 Think not that the Sovereign Stamp of 
human Nature is imprinted on thee, and that . 
from it all others muft take their Rule; and that 
all Proceedings which are not like thine, are im- 
prudent and faulty. Canft thou think all Men 
were Fools, or Knaves, before thou waft born, to 
give Advice and Example? Or doft thou believe 
all People are fo now, that never heard of thee, 
and cannot have thy Affiftance ? 

1569 Learn to correct Faults in thy felf, by 
feeing how uncomely they appear in others. Who 
can but think what a nafty Beaft he is in his 
Drunkenne&, that hath obferved how noifom it 
Aa made another ? And why fhouldeft thou be 

befottedly blind, as to conceit others fhould not 

y aoe Spots and Vices in thee, which thou 
€e in others? 

1570 When thou 
so ims as if thou 


ews I : ; 
any one Objects thay or fix thy Eye conftantly on 
O8 let 
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fet thy Eyes wander all about; it looks as though - 
thou wert thinking of fomething elf: Nor turn 
thy Eyes one way, while thy Face fets another 3 
it fignifies either ill Craft, or elfe Sheepifhnes. 

1571 Whifser not with any in Company, nor 
talk in a Language they underftand not; for the 
reft will fuppofe thoutalkcft of them: But if thou 
haft any private Bufinefs, take thy Friend afide - 
after thou haft asked leave; and when none is 
earneft in Difcourfe, or in the middle of a Nar- 
ration. And when you two talk together, eye no 
Man of the Company. 

1572 When thou haft any thing to obtain of 
a prefent Difpatch, thou mayft entcrtain and a- 
mute the Party with whom thou haftto deal, with - 
fome other Difcourfe, that he be not too much 
awake to make Objections. The like Surprize 
may be made, by moving things when the Party 
is in haft, and cannot ftay to confider advifedly of 
what is moved. 

1573 Arcempt the Mortifcation of Anger, firft 
for a Day, refolving, that Day not at all to be 
angry, let the Provocation be almoft what it will. 
And to be warchful and obfervant for one Day is 
no great trouble. Bar then, afer one Days watch- 
fulsefs, it wil be as eafy to watch two Days, as 
at fr{t ic was to watch one Day: And fo thou 
mayft increafe, ull it becomes cafy and habitual. 

1s74 OF all good Quatitics, from the beginning © 
accuitom a Chid to fpeak the very precife Truth: 
and when he bath committed any litle Fault, do 
not <«ffrieht him into Lying, znd filly Eve ves, 
(which Servants common!y eich them): Buc by 
MildneG, ard Security from chiding, at the firft 
beget cn hiisa die Couraze of confeffing his Faults. 
Great Actions of Honour and Jutice depend up- 
on Voracuy. 
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1575 To find out the fecret Paffages of a Mans 
Nature, talk not fo much to him as his Man: 
his Chamber-actions may difcover more than his 
Appearance in publick: For there being juft him- 
felf, not awed by Refpec&t and Company, he 
fpreads himfelf open, and gives a difcerning Eye a 
clearer and plainer View of him, than when he is 
upon his guard in the Sight of Men. 

1576 Have not much to do with great Perfons, 
for if thou ferveft them never fo much, they'll 
count upon it that thou doeft no more than thy 
Duty, and will gratify thee with perhaps a Nod or 
a Smile: But if after all thy Service, they fhould 
take any thing ill from thee, they will ruin thee. 
And fo the Profit is like to be but little, and the 
Hazard great. 

1577 Endeavour to be patient in bearing with 
the Defects and Infirmities of others, of what fore 
foever they be; for thou thy felt haft many things 
which muit be fuffered by others. If thou canft 
not make thy {elf fuch an one as thou wouldeft; 
how canft thou expect to have another in all 
things to thy liking? We would willingly have o- 
thers perfect, and yet we mend net our felves. 

1578 ‘Thou addeft new Strength to thy Enemy, 
when thou complaineft of him. Nothing contri- 
butes more to his Satisfaction, nor renders him 
more fcornful and infolent, than to fee thou art 
not able to endure the Mifchief he hath done 
thee. So that (tofpeak properly) by difcovering 
to him thy Weaknefs, thou thy felf art the Occa- 
fion of thy Trouble. 

1579 Let not thy Curiofity entice thee to an 
Infpection into thy future Fortune; fince fach in- 
quilitivenefs was never anfwered with good Suc- 
cefs; the World (like a Lottery ) affording Mul- 
titudes of Croffes for one Prize; which reduced 
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all into a Sum, muft of neceffity render the Re- 
mainder of Lite tedious, in removing prefent Fe- 
licities, to make room for the Contemplation of 
future Miferies. 

1580 Judge and value thy {elf by thine owh 
Confcience, and not by others Opinions; and then 
thou ncedeft not care for Ignominy. If thou art 
wife, thou wilt take delight even in an ill Opini- 
on that is gotten by doing well. "Tis Oftentation 
and not Virtue, when a Man will have his good 
Deeds publifhed: And ’tis not enough to be Juft, 
where there is Honour to be gotten by it; but to 
continue fo, in defiance of Injury and Defama- 
tion. 

1581 Ufe nor thy felf to delight in fumptuous 
Entertainments: By the frequent Ufe and Ingur- 
gitation of them, thou wilt have thy Palate fo fur- 
red and imbued, and thy Stomach fo oppreffed and 
weakened, that thou wilt neither retidh nor {wallow 
thy Meats and Drinks with pleafure, comparable 
to that which a fober Man receives, whofe Gutt 
is fincere, and Appetite ftrong. 

1582 Hearken not to Whifperers. ’Tis com- 
mon to fay, Do not you tell you had it from me, 
if you do, [ll deny it, and never teil you any 
thing again. By which means Friends are fet to- 
gether by the Ears, and the Informer flips his Neck 
out of the Collar. But {ce that thou admit of no 
Stories upon thefe Terms ; for it’s an unjuit thing 
to belicve in private, and be angry openly. 

1583 When any one preffeth thee with a new 
Argument againft thy former Opinion, thou oughteft 
to think, that what thou canft not anfwer at pre- 
fent, thou mayft upon further Confideration: or 
if thou cant not, another can. For to believe all 
Likclihoods that a. Man cannot confute, is great 
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Simplicity, and tends to make us unfettled in our 
Judgments, and light-headed. 

1584 Flatter not thy felf with the Hopes of 
long Life; “twill be apt to make thee too fond of 
this World: When thou expecteft to live fo long 
in it, twill weaken the Hopes and Fears of the- 
next World, by removing it to too great a Di- 
ftance from thee: ”I'will encourage thee to live in 
Sin, becaufe thou thinkeft thou haft time enough 
before thee to indulge thy Lufts, and to repent of 
thy Sins, and make thy Peace with God before 
thou dieft. 

1585 In Difcourfes about indifferent things, ne- 
ver gainfay what another speaks, except thou beeft 
concerned therein, or thy Opinion be required 
thereupon; and then {peak with as much Gentle- 
nefs and Civility as thou art able. And if ever 
thou art brought to a Difpute, let it be carried on 
by Strength of Argument, and not by Force of 
Paffion; much lefs by Contempt or Injury. 

1586 Let the Morning and Noon of thy Life: 
be {pent in acquiring Virtue, Honour, Knowledge, 
and good Humour. And fo in the Evening thou 
wilt have no reafon to complain of the Lofs of 
Youth, Strength and Beauty. Time will do thee 
_ no other Injury, than it does a Tree, when it 
changes its Bioffoms into Fruit; or than it does 
Statues, Medals, and Pictures, whofe Price and 
Value it enhances by their Antiquity. 

1587 In the Evils of Life, never take more to 
thy fhare than are really thine own. Decline if 
thou canft an Evil even lying in thy Way, as thou 
wouldeft do.a Buftle or a Tray, by paffing on the 
other Side of the Street. Never {plit upon a Rock 
or Shelf, if thou haft Sea-room enough: And «s 
a litte Diftance of Place, fo a. little Diftance of 
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Time may ferve thy Turn, to make thee reckon 
fuch Evils none at all. 

1588 In relating any thing, go mot off to pick 
up needlefs Circumftances; nor clap in Parenthe- 
fes, that might better have been {pared: Nor make 
unneceffary Paufes and Stops, which give an un- 
grateful Check to the Auditors Expectation. Lut 
deliver the Matter plainly, freely, and properly, 
without Conceitednefs, Bafhfulnefs, Impudence or 
Flattery; and then regard it not, if thou art cene 
{ured. 

1589 In Converfation, endeavour to be even, 
eafy and agreeable: This is more acceptable than 
to ufe Conceits and Points of Wit, which, unlefs 
they very naturally fall in of themfelves, and that 
not too often neither, are difliked in good and 
fenfible Company; because they thew Affeétation 
and Pertnefs, and keep out ufeful Difcourfe, and 
turn all into boyifh Sporting, and naufcous Ridi- 
cule. 

1590 Endeavour to keep a fair, and yet an ho- 
neft Reputation with all Men. With Supcriors be 
humble and compliant, but not low and flattering : 
With Inferiors courteous and fair fpoken , not over 
familiar, nor furly. No body is willing to own 
him, that is out of the good Opinion of the 
World. 

1591 Converfe not with thofe that are known 
to be vicious; if thou doft, twill fully thy Cha- 
racter, becaufe we fee that all Perfons affect fuch 
as are like them{clves, and thofe that they may make 
fuch; And if thou art not fuch, thou either con- 
demneft them for being diferent, or art condem- 
ned by them becaufe of thy difference: And thou 
wilt find the fame Cenfure paffed upon thee, by all 
that make Judgment of thee. 
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1592 If thou wouldeft fecure to thee Obfer- 
vance; thy beft way is, not to infift too violently 
upon it. For Pride is a moft unfortunate Vice. 
A proud Man is fo far from making himéelf great 
by his haughtinefs and contemptuous Part, that he 
is ufually punifhed with neglect for it. And that 
Difdain with which he treats others, is returned 
more eh upon himéelf. 

1593 Ufe not over much ceremony and cring- 
ing; it’s frequently See to proceed not from 
a Man’s Breeding nor Humility, but from a Con- 
fcioufnefs of Meannefs; and others are willing to 
allow him fo much Senfe, as to be a competent 
Judge of his own Inconfiderablenefs: And if he 
confefs himfelf contemptible by his Carriage; they 
think it butjuft to treat him accordingly. 

1594 Expect Troubles beforethey come: That 
is the way to prevent them where ’tis poffible ; and 
where ’tis not, yet it helps usto Patience and Re- 
folution when they come: "Iwill make us wife, 
and teach us Leffons of Meeknefs and Mcdera- 
tion, before we have occafion to ufe it; fo that 
we need not then begin to learn, when the pre- 
fent and imminent Pretiure render the Leffon more 
difficult. 

1595 Take care that thou groweft not vain- 
glorious; and fet not thy Heart too much upon 
Reputation. Thou oughteft indeed to ufe all Fi- 
delity and Honefty, and fee it be not loft by 
any Default of thine: But if notwithftanding, thy 
Reputation be foiled, as it may eafily be, becaufe 
it is in the keeping of the People; then patiently 
. bear it; and content thy felf with the Serenity of 
thy own Confcience. ia 

1596 If thou comeft as a Stranger to inhabit, 
ufe all {weetnefs of demeanor, and that will {peak 
for thee. Though thou art a Stranger in thy Ar- 

rival, 
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rival, yet be a Familtr in chy Behaviour. The 
way to obtaina Freedom is to be tree: But there 
mult be punchul care of the Fr: tDemeiner, or 
thou mayft continue on fen i na like itt And 
be fire difcover nothing, which thou mayit be 
forry for aferwwards. ‘ 

1997 When thou hat prov. Welover chef thee 
were at Divercnce with thee; then be theu ac 
thattime mott fifoicious of their Piews. Por Con- 
queft embiters thy Adverfry more, and fers him 
upon the Project’ of Mix chick, and gives an Ap- 
petite to his Mlakce; and then he wil not ferunie 

et any Revenze. Flave a care at fuch a Time 
thou groweft not too fecure and i une, and give 
advantage thar way. 

1593 Give no Entertainmenrs to the Beginnings, 
the firit Motions and fecret W hitpers of the Sri i- 
ric of Impurity. For if thou refoiurely fhurceft it 
out it dies: If thon permit the Furnace to breath, 
it fmoaks, and flames out at any vent; it will 
rage to the Contan aun ef the whole. This 
Cockatrice is cafictt crated ia the Sheil; but if 
it grows, it turns to a Serpent, a Dragon, a De- 
vil, 

1599 If thou wouldeft fecure a contented Spi- 
rif, thou muft meafure thy Defires by thy For- 
tune and Condition, not thy Fortune by thy 
Defires; that is to be governed by thy Needs, not 
by thy "Fancy 3 by Nature, not ‘by evil Cuftoms, 
and ambitious Principles, Pride and Gluttony ; 
which adulterate Nature, make our Diet health- 
lef, our Appetites unfatisfiable, and our Tafte fan- 
taftick, and our whoie Lite uncomfortable. 

1600 Sometimes caft thine Eye upon thofe that 
have more than thou: There thou mayft fee that 
they are a3 far from Content, as thofe that have 


nothing at ail. From whence thou art to con- 
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clude, that it is not to be found in all the World, 
but in our elves; and there thou mayft find ir 
without the Abundance that they enjoy. 

1601 To pretend to be perfectly eafy under any 
oreat Calamity of Lite, muft be the Effect either 
of Hypocrify, or Stupidity. However, though it 
be not in thy Power to make an Affliction no Af- 
fliction, yet it certainly is in thy Power to take 
off the Edge of ir; by a fteady View of thofe 
divine Joys that are prepared for us in another 
State; which fhall fhortly begin, and never end. ~ 

1602 Suffer not fach Kindnefles to be faftened 
upon thee, as thou canft be very weil without. 
They are needlefs Debts, yet mult be paid; and 
perhaps with Intereft too. Therefore prudently 
and handfomly fhift off all fuch: But if thou doft 
it not civilly, thou wilt be thought rude, and will 
give difpleafure; for as rauch as thou doit as it 
were clownifhly fay, Thou careft for none of the:r 
kindnefs. 

1603, Whether young or old, think it not_too 
{oon or too late to turn over the Leaves of thy 
ae Life; and be fure to fold down, where any 

affage of it may affect thee: And beftow thy re- 
mainder of Time in corredting all Faults in thy 
future Conduct, be dt in relation either to this or 
the next Life. And what thou wouideft do, if it: 
were to be done again, be fure to do as long as 
thou liveft, upon the like Cccafions. : 

1604 If any in Company with thee be angry, 
carry not on the Squabble, but labour to pacify 
him with civil, plaufible Language, to the Satif- 
faction of thofe that are prefent: [f chat will not 
do, fay little. Bur be fure to make no mean Com- 
pliances, for thofe will render thee little, and_ will 
give him leave to be infolent: And if thou layeft 
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thy Neck down, he will prefently have his Foor 
on it. 

1605 When thou bezinneit to relate fome mer- 
ry Conccit, don’t My, Pil ted you the precigit 
Jest you ever heard ia your Life. No; the Artix, 
to raife no manner of Expectation, but let the 
Maiter break our at lait in fome odd Event or Lx- 
prefion, that cou'd not be aueiled at betore-hand, 
and that will occafion a fudden Surprize, and be 


* grateful to ail the Ficarers. 


16e6 When thou hait refolved what to Study 5 
advife what are the beit Books on thar Subject, 
and procure them: as tor indifferent ones, [would 
not have thee throw away any Time or Pains on 
them, if thou canft get better. A few Books weil 
chofen, and well made ute of, will be more pro- 
firable to thee, than a great confuled Alexandrian 
Library. 

1607 Let thy Studies be not fo much upon the 
pleafant and ornamental Parts of Learning, as the 
ufeful ; {uch as may enrich thy Thoughts, inform 
thy Judgment, regulate thy Life, and fit thee up 
for thy Station and Bufinefs. A Man may be a 
good Divine, ey or Civilian, and yet may 
not be very good at a Copy of Verfes, or a Ma- 
thematical Demonftration. 

1608 If thou haft done an Injury, rather own 
than defend it: One way thou deft right, and 
gaineft forgivenefs; the other thou doubleft the 
wrong, and reckoning. Some oppofe Honour to 
Submiffion; but it can be no true Honour, to 
maintain what is difhonourable to do: To confefs 
a Fault that is none, out of fear, is indeed mean; 
a not to be afraid of ftanding in one, is bru- 
ath. 


1609 Com- 


[170 J 

~ 1609 Common Prudence forbids all Men to 
continue in a confumptive Condition, without ab- 
folate Neceflity: And therefore much betrer it 
is (though it may give occafion cf Difcourfe to 
the People) to flack Sail betimes, bya Reduction 
of Expence, than to be difhonoured totally at laft 
by a Ruin, which might have been prevented by 
a Refolution maturely taken. 

1610 In chufing of a Friend, pick out fuch an 
one, to whom nothing is more in efteem, than 
Candor, Simplicity, and Verity, and who is not 
morofe. querulous, and murmuring at all things; 
but is full of Complacency, Alacrity, and pleafant 
Hopes; that fo his Converfation may not four, 
but fiveeten the Occurrences of Life. But after 
all, it’s almof as eafy to find a Diamond, as fuch 
an one. 

1611 T advife thee to get fome little infight in- 
to the Law, juft fo far as to know thofe things 
that concern common Life. For want of this, 
many Gentlemen have mightily fuffered in their 
Eftates, and become a Prey to their Solicitors and 
Agents. Nor indeed is he capable to bear any 
Rule or Office in Town or Country, who is ut- 
terly unacquainted with ‘fobwa Stiles, and Fokwan 
Oakes. 

1612 Whenfoever thou haft a Favour to ask, 
endeavour to nick the Time; as for Inftance, at 
the Conclufion of a good Meal, or fome other 
Refrethment that hath brought in good Humour. 
Days of rejoycing are Days of Favours, becaufe 
the Joy within fpreads itfelf abroad. But prefent 
not thy felf, when thou feeft another denyed; fee- 
ing then their Fear of faying No is furmounted. 
When there is a Melancholly within Doors, Dif- 
content, or Anger, then nothing is to be done. 
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1613 Inthe Difcharge of thy Place, fer before 
thee the beit Examples; for thofe are a Gicbe of 
Precepts: And after a time, {et before thee thine 
own Nlanagemen:, and examine thy fer frictly, 
whether chou cidit not be't at Arf.” Neoleét not 
alfo Examrics of thofe that have carried them- 
{elves ill in the fame, or like Piace; not to fet off 
thy felt by taxing their Mifcarriages, but to direct 
thy felf what to avoid. 

1614 If thou askeft and enquireft of thy Com- 
pany, thou fhalt both receive much Learning, 
and givemuch Content; efpecially if thy Queftions 
are addrefled to fuch, whofe skiil licth in that 
whereof thou demandeit Satisfaction. For then 
thou offereit them aft Occafion to pleafe them- 
{elves in foeaking,; and thou gaincft knowledec 
thy fei, by being poilefled of their Conceptions. 
And therefore it’s moit advifeable for thee, to fre- 
quent the Company of thofe, who have more 
knowledge than thy felt. 

1615 Becaufe all Men are apt to flatter them- 
felves, irs a mow perillous Thing to entertain the 
Addition of other Mens Praifes. There‘ore do 
not praife thy feir, exceps thou hait a mind to be 
accounted a Vain-glorious Fool; neither take de- 
light in the Praits other Men give thee, excepr 
thou really delerveft them. And then receive 
them only from fuch, as are themfelves worthy 
and honeft, and will withal warn thee of thy 
faults. 

1616 One principal End of giving being to 
oblize the Reeciver to thy Seif and Enterett; thou 
fhouldeft neither too much undervaiue, nor extol 
thy Gitt, but rather of the two diminifh and ex- 
cufe when thou givelt; feceming pleasd that fo 
fmalia Matter ftood in fuch ftead, and was fo weil 
placed and acccpred; that thou fhouldeit be ready 

to 
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to do greater Service upon occafion. But when 
thou receiveft a Favour, thou fhouldeft rather aug- 
ment it. 

1617 Be not too earneft in thy Requefts: He 
that denieth thee will be apt to fufpect thou takeft 
it for an Injury, and hateft him; and that will 
make him turn thy Enemy. But if thou beeft 
denied, be fure not to fhew fuch Refentment, as 
he may fufpe& thou intendeft him any harm. Ra- 
‘ther feem to be content with any flender Shew of 
Reafon he gives thee: So thou mayft poflibly ob- 
tain, if not this, yet fome other Favour. 

1618 Inftead of labouring in nice Learning and 
intricate Sciences; inftead of trifling away pre- 
-cious Time upon the Secrets of Nature, or My- 
fteries of State; do thou embrace only that which 
is really and fubftantially good for thy felf. Let 
thy Pains be, to moderate thy Hopes and Fears, 
to direct and regulate thy Paflions, to bear all In- 
juries of Fortune or Men, and to atcain the Art of 
Contentment: And then thou haft not much more 
to with for. 

1619 In all Defigns that require not fudden Ex- 
ecution, take mature Deliberation, and weigh the 
Convenients with the Inconvenients, and then re- 
folve: after which, neither delay the Execution, 
for thou knoweft not what an Hour may bring 
forth; nor bewray thy Intention. For ‘he that dif- 
covers himfelf before he hath made himfeif Ma- 
fter of the Defign, lays himfeif open to Mifcar- 
riage, and makes himfelf Prifoner to his own 
Tongue. 

1620 If thou wouldeft make two Friends entire, 
thou needeft but plot to make one fuffer for the 
others fake; for this is always feen in a worthy 
Mind, that it grieves more at the Trouble of 2 
Friend, than it can do for its felf. Men often 

know 
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know in themfelves how to manage and bear it; 
but to entertain it in another, they are uncertain 
how it may work. Thus Fear troublech Love, 
and fends it to a nearer Search and Pity. 

1621 Have a care how thou engagelt thy felf 
in Partnerfhip wich Mon that are too mighty for 
thee: For in unequal Alliances, the Weak lie at 
the Mercy of the Powerful ; and no Remedy but 
Patience. And when in Conclufion thou comeft 
to caft up the Profit and Lois of the Affair, what 
betwixt Force, Intereit, and good Manners, thou 
wiit fcape weil if thou canft but get off at laft, 
with thy Labour for thy Pains. 

1622 Always take the moft pleafant Handle of 
adabious Event; at leaft, fide with Hopes. For 
why fhould we call in fupernurserary lis, and an- 
tedate thofe Suferings which we fhail too foon un- 
dergo; and by thet means deftroy the Happinels 
of the prefent Time, with fuperfluous Fears of 
Futurity ? I can’t perfuade my felr “us any part of 

Vifdom to be miferable to Day, becaufe I may 
be fo fometime or other. 

1623 Be charitabie: "Tis certainly a moft gene- 
rous and enlivening Pleafure, which reiuits from a 
feafonable Liberality. When thou feeit a Man 
ftruggling with want, his very Spiric as well as 
Body ftooping under a Preffure; if thou then re- 
lieveit him, the human Nature wichin thee, which 
is common to you both, dozs by a kind of Sym- 
pathetick Motion, exult and raife up irflf. 

1624 Pythagoras admonithes us, not to fhake 
Hands with too many: Nor with a popular kind 
of Eafinefs, embrace every Acquaintance that oc~ 
curs; fince much to the over-balance of its Be- 
nefits, it carries with ita Thoufand Mifchie’s, and 
continually breeds Anxieties in the Mind, by fym- 
pathizing with them in their feverat Calamuties, 
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Ahich thou muft do, or tranfgrefs the Rules of 
Friendhhip. 

1625 Set not thy Heart upon Paftimes. The 
pasling off of our Time thus, reprefents the Ufance 
of thofe wife and very confiderable fort of People, 
who think they were born for nothing; and can- 
not have a better account of their Lives, than to 
let them run out, and flide away; to pafs them 
over, and to baulk them, and to fhun them, as a 
Thing of weary, troublefome, and contemptible 

uality. 

1626 Tell not (efpecially where thou art not 
well known) an improbable Truth. If thou 
fhouldeft ufe ftrong Affirmations, and the Hear- 
ers happen not to believe thee, thowlt come off 
but fcurvily: For they'll think either that thou be- 
lieveft it not thy felf, and fo intendeft to put up- 
on them; which they cannot but refent ill, as fup- 
pofing them Fools; or if they think thou dof 
believe ic thy felf, they will queftion thy Senfe, 
and fecretly defpife thee. ; 

1627 "Twill ke highly neceffary for thee to leave 
the World, by retirement from Bufinefs in old 
Age, before thou beeft torn from it; and to ac- 
quaint thy felf with another World, before thou 
pafleft into ic for ever. Certainly it requires fome 
Time to prepare the Soul for Death and Judg- 
ment: And that Man will be very un&t for cither, 
who is carried from the Entanglement of fecular 
Cares, to the Tribunal of God. 

1628 Side not with thy Enemy, by takin too 
much to Heart the things he publithes ayainit thee ; 
for he fays them only to make thee angry: and 
oe 
us nothing of his Defign to make thee a better 
Men, but to moleft and difturb the. Be therefore 
revenged of him, {ince it is in thy power to do 
fo ; and to fruftrate him of his Expectation. The 

way 
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way to do this is, for thee to correct thy own Mit. 
carriages, and not to be incenied at him, but flight 
him, and all his Injuries. 

1629 In chufing Affociates, or Friends, havea 
good Regard to Equality of Age. In my Opini- 
on, difparity of Age feems a greater Ooftacle to an 
intimate Friendthip, than Inequality of Fortune for 
the Humours; Bufinefs and Diverfions of younz 
and old are generally very different; So that if they 
ufe a full Freedom, and let their proper Inclinati- 
ons ftrike out, they wil difpieafe; and if they are 
baulked, they will caufe Uneafinets. 

1639 In felling an Houfe, or any other thing 
(let the way of the World be what it will) do not 
thou deceive the Bayer, by fpeaking what is true 
in a Senfe not underftood by him ; for thou would’ft 
thus bea Liaranda Thief: For in bargaining, thou 
artto avoid, not only what is directly falfe, but that 
alfo which deceiveth; otherwife thou fellcit one 
thing, and delivereft another. 

1631 Take care not to offend a Man of eminent 
Quality, and one who has an Advantage over thee; 
but take more care not to have any Difference with 
any whom he accounts his Friend. He may haply 
conceive, that ic argues acertain Meannefs of Spi- 
rit to revenge himfelf ; but he thinks as well his Ho- 
nour as his Duty engages him to take Satisfaction for 
the Affront done his Friend. 

1632 If thou artin Favour with thy Prince, em- 
ploy thy Credit and Intereft to oblige as many Peo- 
ple as thou can‘{t, and make not thy Advantage of 
his Countenance to injure any one. Endeavour 
prudently to manage thy good Fortune fo, as that 
all thy Friends may be obliged to look on it as their 
own. In fine, give all Perfons occafion to congra- 
tulate thy being fo highly in Favour with him, who. 
can do fo much for you a 
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$633 When thou art queftion’d ftridly; and fe- 

« verely, and haft no mind to give a refolving Anfwers 

bethink thy {elf of fome Interrogatives alfo, by 

which thou may’ft rival the others, and either pro- 

cure Forbearance, or draw them into an equal Ha- 

vard with thy felf. Chrift did thus to the Priefts, 

Matt. xxi.24. This may be the eafier done, if thou 

gueffeft before-hand what will be ask’d; for then 
thou may’ft prepare thy felf. 

1634, Strive not much to gain the Affection of the 

common People. Affure thy felf they will never 
forego the leaft of their Profit for thy Benefit. They 
value themfelves, as tho’ all Men were oblig’d to aug- 

-ment and better their Degree. The beft way is to 
deny them at firft, while their Defires are modeft ; 
:for if thou once granteft, thou muft never after re- 
fufe 5 and endeavouring to fatisfy them, is giving 
Drink to a dropfical Perfon. 

1635 Ufe not thy felf to that unfriendly, ungen- 
@eman-like way of oppofing almoft every thing that 
is faid: ‘This would demontftrate, that thou art little 
acquainted with the Temper and Conttitution of 
“Mankind ; for all are defirous to win the Prize: And 

“tho’ it be in its felf better to be overcome by Truth 
than to fubdue thy Antagonift to an Error; yet none 
can endure to be baffled, and triumphed over. 

1636 Thou art not to prefume to give thy Ad- 
vice unask’d to any, unlefs it be to Familiars, and 
thofe that are committed to thy Infpection; and 
Strangers that are involv’d in Dangers, and cannot 
tell how to extricate themfelves: for ’tis an extolling 
thy own Wifdom, and upbraiding them with Im- 
prudence in conducting their Affairs, and an Argu- 
ment that thou art conceited, and loveft to inter- 
meddle with other Men’s Bufinefs. 

1637 If thou would’it receive, *tis required at 
leaft, that thou fhould’ft ask : If thou fcorneft to ask, 
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it implies thou would’{t take itas a Debt, not as a 
Bounty, and fo wilt not be thankful. If thou art a- 
fraid to ask, itimplies, either thou defireft an unfit 
thing, or thou believeft him unjuft, and will not da 
thy Meritright. Again, if thou art afham’d to ask, 
itimplies, either thou art of a poor fneaking Spirit, 
or thou knoweft thy felf unworthy to receive. 

1638 If thou would’{t comfort thy Friend, thou 
oughreft not at firft to urge his troubled Mind to for- 
‘get its Pain, but rather to perfwade to moderate it; 
for at the beginning, the Mind receiveth more com- 
fort in debating the Mifery, than in {peaking of the 
Remedy: And therefore while Sorrows are green, 
the beit way isto defer Reafons and Comforts, un- 
til Time have made them more fit to receive Con- 
folation. The fovereign Remedies for a grieved 
Heart, are Mederation, Time and Forgerfulnefs. 

1639 Inthe matter of Reading, I would have thee 
fix upon fome particular Authors, and make them 
thyown. Ir thouartevery where, thou wit be no 
where ; but like a Man that foends his Life in Tra- 
vel; he has many Hofts, but tew Friends, which 
is the very Condition of him that skips from one 
Book to another; the Varicty docs but difturb his 
Head; and for vant of digeftinz, it turns to Cor- 
ruption inftead of Nourifhment. ; 

1640 Outof the Books thou readeft, extrac what 
thou likeft, and then fingle out fome Particular from 
the reft, for that Day’s Meditation. So long as the 
Meat lies whole upon the Stomach, it is a burthen 
tous, but upon Concottion it paffeth into Strength 
and Blood: And fo it fares with our Studies; fo 
‘long as they lie whole, they pafs into the Memory, 
without affe“ting the Underftanding and AffeCtions : 
But upon Mediation they become our own, and 
fupply us with Strength and Virtue. 
; : I2 1641 Take 
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3641 Take heed of a fowre Loathing of ‘thy elf, 
*-for in time it will breed a Diflike of thy Duty too, 
-and fpoil thy Appetite to any thing that is good. 
«While thou art inordinately troubled, thatthou canft 
-not do as thou would’ft, thou wilt not do what thou 
«can’'ft ; andina multitude of confufed Defires after 
a better Condition, thou wilt wafte the time (which 
bony to be laid out-in doing thy beft) in thy prefent 
-otate. ' 

1642 If thou doft indeed believe, that thy Safety 
-and Hlappinefs depend upon God, then ferve him 
‘in good earneft: But if thou thinkeft this depends 
upon the World, the Flefh and the Devil, then 
.-ferve thofe. If thou really thinkeft that Virtue and 
‘Religion are the moft folid and ftable Treafure.; 
then ftrive fincerely and vigoroufly to poifefs thy 

felf of them. But if thou thinkeft that Eafe and 
‘Pleafure of the Body, Refpect, and Pomp, and 
State, are the Portion and Sovereign Good of 
Man; then devote, and offer up thy felf to thofe. 

- 1643 After our greateft Care and Caution, a 
great many things will be haftily done and faid, 
which we-cannot reconcile with the Rules of ex- 
act “Decency, and: ftrict ‘Virtue. But if thou fre-— 
-quently calleft thy felf to account, .and obferveft 
all thofe Defects (which it may be,-other Men 
rare never fenfible of ) thou wilt attain <n habitual 
Caution and Watchiulnefs; and improve into great 
Exactnefs of Converfation, and all the Graces and 
-Beauties of Virtue. 

1644. To be charitable in thy Life-time is much 
-mMore commendable, than to be fo at thy Death: 
For Death-bed Charity is fomething like Death- 
sbed Repentance. The Motive commonly to this 
datter is, that we can now Sin no longer, nor take 

any delight in thofe evil Courfes we have. hitherto 
‘followed. . And. the Motive to the former is com- 
monly, 
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monly, (or however is conftrued fo) that wecan" 
keep what we have no longer. 

1645 If any one hath performed a friendly Of- 
fice to thee, and thou defireft to make his Friend-! 
fhip fure to thee, often remember it to him, and 
attribute ic to his kind Nature, full of Affection’ : 
and Courtefy. This he will the fooner believes - 
becaufe every one being deccived with the Love’ 
of himfclf, very eafily perfuades him(elf thereof,’ 
and rejoyceth that another believeth he poffeffetir: 
thofe Perfections and Qualities, that may make: 
him efteemed and beloved. 

1646 Affure thy felf; there is nothing more op- 
fofite to true Prudence, than that Maxim which 
directs us to do evil to thofe, of whom we have 
received any; fo to frighten others, and to make’ 
them know by Experience, that they fhall not be 
more gently treated, if they attack thee. It is 
much “more cafy to acquire many Friends, by 
Meeknefs, and an obfervance of Decorum, than 
to endeavour to preferve fome by Fear. 

1647 Open notthy Soul to Avarice, unlefsthou 
refolveft to lead a vexatious and miferable Life, 
when others rejoice. If thou hearkencft to that 
curfed Paffion, it will make thee endure all the 
Inconveniencies of Poverty, in the midft of thy 
Gold and Silver; and thou wilt not fo much live 
as languifh. The Condition of acovetous Perfon . 
is founhappy, that the greateft Mifchief thou canft ~ 
with him is, that he fhould live long. 

1648 In Bufinefs, take the Affiftance of a Friend 5 
it’s moft ufeful to form the Underftanding, and fe- 
cure the Steadinefs of the Conduct. In Matters 
of Moment, our Hopes and Fears are commonly 
ill bailanced. A Man is apt to be too eagerly en- 
gaged, to make juft Remarks upon the Progrefs 
and Probability of ae Nothing fo proper as 
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a judicious’ Friend in fuch a Cafe, to temper the 
Spirit, and moderate the Purfuir; to give the Sig- 
nal for Action, to prefs the Advantage, and ftrike 
the critical Minute. 

1649 To preferve thy felf frefh and acceptable 
to Society, let not thy {elf loofe, {0 as to create any 
Satiety or Surfeit; but leave them as near as thou 
canit, in Appetite or Defire. Therefore ftay not 
toolong; and it may not be amifs to make fome 
fudden and unexpected Departures :-Dhofe that 
like thee, will after this continue defirous of en- 
joying thee again. 

1650 Take but a few into Bofom Friendfhip; 
but yet keep up a general Kindnefs for moft Per- 
fons: fuch an one as grovels not into a mean-fpi- 
rited weak Compliance to every bodies Humours 
which will fill thy Life with unfpeakabie Uneafi- 
neffes; but fuch an one as may be plaufible enoughy 
and yet may teach Diftance where it is due, and 
keep up Reipect. Thou art not boundto bea di- 
Ns Slave wherever thou offereft common Friend- 

ip. | 
1651 Anfwer no Man till he hath fpoken all he 

meant. Thofe that are impatient to hear, are rafh 
~ in their Anfwer. Say not, I knew this before. Pres 

vent him not by helping him out with what he feems 

to have forgot, or cannot exprefs; nor correct him 

for little Miftakes. Tell not what comes into thy. 
. Fancy in the midft of his Difcourfe. Turn not 
thy Back ina neglectful or {cornful Manner, nor de- 
part before he have done. 

1652 Avoid being falfe Witnefs againft thy Neigh- 
bour, as the moft vile and villanous thing in the 
World. The Injury that is done toa Perfon’s Re- 
putation, by telling and publifhing a f{candalous Lie 
of him, is irreparable: For, fuppofe the Liar fhould 
shave the Grace to recant, which feldom happens; 
yet 
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yet fome will {till believe him, not knovwing any 
thing of his Recantation. And when once an iil’ 
Report is gone fir, ic cannot be ftopp’d, nor tra- 
ced to its firft Author. 

1653 Endeavour to make Peace among. thy 
Neighbours, it is a wortby and reputable Action. 
This will bring greater nl Gate Commendations 
to thee, and more Benefit to thore with whom thou 
converleft, than Wit cr Learnisz, or any of thofe 
fo much admird Accomplifhments. Bur I would 
have thee be aware, that this mutt be done with all 
imaginable Dewrerity, Prudence and Juice; other- 
wife thou may’it rua thy f2lf into a Quarrel, and per- 
haps get Biows from both. 

1634 When thou giveft to the Neceffiraus, co 
ic without a Defizn to gct the Praif? of Men, and 
do it in Mercy; that is, outof a true Senfe of the 
Calamity of thy Brother; firt feeling it in thy fF 
in fome Proportion, and then by endeavonring to 
eafe thy felf and the other of the common Cala:ru- 
ty. Azainit this Rule they offend, who give Aims 
out cf Cuitom, orto upbraid the Poverty of ano- 
ther, or to make him mercenary and oblig’d, cr 
with any unhandiome feif-Defign. 

1655 Be refpectful and referv’d in the Prefence 
of thy Betters, giving to allaccording to their Qua-: 
lity, their Titles of Honour; keeping Diftances 
{peaking little, anfwering pertinently, not interpo- 
fing without Leave or Reafon; not anfwering to a- 
Queition that is propounded to another: And ever 
prefent to thy Superior the faireft fide of thy Dif 
courfe, of thy Temper, and of the Ceremony, as 
being afham’d to ferve excelient Perfons with any’ 
thing that is unbandfome. 

1656 Towards the curing of an angry, hot Tem- 
per, ue thy felf daily to confider thy own Infirmi-. 
tiesand Failings. ‘This will caufe thee to make the 
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Errors of thy Brother, or Servant, to be thy own 
cafe; and will put thee in mind, that thou daily need- 
eft God’s Pardon and thy Brother’s Lenity ; and fo 
thou wilt not be apt to rage at the Levities, Mifchan- 
ces, Infirmities and Indifcretions of another ; grea- 
ter than which, thou art very frequently, and perhaps 
more inexcufeably guilty of. ; 

1657 Hold off trom great Men, except only 
from fuch as may be of ufe to thee. A kind Look 
from my Lord will pay for abundance of Service, 
and perhaps thou muft allow Intereft into the bar- 
gain. And after all, if the great Man take a Fancy 
againft thee, thou art (tho’ guilty of nothing) un- 
done. A plain honeft Man,that is well enough of him- 
felf, will never thrive kindly under the Shadow of 
the great Trees; and if tiey happen to fall upon him, 
they'll entirely cruth him into nothing. 

1658 If thy Company fall into it, to talk profane- 
ly, dangeroufly, ob/cenely, envioufly, malicioufly, 
paflionately, or foolifhly, and the Current be not 
like to turn to betrer Converfation; then if it be in 
thy Power to doit handfomely, quit the Room, and 
leave them to themfelves; but if thou art bound to 


“tay, fic by unconcern’d, and make not one of the 


lewd Gang; thou wert better feem dull, fingular, 
precife, or any thing, than be a Mad-Man, and run 
a-muck for Company. : 

1659 Make more hafte to right thy Neighbour 
than thou didft to wrong him. ‘True Honour 
will rather pay treble Damages, than juftify our 
wronging of another. In fuch Controverfies, it’s 
but too common for fome to fay, Both are to blame; 
to excufe their own Unconcernednefs; which is a 
bafe Neutrality. Others will fay, They are both a- 
like, thereby involving the Injurd with the Guilty ; 
to mince the matter for the faulty one, or to cover 

their 


TS, ST 


C 183 ) 


their own Partialiry and Injuftice to the wronged 
Party. 

es In order to preferve Chaftity, fly from all 
Occafions, Temptations, Loofeneffes of Company, 
Balls and Revellings; undecent Mixtures of wan- 
ton Dancing; id'e Talk; privare Society with ftrange 
Women; Starings upon a beautcous Face; the 
Company of female Singers; amorous Geftures; 

ayifh and wanton Dreflings; Banquets and Wine. 
Some of thefe are ufually the Prologues to Luft, and 
the moft innocent of them can never do much 
ood. 

1661 When oncis talking to thee, fnatch not the 
Word out of his Mouth, faying, You would fay thus 5 
nor ftop him fhort with, I kvow your meaning with- 
out more gaping. ThisI have often cbferv’d in fome 
Company ; but’tis fo very rude and infolent a Treat~ 
ment, that it muft needs difguft all that hear it. And 
befides thar, when thou art fo hafty to carcha thing 
before thou apprchendeft it, thou art apt to run away 
from the Matter, and makethy {cif afilly, prefump- 
tuous Fellow. 

1662 Ichargethee, as thou wilt anfwer itto God 
and Man, that thou be none of thofe Gay Fauxes, 
who by the help of a dark Lanthorn, endeavour to. 
blow up all they can reach, by raking up little Sio~. 
ries, carrying them to great Perfons, and making 
fuch Reprefenrations as their Invention can furnifh 
out, and their Goodnefs afford. Bat in the mean 
time, it’s pity they don’t know that they are the De- 
vil’s Favourite Sons, who is call’d the Father of Lies, 
and the Accufer of the Brethren. 

1663 There is a Time for all Things: When 
thou findeft Reading, Writing, Study, ge. to be 
invita minerva, and tirefome to thee, lay it by. 
This obferve aifo in all other things. But ic may 

5 fall. 
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fall out fometimes, when thou art weary of one 
thing, thou mayft find Recreation in another. 
When thou art quite jaded out with hard think- 
ing, end ftudy, thou mayft refrefh thy felf with 
Poetry, or Hiftory, or elfe mayft relax thy Mind 
by fome todily Recreation. 

1664 Let the Courfe of thy Studies be as a Jour-. 
ney ought to be. Firft, propofe to thy felf whither 
it is thou would’ft go. Secondly, which is the 
neareft and beft way thither. And, thirdly, think 
of fetting about it with. unwearied Diligence. He 
that is difcouraged with Difficulties, miftakes his way, 
goes far about, or loiters, is not like to arrive very 
foon: And he that rambles about from one Town 
to another, without any determinate Defign, is a 
Vagabond, and no Traveller. 

1665 Neither Example, nor Precept can be an 
abfolute Guide of Life tothee. It muft bea Know- 
ledge, and Prattical Judgment of thy own, that 
mutt direct thee in the Bufinefs of the World, and 
in the Trials and Turnings of Fate. The other 
indeed may affift thee in Generals, but is alroge- 
ther uncapable to help thee in Particulars. It’s 
impofible any Man -fhould leave his Succeffor - 
Rules that are infallible, becaufe he knows not 
how Times may alter and Things may offer. 

1666 Benota Year in beginning a Difcourfe, u- 
fing certain long impertinent Excufes, or Ceremo- 
nies, faying, Pray pardon me, Sir, if Iknow not to 
deliver my felf well, and other the like troublefome, 
fottith Drawlings and filly Niceties; but enter rea~ 
dily into the Matter, as much as may be with hand- 

‘fome Affaurance: Then proceed without being trou- 
died, even tothe end, taking heed all along that thou 
beef{t not tedious, makeft not many Digreffions, 
ner 
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nor repeateft often times the fame Manner and 
Form of Speech. 4 

1667 Inthy Study of Men; to difcern their Spi- 
rits; to dive into their Hearts; to find out their way 
of thinking; to learn their Inclinations; and fearch out 
their greatet Weaknefles: Thou fhould’{t obferve 
their natural and fudden Motions, and Airs, that flip 
from them without their Notice. By thefe thou 
may ft often difcover the true Bent of the Soul; the 
Heart having no time to guard it fel‘, or put on a 
Difguife. 

1668 Secrefy and Refervednefs are of infinite ufe 
in Bufinefs; but many times thy Secrefy is to be con- 
ceal’d, and an Enquirer into the Marter is not rude- 
ly to be deny’d; for that breeds Jealoufy 5 but by 
prudent and courteous Difimulation to be fenced 
withal, and his Thrufts dextroufly avoided and put 
by, rather than forcibly return’d upon him. He 
that is good at this Art, becomes oftentimes Ma- 
fter of his Thoughts, that came to fift him. 

1659 Thou wert better ferve a Turkijb Gally Sla- 
very, than plunge thy {elf over Head and Ears in 
fach great Debis as thou haft no likely way to get out 
of. [tsa moit fad thing to be always ftraggling with 
WNecefry. What can be more miferable, than to 
licat the mercy of Mifers, and Men of Law? AG 
fare thy (cif, being ia Debt is the very worft of Po- 
verty, and will haunt and torture thee like an evil 
Conicieace Night and Day. 

1670 As foon as ever thou haft, upon Delibera- 
tion, cometo a fall Refolution, defer not, ifoppor- 
tunity ferves, but labour it prefeatly, and fo thou’le 
not fail doing of, it. No Man can imagine what he 
cando, that ts upon his Bufine’s with all his Heart, 
out of hand. Bat Precratination hath hindered 

-more BuliacG than all other Impediments put foge- 
; ner, 
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ther. Never fay, Iwill do this to Morrow, if thou: 
can’ft as well do it to Day. 

- 1671 Every fcrap of a wife Man’s Time is worth 
faving, and filling up. If thou haft but half an 
Hour of broken Time, find fomething for it. Read, 
Write, gc. Some Books, fuch as the Spectators, 
Turkifb Spy, Effays, Letters, and all thofe that are 
’ divided into Sections, without mutual Dependances 
may very aptly ferve this Purpofe. Ic might be con- 
venient to contrive before-hand, and lay up in Store 
fuch little Bufineffes, for this Ufe of filling up Va- 
cancy. 

- 1672 Todo thy Friend good, and not lofe him 
by exciting his Difpleafure; I hold this a fafe and 
plattible way, viz. In all Reprehenfions, to praife 
fome of his Virtues, which will gently bring him to 
know his Vices, and then Shame will not fuffer him 
to be angry with thee. But if it be thy hard Fate 
that thou muft lofe a Friend, thou can’ft not lofe him 
in a more honourable way, than in feeking by Love 
to fave him. 

1673°If thou beeft convine’d of a Miftake, or 
Error in Difcourfe, acknowledge it fairly and free- 
ly. This ingenious way of dealing will be extream- 
ly engaging to him thou yieldeft to, and will caufe 
thee to be accounted a Man of good Nature, and 
Sincerity, who oppofeft not for the fake of Contra- 
diction, but for the finding out and fettling of Truth. 
Some cunning Men have fet up this way of yield- 
ing, as a Trap to catch to themfelves Kindnefs and 
Friendhhip. : 

1674. Tewill be moft profitable to thee, to have 
{cen and practifed many Things, and to know many 
Accidents which are paft: Not for that they ferve 
certainly to difpofe well of the prefent, but for that 
in the different Succeffes, thy Underftanding will 

. be 
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tbe quickened, which doth produce and excite (in 
fubtile and piercing Spirits) certain Seeds of Wi 
dom, which Nature had concealed. And fo by the 
Multitude of Examples, in the End, Rules and 
Precepts follow, by means whereot the Under- 
ftanding is made capable to Judge. 

1675 If ever thou arrivett to forty years of Age, 
confider it is that to which very few arrive. And 
fince thou haft exceeded the ordinary Bounds, thou 
oughteit not to expect to go much further. And 
having efcaped the many Precipices of Death, where- 
into thou haft feen fo many other Men fall, thou 
fhould’ft acknowledge, that fo extraordinary a For- 
tune as that which has hitherto refcu’d thee from 
thefe eminent Perils, and kept thee alive beyond the. 
ordinary Term of living, is not likely to continue 
long. 

1676 Accuftom not thy felf to obftinate and 
frequent Arguings; it breaks friendly Society: For; 
tho’ amongft Men of Judgment, even Temper, and 
good Manners, Profit may be made by it; yet the 
inherent Pride that is in moft Men, much difdains to 
fufter their Opinions to be contradicted. And it 
happens to Argumentators, as it doth to Wreftlers ; 
tho’ they begin for Sport, yet he that receives the 
Fall, never will leave till he have a foul Fall, and then 
he ever after bears a fecret Malice. 

1677 Let Witferve thee rather for a Buckler to 
defend thy felf, by an handfome Reply, than a Sword 
to wound others, tho’ with never fo factious a Re- 
proach ; remembring that an acute Word cuts dee- 
per than a (harper Weapon, and the Wound it makes 
aslonger in curing. A Blow, that is nothing but a 
light Motion of the Hand, agitated by a fudden Pa 
fion, may be forgiven. But a di(raceful Speech, 
which is the Refult of alow and bafe Eftcem feitled 
in the Heart, can hardly be forgoxten, 
iit , 1678 Af. 
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1678 Affront not a Perfon of high Rank, ‘twill 
coft thee dear; for all the Submiffion in the World, 
and the moft real Services thou can’ft do him, will 
not be fufficient fometimes to dafh out of his 
Mind the Remembrance of the Injury he fuppo- 
feth thou haft done him. ‘There is no Man but looks 
upon Honour, or at leaft fome kind of Refpect, due 
to him, and accordingly muft have a great averfion 
toContempt. And it’s manifeft, that we are more 
troubled to fee our felves flighted, than we are rejoi~ 
ced when we receive Honour. 

- 1679 Since we are fallen into an Age full of Ar- 
tifice, wherein Words, which were invented to ex- 
prefs our Thoughts, feem now to be applied only to 
the concealing them with a good Grace; it muft be 
confefs’d, that Innocence it {elf has need of a Mask. 
And’tis no lefs imprudent, to lay open thy Heart to 
thofe that ate always upon their guard, than it were 
to march quite naked among Enemies that are arm~ 
ed, whom we could neither offend, nor defend our 
felves from. 

1680 Thou oughteft to be much afham’d, if a- 
mong all thofe that have lefs thanthou, there fhould 
be found Men that have more Contentment. ‘Thou 
fhould’ft confider with thy felf fometimes; fhould 
thofe poor Souls murmur, what is it thou would’ft 
fay to give them Content? And that very thing fay 
to thy felf. Make the Experiment firft upon thy 
own Mind, and if ircan do nothing there tocom- 
fort thee, who art in better Condition, "twill be un- 
teafonable to propofe it to them. 

1681 If thou haft had fo diabolical an Enemy, 
that he had without caufe endeavour'd to ruin thee, 
‘kilithee, nay, evendamn thec: yet if thou wert {a- 
tished he now repented truly, and defired thy Friend- 
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fhip unfcignedly, thou oughteft from the bottom of 
thy Heart freely to forgive all that is paft; be cor- 
dially reconcil'd, and alto do him all the good Of- 
fices thou cat; tho’ he never come to a particular 
Acknowledgment, formal Submiffion, and ver- 
bal Satisfaction; which perhaps Shame might keep 
him from. 

1682 Ifa Superior charge thee witha Fault where- 
of thou art not guilty, deny not the Fact vchement- 
ly, with Oaths, and Imprecations, and Anger: That 
towards fuch an one wil look with too much Stur- 
dinefs and Oppofition, and wil fire him againtt thee. 
But with a compofed, fteady Countenance, tell him, 
thou hopeft Time will clear thy Innocence. And 
thou beggeft he will not entertain fuch ill Thoughts, 
ull i’s manifeft thou art guilty. 

1683 If thou haft any Humaniry in thee, “twill 
caufe thee to do Acts of Charity; but if thou halt 
any Piety, that muft do it much more; for as the 
former fhews thee thine own Image in thy poor 
Brother; fo this fhews thee God’s. And how want 
cendent a Satisfaction muft it be to have thus ref- 
cud him, who bears fo divine an Imprefs, and to 
have paid fome part of Gratitude to thy Creator, for 
thy own Being, by making thy {clf in thy low Sphere, 
the Giver or Preferver of that Lifes which he frlt 
breathed into another. 

1684 Solomoz laid hold of Folly, as well as Wif- 
dom, that he might fee what was good for the Sons 
of Men. And we fhould ule our felves to other 
Peoples Follies, and not take Offence at every Im- 
pertinence that paffeth inour Company. There is 
as much Wifdom in bearing wich other Peoples De- 
fects, as in being fenfible of their gocd Qualities. 
And we fhould make the Follies of others rather a 

_ Warning and Inftruction to our felves, than a Sub- 
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ject of Mirth, or Mockery of thofe that commit 
them. 

1685 Get not into that vile Cuftom of Mock- 
ing. It is of all Injuries the leaft pardonable; ’tis 
the Language of Contempt, and the plaineft way 
by which it makes it felf underftood. It attacks a 
Man in his innermoft Entrenchments; the good 
Opinion he hath of himfelf. It aims at making him 
ridiculous in his own Eyes; and thus convincing 
him, thatthe Perfon who mocks him cannot have 
a worfe Difpofition towards him, renders him irre= 
concileable. 

1686 Let not thy Life be either wholly contem- 
plative, or wholly active: for as AGtion and Bufinefs, 
without Meditation, isapt to alienate the Mind trom 
God and Virtue, to corrupt all that is Great, and 
Gencrous, and truly Wife in it, and wed it wholly 
tothe World; fo Life fpent wholly in Contempla- 
tion, without any mixture of Action, will prove 
fruitlefs and unprofirable. And Men condemned 
to utter Solitude (like Trees and Shrubs of the Wil- 
dernef&) would grow wild and favage; luxuriant in 
Leaves ; buttheir Fruit, if they brought forth any, 
would be fowre and fmall. 

1687 If thou would’& prevail upon an Adverfa- 
ry in a Bufinefs, and thou thinkeft he prepares too 
ftrongly to be oppofed by thee, create fomething 
which may make him fome Work elfewhere, and 
draw part of his Care and Strength to it. Then ap- 
ply thy felf to away which may be leaft fufpected 
tohim, and where he may be moft weak for Re- 
fiftance. And this isto make him break thofe For- 
ces he intended to bring whole upon thee. 

1688 Chufing implicth approving: And if thou 
fixeft upon a Perfon for thy Friend, againit whom 
the World hath given Judgnsent, ’tis not {o well na- 
tur’d as to believe thou art altogether averfe to his 
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Ways, fince they do not difcourage thee from ad- 
mitting him into thy Kindnefs. And Refemblance 
of Inclinations being thought none of the leait In- 
ducements to Friendthip, thou wilt be looked up- 
on, atleaft asa Well-wifher, if not a Partner in his 
Faults. For if thou canft forgive them in another, 
thou wilt not be lefs gentle to thy {clf. 

1689 If thou takeit itunkindly to be denied what 
thou thinkeft would have been eafily granted to a 
Flatterer, thou art no betterthan he. Art thou yet 
ignorant, that the Things of this World are never 
bettowed for nothing; but on the contrary, are dear- 
ly fold? And that the Coin, that is moi currant a- 
monegft Men is Flattery ? Nov if thou haft not prot- 
fered it to any one, why do’it thou think it much 
that thou haft nothing given thee? But if thou haft 
made ufe of itas well as others, know this, that thou 
oughteft, by fincere Repentance to cleanfe thy {cif ” 
of the Fault thou haft committed. 

1690 If thou art a Perfon that haft good Autho-~ 
rity with the Company, ’twere good to look confi- 
dently, yet not fcornfully, and then mildly fay, this 
is my Opinion. And fo thou wilt fhew, as tho’ thou 
fpeakeft it, not by way of Rafhnefs, or Heat, but 
becaufe thou knoweft Reafons for it, which thou 
keepeft to thy felf ; thus wilt thou maintain Di- 
ftance, and difoblige not, and yet carry thy Point 
at laft. ‘For moft Men go by likely Appearances, 
and rather content themfelves with others Judg- 
ment, than be at the Pains to examine and fitt out 
the Marter. 

1691 Inreturning of Benefits, be ready and chear= 
ful, but not preffing. There is as much Greatnefs 
of Mind in the owning a good Turn, as in the do- 
ing of it. He that precipitates a Return, does as 
good as fay, I am weary of being in this Man’s 
Debt. Not but that the haftening of a Requital, as 
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agocd Office, is a commendable Difpofition: But 
tis another thing to do it as a Difcharge, for that 
looks like a cafting off a heavy and a troublefome: 
Burthen. *Tisa fort of faying, There, Take as good 
as yougaveme, Iwill not be beholden to you. 

1692 In Affronts and Difgraces, ftudy not Re- 
venge too much, neither meditate too much on the 
Adtront; for by this thou keepef thy Wounds green, 
which would otherwife heal. 2. Be not too witty 
in finding out any Circumftances of Contempt; 
for they kindle Revenge, and aggravate the Of+ 
fence, and make Reconciliation impracticable. 
3. Confider thar Revenge maketh thee but even’ 
with thy Adverfary, but pardoning makes thee his 
Beiter. 4. If he be a Friend that provokes thee, 
think as Fobdid ; ShallI receive Good at his Hands, 
and foali I not receive Evil? 

1693 Break not off with thy Friend for fmalf 
Errors, and light Injuries, which muft proceed from 
Frailties, and human Neceffity: For that would 
difcover the Bafenefs, and alfo Inconftancy of thy 
Mind: And that thy Friendfhip was never well - 

rounded. For hadit thou beena wife, anda good 
Man, thou wouldft either have been more flow in 
the Choice of thy Friend, or having once conira- 
ed Friendthip, would{t-not break it again for a lefs - 
Crime, than manifeft and wilful Perfidioufhefs and 
Treachery. 

1694 Speak not of thy Courage and Refotution 5 
for betides the Sufpicion, that great Braggers prove 
no fuch Doers, all fuch Boafting is put to Account: 
And there is reafon to expect thou fhouldit make 
good what thou haft figned to; which if thou doft, 
it is but what was look’d for from thee, being fo o- 
bliged by thine own Word. Nor canft thou ever 
think to purchafe Credit there, where thou hatt 
raifed the Market by thy own Bidding, Bur if thou. 
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doft not, the Cenfure will be more fevere, and 
thoule be condemned as a vain Apoitare from thy 
own Profeilion, or a poor-fpirited Pretender to 
what thou canit nor, or darcit not perforin. 

1695 It at any time thou fhouldit be advanced 
to Place, or Authority, think on thofe Predeceffors 
that did ill in that Place, for a Direction to thee 
what to avoid thy (elf. 2. Embrace Helos and 
Advices touching the Practice of thy Bufinels. 3. 
Give Accefs freely, and be liberal of thy Prefence: 
For keeping off, and Concealment, ftir up Patfion 
in Suitors. 4. Be not fwayed and led by Eafincis, 
Importunity, or light Refpects. 5. In Converf- 
tion and private Ditpatches, be not too fenuble of 
what thou art, of thy Place or Dignity. 

1695 Thofe Countels, which prove unfucccfsful 
(tho’ they be never fo prudent and faithtui) prove 
ever dangerous to the Counfellors themfcives. 1 here- 
fore it’s Policy never to counfel peremptoriy, with 
Vehemence and Importunity, but with Coolnefs 
and Moderation: and yet however to propound 
thy foundeft Reafons and Arguments, that thote 
which embrace it, may {ecm rather to come over 
to it, than be driven, or forcibly drawn. And fo 
when their Affent meets, they itand equally engag- 
ed themfelves to fhare in the Succes. 

1697 In managing of Affairs in gencral, make 
ufe of Canfultation of what isto be done. 2. Con- 
fider all Circumftances, as of Place, Time, Per- 
fons, Humours, Dependencies, Occurrents, Ge. 
3. Propofe all Reafons, Sufpicions, Conjectures. 
4. Forecaft Impediments and Confequences. 5. 
Then look to the Conduc& of your Bufinefs, how to 
difpofe all, and allow fome Uncertainties to unfeen 
Events. ‘There is an Inftant of Succeeding, which 
Providence reveals, when and to whom it pleafes. 
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Laftly, Enquire for prudent Means to compafs it, 
and follow it earneftly. 

1698 There is a fecret Authority and Power, which’ 
hath great Influence over Mens Spirits. And it is 
fome individual thing within the Party, fome na- 
tural Grace, befides the Affluence of outward 
Things, which begets Reputation, and fets a Price 
upon him, in the Opinion of the World, and cau- 
fes what he fays and dices to be received. This makes 
Men incline to fuch a Man’s Opinion before-hand. 
This Thing is of Nature: If thou ftriveft to imi- 
tate it, twill be in vain, and being unnatural to 
thee, will never become, nor advantage thee. 

1699 Tho’ thouart not to be conceited and fcorn= 
ful, yet thou mayft, generally fpeaking, look upor 
thy felf as upon the Level with thy Company; as to 
Apprehenfion and Judgment. I with thee therefore 
to value thy felf, and then others will do fo too. 
Many times thou judgeft of others by their firft great 
fwelling Appearance , and fo quafheft thy felt, and 
fneakeft, and permitteft them to fcorn, and infult 
thee all the time after: whereas, if thou hadft but 
the Manlinefs to ftand up for thy felf, and to get in- 
to them, thou mighteft find them litle better than 
outfide Men, and not thy Equals. 

1700 Never hold on a Difcourfe againft the 
Grain. If thou art not in a right Humour for 
that Difcourfe, or haft a little overfhot thy felf, 
and canft not go on finoothly, and with Pleafure, 
but haft fomething of an hard Task of it to hold 
up, then invent and cunningly find out fome Arti- 
fice toturn upon fome other thing, and caft about 
fo as to get off from an ill Match: For the longer 
thou fluttercft about, when thou art entangled, 
the more thou wrappeft the Net about thee. Some 
ee Friend here at Need might be a great Help 

ee. 
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1701 When thou fceft a Man very zealous, and 
hor in holding his Opinion, or juftifying his Afler- 
tion, do not thou rife up pofitively againit him, but 

ield to him, as much as handiomely thou canft. 

t’s abundantly better to let him alone in his Miftake 
(provided it be not very prejudicial) than break the 
Peace of the Company tor Words. Here perhaps 
fome ludicrous Proverb, Jeft, or even Pun, cle- 
verly clapp’d in, may perhaps give a merry Surprize, 
and raife Laughter, and quice turn the Ilumour. 

1762 Igive thee Caution, and enforce it by all 
‘my paternal Authority, that thou never fuffer thy 
feif to fall uvon great, coitiy and hazardous Pro- 
jects, with hopes of doing innnire Good to the Pub- 
lick, and getting a great Eftate ro thy fei How 
many lamentable Initances have we feen of well- 
‘meaning, and moft ingenious Perfons, but of hor 
Heads, and covetous Tempers, that have, againft all 
Advice, pufh’d on, and fplit upon this Rock, and 
Shipwrack’d all their Fortunes, and at the upfhor 

een defpited, and abufed by rich Blockheads for 
their Pains and Damage. 

1703 Infule not over Mifery, neither deride In- 
firmity, nor detpife Deformity. The firit thews 
thy Inhumanity ; the fecond thy Infenfibility ; and 
the thirdthy filly Pride. He that made him mife- 
rable, made thee happy toheiphim. He that made 
him weak, made thee {trong to fupport him. He 
that made him deformed, made thee comely to be 
thanxtul. He that is not touched by his Brother’s 
Unhappinefs, isa favage Wretch. But he that makes 

ifery the Object of his Triumph, is an incarnate 
Devil. 

1704 If thou canft not avoid being Arbitrator in 
Controverfies, “twill be better to exazgerate the 
Mitchicfs of Dilagreement, than the Benerits -of 
Concord: For Fear is ftronger than Love. But 
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it’s a veryhard thing to reconcile Men at firft, while 
their Patfions are high, and their Animofities great. 
Be not thou therefore hafty to interpofe yet a while. 
After they are reafonably wearied with Law, or other 
Inconveniencies, twill perhaps not be difficult to 
find outa medium, which may fave both their Ho- 
nours, which is the thing that both commonly de- 
fire. ; 
1705 In Contentions (if it be poffible) be thou 
always paflive, never active; upon the defenfive, 
not the affaulting part. And then alfo give a gen- 
tle Anfwer, receiving the Furies and Indifcretions 
of others, like a Stone thrown into a Down Bed, 
and thou fhalt find them reft quietly: Whereas An- 
ger, and Violence make the Contention loud and 
long, and injurious to both Parties. But then thou 
mult be fure to carry it fo, as not to feem to act 
cowardly and fearfully, but benignly and patiently, 
elfe it may be, he will grow infolent, and abufe thee 
the more. 

1706 Make not thy own Perfon, Family, Rela- 
tians or Affairs, the frequent Subject of thy Tattle. 
And fet not up thy all-wife felf as a perfect Pattern 
for others tothink and act by. Say nor, In truth, I 
cannot allow of fuchathing. My Manner and Cu- 
ftom is to do thus. I neither eat, nor drink in a 
Morning. Iam aptto be troubled with Corns. My 
Child faid fuch a witty thing laft Night. Now thefe 
look very foolifh upon Paper: But it's common 
Chat, and proves that the Heads it comes from are 
full of infinite {mall Matters. They are much in 
love with themfelves, and diftegard others. 

1707 When thou denieft, do it as pleafantly as 
poiible: Let the Petitioner underftand thou hafta 
good ifteem for him, and wouldeft gladiy gratify 
him 5 but as to this Matter, ic will nor anfwer his 
Purpofe. Thou canft nor do it, without very great 
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Difficulty and Damage; he hath unluckily come too 
late. Bur if thou canft by any merry Eypreffion, 
little Story, Fable, Proverb, or Jett aptly thrown 
in, make him laugh; thou mayit deny any thing; 
for thy whole Bufinei is to fend him away ina good 
Humour. 

1708 Stight not your old Says and Proverbs. Ma- 
ny of them couch in few Words, good Senf, and 
Advice, and deferve to be throughly thousht on, and 
ftudied, till thou hait them practically and habiru- 
ally. Yer I would not have thee rap them out like 
Sancho Panca in Difcourte, except when thou canit 
not exorefs thy Sentiment fo pertinendy and patly 
without them; or when they occafion Mirth and 
good Humour: And upon thefe Accounts, but 
rarely neither; for conftant popping off of Pro- 
verbs will make thee a by-word thy felf. 

1709 Confider throughly what thofe particular 
thingsare, that commonly bring to thee any Inccn- 
venience, Uneafinefs, or Trouble of Spirit. Think 
whether it be Sloth and Negligence, carking Care, 
unreafonable Hopes and Fears, Rafhnefs, Want of 
Method in thy Affairs, ill Cuftoms, bad Compan- 
ny, ce. And then ferioufly ftudy which way to 
deal vith any of thefe. Affure thy felf, thou cantt 
do agrat deal more than thou thinkeft, if thou but 
trie the right way in good carneft. 

tz1o Give no Man juft Caufe of Offence, nor 
refent too fenfibly Injuries toward thy {elf. Eur if 
after aiithy Care to avoid Quarrels, thou happene!t 
upon fuch Drutes, as cither totry thy Mettle, cr out 
of a beftial Love of InjurioufnefS fhall attack thee, 
the beit way will be to refent it briskly ; and if thou 
dott not actually chaftile the Infolency, at leaft threa- 
ten warmly. But if thou thinkeft this way of pro- 
ceeding may be imprudent; then labour to ge the 
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Company to thy fide, and engage them to compofe, 
6r take up the Quarrel. 

1711 If thou refolveft to be truly happy, thou 
amuft know, that a happy Life doth not confit in 
Power and Sovereignty, nor in great Fame and 
Glory, nor ina full Exchequer, nor in ample Po 
feffions; but in Frezdom from Pain and Bytnet; 
in a Calm of all Affections, and fuch a Difpofition 
of Mind, which circumfcribing all the Defires by 
the Gmple Boundaries of Nature, will make thee 
content witha fewthings, eafily procured, and fo 
make thee Mafter of that, which the Ambitious 
may defpair to attain, unlefs they could bear 
Rule over all others, and heap up Treafures unex- 
hautftible. 

1712 Thou oughteft to be very moderate and 
cautious in thy Commendations of Perfons: for as 
_ itisnatural for any to refent his being difparaged ; fo 
onthe contrary, exceffive Commendations (befides 
the Hazard it brings of the Judgment, or Sincerity 
of him that commends) many times give Offence 
to the Hearer. That Portion of Self-love, which 
every one has, makes him immediately apply to him- 
felf, and compare the Commendations, and Dif- 
commendations he heareth given to others, and 
confequently he imagines himfelf concerned there- 
in, tho’ they are not purpofely and particularly di- 
rected to him. 

1713 Keep not thy Children off at too great a 
Diftance, for then thou canft never come to know 
them; nor caufe them to live in perpetual Fear, for 
then thou canft not judge of either their Parts or 
Inclinations. Moreover, by fo doing thou'lt dull 
their Wits, and reprefs their natural Vigour, in fuch 
fort, that there will be no Mettle left in them. And 
by fearing always in their Doings, they will never. 
but fail inthem : and coming afterwards into Com- 
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pany, they will be fheepith, and will know neither 
which way to look, nor whatto do. And this Un- 
eafineG, will make thei hate thee, and with thee 
dead. 5 
1714 By no means come into the way of the 
Men of the World, that think themfelves cunning, 
and are eternally counterfeiting and diflembling ; 
for the Advantage thou wilt get by it will be, never 
‘to be believed when thou ferioufly {peak ft Truth. 
_Ivs true, this may once or twice pafs upon Men; 
but to profefs concealing of thy Thoughis, will be , 
to give warning to ail who have any thing to do 
with thee, that whatfoever thou faye, is all but 
Lying and Deceit. And by how much thou art 
more fubule and cunning, by fo much thou art fu- 
{pected and hated. And then when it is come to 
‘that pafs, that the Opinion of thy Integrity is ru- 
in’d, loft and gone, thou wit every where have a 
hard Game to play. : 
“1715 When any one Affronts, or otherwife In- 
jures thee, confider that by Kindnef to bim, thou 
--fhaic either reform him or rot;- if thou doit, the 
Ground of thy Diflike is gone, and chou kaft made 
him more commodious tor thy purpcfe: If thou 
art difappointed, thou flialt have the Satis&ion of 
’ doing Chad againft Evil; which as ’tisa moft di- 
_ Vine Quality, fo to maintain it, the Plevfure is pro- 
oe raifed. There is a fecret Triumph and 
ixuitation of Spirit upon fuch an Occafion. There 
_ is no one that acts in this manner, who does not 
inwardly applaud himfelf for it; which is as much 
as to fay, God bids me goon. 

1716 Lay afide all Affectation and Imitation: 
No two Things are nore ridiculous, naufecus and 
fulfome. [very Man’s Mode is natural to him, 
beft becomes him, and re-ders him more accep- 
table to others, than a thing elfe. ee 
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cand Imitation do difcover, that the Mind is em- 
, And the Perfon conceited, hath not within 
himfelf any Knowledge and Difcretion ¢o direé& 
-and govern himielf. lt’s obferved, That fuch Men 
-are generally Importunate, Self-affuring , .and' Im~- 
pofing upon others; than which Qualities nothing 

wan make a Man more defpifed and difdained. ~ 
1717 Never fuffer thy {elf to be concerned for 
“awhat is fpoken againft thee. If what isfaid of thee 
“be true, .it’s more thy Bufinefs to correct thy felf 
‘than other Mens to «contain themfelves. If it be 
' falfe, fo foon-as thou fheweft a Concern for it, 
‘thou makeft it fufpected for Truth. The Con- 
“frempt of fuch Difcourfes difcredits them, and takes 
‘away the Pleafure from thofe that made them. ‘If 
‘thou art more fenfible of them than thou oughteft 
“to be; it is in the Power of the moft miferable 
‘Enemy, the moft pitiful, envious Kellow, to di- 
fturb the Repofe of thy Life. And all thar thou 
" canft do-will not be fufficient to defend thee from 

‘thy own ‘Vexation. 

- 1718 Withhold thy felf from Revenge with all 
‘thy Power. Revenge never repairs an Injury. If 
thou haft been reproached, or defamed, “tis not 
the wounding of thy Enemies Body that will heal 
thy Fame. Thou mayft by that means help to 
fpread the Libel, by inviting many to enquire the 
Cau of your Quarrel: But that is no Medium to 
prove him a Slanderer; the World being too well 
acquainted with the Nature of Revenge, to ima- 
‘gine it an Argument of his Innocency that aéts 
it. So far it is from being fuch, thac it gives a 
- moft violent Prefumption of Guilt; according to 
that notable Obfervation cf the Hiftorian. Coz- 
‘ vitia foetta Exolefcunt: fi Irafiare, agnita viden- 
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‘2919 In cafe of Provocation to Anger by Words, 
‘contider this, in that there is nothing that fo much 
ratifies an iil Tongue, as when it finds an anory 
eart: Nor doth any thing fo much difappoint 
and vex it, as Calmnefs, and Unconcernednefs. 
cIt is the moft exquifite and innocent Revenge in 
the ‘World, to return gentle Words, or none at 
all, to ill Language. But on the other fide, An- 
ger and Perturbation, do not only produce what 
the Adverfary defires; but alfo puts a Difcompo- 
‘ fednefs and Impatience upon thee; fo that thou 
becomeft unable, cither to keep Silence, or to 
{peak with that Reafon and Advantage thou fhould- 
eft, or at another time couldeft. 
"1720 When thou applieft thy {elf to a Perfon 
“of Quality, do it as it were with an Air of Re- 
gard, rather than of Softnef, Icft thy good In- 
tentions be expounded Flattery. Therefore in 
Difcourfe, to acquit thy felf of this, it would be 
good to interpofe thy Diftinétions and Reafons to 
his: And when thou alloweft it, do it with enlare- 
ing upon thofe Reafons which are his Ground. Bat 
‘this is to be done with nice Diferction and Cau- 
tion: For fome who think themfclves much above 
thee, will not greatly care to allow thy being equal 
to them in Reafon, and will diflike and fcorn to 
have thee jump juft in with them; for they ima- 
gine they thereby lofe fomething of their Superi- 
ority. 

1721 To make a Man tell fome private Gric~ 
vance, pretend the like Uneafinefs, and feem fick 
of the fame Difeafe. For thofe thar are like, will 
communicate moft freely one to another 2. Ano- 
ther way is to queftion them in Times of Alzcri- 
ty and Joy; for the Spirits then come forth more 
from RetirednefS and Privacy, and are not fo re- 

; K 2 tentive 
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‘tentive and difficult. Perhaps a very fine chearful 
‘Day may be fomething in this-Cafe. 3. Obferve 
them in any. Fit of Sorrow; for tho’ Grief be a 
Contraction of the Parts within, yet it holds with 
‘the Nature of Strainings and Squeezings ; there is 
‘ fomething ftill wrung and got outat fuch Times. 
' 1722 When thou art upon a Bargain, fee that 
thou, drive and fertle it fo pofitively and certain- 
‘ly, that there can be no room left for any Difpute 
cafterwards. Hearken not to a Workman, that 
faith, he'll leave it to thy felf to give him what thou 
_ wilt at laft; when the thing is done, if it be worth 
_no more, he'll have no more. Affure thy felf, if 
~ ‘a crafty Workman catch thee upon this Lock, he 
may be too hard for thee: For it is in his Power to 
_.ask extravagantly ; and if thou refuleft to pay him 
.according to his unreafonable Demands, he may 
-clamour thee for a foul Dealer, and a pinching 
Pay-Mafter. he 
_ 1723, When thou art with Perfons thou art not 
acquainted with, be upon thy Guard, and endca- 
vour to find them out, before they find out thee. 
Perhaps if thou couldeft fall into fuch a merry Hu- 
amour as might look with a carelefs Air, and at the 
fame time retain Prudence, thou mighteft bring 
them into fuch a Freedom, ‘as would lay them o- 
pen to thee. But there are many Arts which cun- 
ning Men make ufe of, to unlock People withal, 
and difcover their moft inward Difpofitions, and 
Inciinations, and Defigns:: Some of which run in- 
to ill Craft, and are very bafe, and odious: But 
‘others proceed from Sagacity and Difcretion, and 
may be very well worth thy Study. 
1724 If any come pumping of thee with craf 
. ty Queftions, to get out what thou oughteft to 
goaceal, receive him civilly; but be not at the 
2) Expence 
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Expence of a Lie to fend him going. If he per- 
fift and grows rudely importunate, then (if he be 
not very much thy Betters) rake upon thy felf, and. 
ufe him accordingly. Vell him, his Queftion is un- 
fair and infidious, and Silence is its proper An{wer. 
Who fet you at work to come picking of me thus? 
What do you take me to be, and what pretend 
you to be? If the thing be a Secret, I thall kcep 
it fo: Til not fuffer you to be my Pickiock. IL 
don’t like your manncr of Treating, and fo Tl. 
talk with you no further abour it. 

. 1725 Obferve this: ‘There is one great Danger 
to Houfe-keepers, that upon their firit fetting up, 
they are either already in Debt, or by providing 
Neceflaries, they contract a Debt, which in the 
beginning is fmall, but too cafy to be increafed, for 
want of Experience and Caution; fo as at lait they 
come to be enrolled in the Ufnrer’s Books. This 
maxcth great Growth unawares; and at leneth, like: 
a Canker, fo eats into the Eftate, as cre long the 
very Heart of it is.in danger. I mutt advife thee 
to remedy this growing Debt in time; tho’ it be 
by aFall of Timber, cr even Sale of Land. It’s 
better to be Mafter of a wafted Countrey, than. 
of none at all. 

_ 1726. If thou wouldeft enjoy the Sweets of So- 
ciety, thou muft be friendly, and carry on Equa- 
Hty. Burt if thou pretendeft to top the Company, 

nd affume Superiority, by engrothng-all the Dif- 
courle, forcing on them thy own Opinions, look- 
ing fupercilious, and ‘doubting, objecting, contra- 
dicting, and difliking ail that others fay: Then thou. 
makelt thy felf a Party againit the reft, and muft. 
look for Ufage accordingly. But if thou lookeft 
angry, fall into Paffion, Roar, Swear, Huff, Scorn, - 
give. il Words, and offereft Wagers; all Men of, 

K 3 Educas- 
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Education and civil Manners, will as willingly keep 
Company with a Bear, as fuch a Beaft as thou 

art. : 
1727 Some, even in common Converfation, 
are went to defame their Neighbours, open-faced, 
without any Ceremony, Defign, or Remorfe. 
From fuch turn away as much as thou canft: But 
be fure, be none of them, nor partake with them 
in their Calumniations. Confider what thou fay’ft 
of others, others fay of thee. Before thou calum- 
niateft, think, Am not I] the fame, or as bad? 
Would I be treated thus? Ever take heed of do- 
ing that which may do Hurt, but can never do 
Good. *Tis Madnefs to make Enemics without 
~Caufe: And it is better to fupprefs, than vent and 
fatisfy a trifling Piece of Wit, or a foolith Paffi- 
on. The great Rule is; Nothing but Truth be- 
i the Face: And nothing but Good behind the 

ack. : 
1728 Receive not willingly fuch Benefits as thou 
canft not requite; for then thou wilt owe more 
than thou canft pay. And tho’ thy Benefa@tor do 
not exact Payment of thee in one grofs Sum, yet 
thou muft be ever and endlefly paying in fuch 
fmailer ones, as leffen not the Principal at all; 
then thou'lt be apt to look upon him as an ever- 
lafting Creditor, and by degrees fall to be uneafy 
at the thought of him, and perhaps infenfibly turn 
his Enemy, efpecially if he thould mark thy cold- 
nefs,,and rub thy fore place with an Item of his 
paffed KindnefS. “Thus wilt thou live always in 
little Eafe, lofe thy Friend, and get off with ‘the 
Credit of being an ungrateful Wretch. 

I 23 If thou art in Company, “and either ‘the 
Perfons, or the Subject of Difcourfé’bé not plea- 
fing tothee; orif Paffions feem te rife; or-if thou 
+42 thinkeft 
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thinket thy feif nor acceptable to them; or if thy’ 
own f2if be out of humour; or if thou hait fpo-- 
ken any thing unadvitecly, which ray make thee 
fome Unesfich, and pat thee to Shame, and ren- 
der the unt to give or receive the Pleafure of 

Converfation: Tt will be prudent for thee (if rhou | 
canit contvive an handiome way of doing i) to 

etaway. Thy Stay wil not be thy Advantaze. 

Thou wilt haruly recover a plesfant, sociable Hu- 
mour. Jf thou tittett bys and (feakef little, and 
fheweft Shame, or Vevtinn, thy Reputiion will 

get no good; they wal count thee a Spy, ora 

Blockhead. 

1739 When thou pererivelt Paton actually ti- 
fing, lay hold upon thy feif, and britiethy Tonguc; 
for that (ike Beuows) wil blow it up. Say thes 
to thy fel, T thal think quire otherwie whea T 

row ccol again. Tam now going to bea Nied- . 

Jan, anda Vocl. Iam going to fpeak, or do 
fomething thit | may be fcorned and heated for, 
and which perhaps I may repent of all Days of 
my Lite. 1] am now in a Fit, if Lean bur get 
ever it, I fhail then be unexpreffiviy giad that L 
have rebu| corquered my felf If Socrates. were 
jn my ftead, What weuld he do now? As for my 
felf, Tam refelved, and I will keep my Refolu- 
tion, that I will neither fay, nor do any: thing 
yet. 

1731 If thou wouldef% keep a Matter private, 
acquaint no body with it. ‘Thofe Things which 
are known oaly to our felves, cannot bz common. 
Thole which are imparted to another, cannot be 
fecret: For no Man but hath fome Friend, whofe: 
Fidelity he heldeth fo affared, that he may-fi‘cly 
truft him wil his nearcit, touching Secret: And 
he will prefently, with equal Confidence, cifclofe 
: kK 4 it 


[ 206 J 


it to another, till at length it be generally known. 
And pray how canft thou exact that Faith and 
Traft in another, which thou haft violated thy 
felf? And what Indifcretion is it, by opening to 
another, to enter into a voluntary Servitude, and 
to live in perpetual awe, left he fhould at any time, 
either forget himfelf, or be difcontented. 

1732 Inftead of faying Rutftically, I don’t be- 
lieve you: What if you fhould come inthus? To 
a Superior, Pray pardon (excufe or favour) me 
Sir, if Tam fomething differing from your Opi- 
mion. . Sir, I pay all Refpects to your Judgment; 
yet in this thing I cannot help thinking otherwife. 
To an Equ:l, Give me leave to tell you, why I 
am of another Opinion (Belief); I cannot perfect- 
ly agree wiih you there. As I apprehend the Mat- 
ter, it can fearce be fo. Perhaps you have not 
been rightly informed. To an Inferior: This is 
my Opinicn. I believe the Cafe is thus.. I am 
well affured you are miftaken. You run too faft. 
You fheet by the Mark. : 

1733 Efteem Truth above all Things, and make 
lisle Account of common Opinion: And there- 
fore never be difquieted at Mens not {peaking ad- 
vantegioufly of thee, efpecially if they be ill Li- 


_vers, and fuch as indifferently revile all forts of 


Perfons. If they fpeak the Truth, thou haft no 
reafon to complain: If they do not, they fuffer 
more by it than thou. Do not therefore imitate 
them: But if thou art fometimes forced to fpeak 
of them, do it in civil Terms. When they {peak 
Til of thee, thou mayft eafily flight their Difcour- 
fes, and not fo much as reHec&t on them, except 
fiightly, where thou haft perhaps an oceafion in 
Vindication of thy felf: Yet affure thy felf, how 
much foever thou endeavoureft to quiet and con- 
tent 
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tent fuch fort of People, thou wilt never be able-. 
to compafs it. 

734 Be not over forward to make Satisfacti- - 
on; it is accufing thy felf while there appears no - 
body againft tice. It will be then timely. enough 
ta anfver, and to alledge thy Reafons, when they 
are queftioned.. _Ifthou conceiveft the Complaint: 
which is to be made againft thec, is of fome Im- 
portance, Prudence requires thou fhouldeft’ pre- 
vent the ill. Confequences, .and that thou fhouldeft’ 
fatisfy (if pofible) the Perfon, who thinks him-- 
felf difobliged, by the moft plaufible Excufes thou . 
canft. But if thou art affured, that there is no: 
real Caufe of complaining of thee, do not fo much. 
as think of jultirying thy {elf, for that were to give - 
preater Weight and Force to the Complaint which : 
they would frame azainft thee. 

1735 In Converfation, endeavour to be always 
prefent in Mind. ‘To this End, keep down Pafti- 
on of ail Sorts, to the utmoft of thy Power. Do 
not too cageriy covet Reputation, and the Com- 
pany’s Efteem of thee; and by that means thou wilt 
get the more cf it. The being over-much afraid . 
of commixing en Indecency, very often throws 
one headlong into it. If thou fittett imagining what - 
Idea they have of thee, and fo trieft to form thy 
fulf- according to that, thou wilt be quite out of thy. 
felf. No, no, let not them fhape thee, but be 
ever truc and conftant to thy felf,; and ftand up 
bold in thy own Nature and Notions; whether 
they have favourable "Thoughts of thee, or not, 
keep thy own proper Self, and be not a Came- 
feone - 

21736 A good Book of Contentment may he- 
whhour thee, 23 well as any thing elfe. Thou mayit 
think thou halt good Reafons for being quiet, which 
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will comfort thee upon all Occafions. But where: 
are they? In thy Book; which is no more thines. 
than thy Moneys that bought ir. unlefs thy Book 
be in thy Heart. Thou mutt labour to write thofe- 
‘Truths on thy Soul, and turn them into the Rea- 
fon of thy Mind. Things of Faith thou muft.make- 
as if they were Things of Reafon; and Things of 
Reafon thou muft make as fenfible as if they beat - 
upon thy Eyes and Ears. Thou muft:colour and 
die thy Soul with thefe Notions, or elfe they will: 
do thee but little good. If this Book lie by thees. 
and not in thee, it will be no better than: wafte - 
‘Paper: For it is one thing to have Bread and Wine 
in a Cupboard, and another thing to have it in. 
thy Body. ; 

1737 A Chriftiam peaceable: Temper: muft not: 
exclude that Prudence;, which is neceffary for. Self. 
Prefervation. Thou art therefore not to act alike: 
towards good and ill Men: For fometimes thou- 
wilt find, that Humility and Meeknefs do, as it 
were, incite Injuries; for it’s an Encouragement to~ 
bafe and infolent: Minds to- outrage Men, when. 
they have Hopes of doing it without a. Return. 
If it be- a Man’s known Principle to depart from . 
his Right in-a {mall Matter, rather than break Chri- . 
ftian Peace; ill. Men will be tempted to make ille-. 
gal and unjuft Encroachments upon him. If thou. 
refolveft to walk by the Rule of forbearing all: 
Attempts for defending thy felf, which look like - 
Revenge, . thou wilt probably have Opportunities 
ever now and then: given thee to exercife. thy for-. 
giving Temper. 

1738 In reading of Books, obferve this Directi- 
on: Confider the Scope and Defign of the whole, 
and judge of the particular Pzflages with reference : 
to that; and if there be any fingle Paflage, which 

ere thou. 
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thou arprehendeft not the meaning of, or which = 
at the firft reading {cems to have another Meaning 

than is agreeable to the Author's Defign; build . 
nothing upon fuch a Patfage, but waita while to 

fee it the Author will not explain himielf: And if 

he does not, and thou canft nor at baft diicern how 

that Paffage can, without fome ftraining of Words, 

be reconciled with others; then conclude how- 

ever, and take for granted, that the Author, if he 

appears a Man of Judgment, is confittene with 

himfelf, and confequently, that in that Paffage 

(however the Words may found) he did not mean 

to thwart and contradict ail the reft of his Book. 

1739 Study how to make it cafy for thee to 
fpeak upon all Occafions and Subjects. Confider 
what Expreffions would be fit to ufe when thou 
wouldeft excufe a Fault, bee a Favour, deny a 
Requeft, give Thanks, Reprove, Ge. Good Forms: 
of Words, and variety of Sayings, will be of great 
Service, and may make thee fplendid, by letting 
thee in handfomely to what thou haft to fay. Bur 
in ufing thefe, great Care is to be taken, not to 
fall into Pedantry, for that would render thee the 
moft naufeous and ridiculous Wretch in the World. 
Avoid therefore frequent Refetitions of the fame 
Set of Phrafes; all hard and unufual Words, fara - 
fetch’d Conceits, and ail Sorts of Afectednef in 
Look, Gefture, or Form of Voice. If thou dre& 
fet up in fome-hing that is unnatural, or unfafhi- 
onable, Rifum teneatis Amici! tacwit be the 
Laugh of the Company. ; 

1 ie If a great Man ask thy Advice in BuGneg 
of Confequence, it may appear RafhneS, if no 
Folly, to anfwer fuddenly ; it not being impoffi+. 
ble, but that the DeGign of his Queftion may be 
as.well to try thy Suficiency, as to ftrengthen his 

own . 
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own Opinion and Refolution. However, fo much 
Time as may be borrowed fafely from the Emer- 
gency of the Occafion, is likelier to increafe than. 
abate the Weight of a Refult; and in this Interim 
thou mayft 2ain Leifure to difcover what Refolu- 
tion fuits beft the Mind of the Party, who is com-- 
monly gratified moft by fuch as comply neareft 
with their own Judgment. Nor will it favour of 
fo much Refpect to his Perfon, or Care of his. 
Concerns, to determine extempore, as upon Pre- 
meditation. 

1741 Supprefs thy vicious Defires in their firft 
Approach; for then they are leaft, and thy Facul- 
ties and Eletion are ftronger; but if they in their 
Weaknefs prevail upon. thy Strength, there will be: 
no refitting of them, when they are increafed, and. 
thy Abilities leflened. Thou fhalt hardly obtain of. 
them to end, if thou fuser them to begin. There~ 
fore drive them off with fome laudable Employment, 
and take off their Edge by Inadvertency, or not 
attending to them. For fince the Faculties of a, 
Man cannot at the fame time,. with any Sharpnefs. 
attend to two Objects; if thou employeit either. 
thy Spirit upon a Book, or thy Body upon fome 
Labour, thou. wilt have no-room left for the pre-. 
fent Trouble of a fenfual Temptation. 

1742 Make not Memory thy only Store-keeper, 
but commit all Things that thou.would{t remem-. 
ber to Writing. I approve not fo much of loof& 
Payers, which may eafily be ccnfuicd, or loft, as 
of bound Books. . Let thefe be always carried a- 
bout with thee, and frequenily read over; fo thale 
thou have their Contents in thy Heed as well asin 
thy Pocket, and fhalt forget and lofe novhing that 
is worth keeping. Each of thefe Books ought to 
be diftinct, and of differing Subjects. 

1743 One 
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1743 One may be of References, which will 

_ ftand as an Index to all thy Readings, and readily 

fhew thee without Trouble, or Time, what thou 

haft a mind to turn back to for further Conlidera~ 
tion. 

1744 Another, of Sontences and wife Sayings 
and Advice; thofe in Profe by themfelves, and. 
the Verfe by themfelves. If thou lookeft over the 
Quotations to be found in Authors, thou wilt there. 
meet with abundance of fine Things ready pick- 
ed up to thy Hand, and fo thou mayit have them 
cheap. 

1745 Another, of pleafant little Stories, Adages, 
Proverbs, Jefts, witty Repartecs, acute Expreffi- 
ons, and ali fuch Things as will be ufeful to ren- 
der thy Converfation facetious, and entertaining, 
But fometimes fuck Stories may be put down ve- 
ry fhort; tor a Hint of that Point where the maia 
Strefs lieth, may be fullicient to: call the whole to 
Mind. 

1746 Another, of Memorandums; Heads for 
Enquiry, Doubts, Opinions, Judgments, Problem:, 
Queflions, and their Anfwers and Solutions 5 in 
turning over of which, fome thou may{t work our 
thy felt at leifure, and fome referve for the Sub- 
ject of Difcourfe in proper Company. 

1747 Another, of thy own Obfervations and 
Judgments which thou makeit of Men and ‘Things: 
For a thinking Man is always ftriking out fome- 
thing new. Whenever therefore thou haft fully 
and diftinctly beaten out a Notion, and art Ma- 
fter of it, let it not Ay away, like Cylil’s Leaves, 
but write it down as plainly and amply in all its 
Particulars as thou canft; for in Explicaiions Bre- 
yity is.a Faulr. 


2748 As 
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| 1748 As thou loveft thy Life, and Self, and Fa- 


mily, fy Drunkennefs. If therefore thou beeft in- 


clined to keep Tavern Company, fix upon one ; 


fort of Wine, which is not the common Drink, 
and keep to it always precifely, and never fuffer 


one drop of ordinary drinking Wine to come be- . 
tween thy Lips: And hold to this,” fo’ as not upon - 


any Perfwafion whatfoever to drink any other, but 


that which thou haft fixed upon. If thou drinkeft - 


the fame Wine with the Company; thou canft not 


help drinking juit as they do; but if thou drinkeft 
out of thy own Pot only, thou mayft commonly. 
take juft what quantity thou pleafeft; or if thou . 
art watched, ’tis but to order the Drawer:to bring - 
thee half Wine, half Water. . [know an old Gen- . 
tleman of publick Bufinefs, who by this virtuous . 
‘Artifice hath run through the World; without be- 
ing mad fo much as once, and without. breaking . 
his Temper, {poiling his Conftitution, or {potting 


his Reputation. 


1749 When thou defigneft to convince a Man, . 


it mutt be when he is either alone, or in but a 


fmall Company; for mixture of Talk will interrups 
Dicourfe, and put.it by its Defign. To accom- - 


tith this thing, thou muft always Fee his Self- 
ove, and inftruct him by fuch a Method as may 
make him imagine he informs thee.. Thou muft 
therefore take the Air of a Difciple, and ask him 
Queftions with’.Art, and an ingenuous Plainnefs ; 
that taking a Pleafure in the Superiority of inftru- 


cting thee, he may retiré within himieif, to form . 
the Anfwers thou askeft him for.. But when thou . 


hiaft received from him the Anfwers he ftrove to 
find out for thee, thou mayft lay them before him 


every moment: Vor having fought thofe Anfwers-. 
enly - 
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only for thee, he thinks no more of them, after: 
he hath eafed himfelf of them. 

1750 The ufual Reafon why Men run them-. 
felves into Controverfy and Difpute is, That they 
may appear confiderable, and preferve the Repu- 
tation of being Underftanding and notable Men; 
which generally would be beter fecured if all were 
let alone. I advife thee therefore, to enter the: 
Lifts with any one as feldom as may be. ”Tisonc 
of the diffeulteft things in the World, to convince - 
a contending Party in Marters of Opinion, which 
admit not ot a Decilion from fenfible Matters of 
Fact: And the more warm and concerned he is 
in the Strie, ftill the more difmeuicit is. And yer 
all the End we propofe for arguing and combat- 
ing is, but only to convince and bring him to be 
of our Mind. If then we did but confider how - 
unlikely, yea, how impoffibie an Attempt we un- 
dertake, and that we get nothing by it art lait, we 
would feldom difpute; but much rather (tho” we 
know we are really in the Right) keep our felves . 
quiet, and be content to let hira remain in the - 
Wrong, provided only that it be not much his 
Detriment to be fo. Vhe not obferving this, has 
coft an innumerable Multirude of- needlefS and 
foolifh Quarrels. 

1751 Take it fora Rule, never to offer at Rea- . 
fons, when thou needeft not, or haft them not 
very ready, plain, and convincing. For if thou 
defcendeft to confirm thy Opinion with Argue- 
ments, thou thercby feemeft to fubmit thy Judg-. 
ment to theirs, and as ’twere appealeft to them, . 
and askeft if they be not of thy Mind now, and 
fo by fetting them at a Level with thee, lefféneft 
thy Self. adly, If thy Reafons be nor ready, and 

. Cut~ 
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currently: uttered ’twill appear as tho’ thou lnadft not - 
a. clear and diftinét Notion:of the Matter before, , 
and wert now hammering at it, which will caufe- 
them to doubt of thy Capacity. And laftly, Since : 
every one judgeth of the Reafons given, accord- - 
ing to the Sort and Meafure of his particular Un- -. 
derftanding, which is almoft infinitely various, and .. 
poffibly may not exactly jump witi thine, perhaps ; 
thy Reafons may not fatisfy the. Company: And . 
then thou not only lofeft thy Credit, but alfo. 
mayft unluckily be drawn into the Scrape of a. 
Dilpute. 

1752 But when Reafons are expected from thee... 
either becaufe of the Dignity of the Perfon thou: 
converfeft with; or becaufe they are asked for, or > 
becaufe the Matter neceffarily requires it: Firft, . 
Confider the Capacity of thy Hearers: and if they, 
are of the common fort of Apprehenfions, not. 
very judicious; then inftead of folid Reafons, the. 
beft way would be to pour out a torrent of Words,. 
and make a Shew of much Matter: And if thou 
can{t but confound their Minds, they will be a- 
fhamed fo far to exprefs their WeaknefS, as to ler 
thee furmife they underftand thee not: And mot - 
certainly wall hugely. admire thee, for a moft pro- 
found Perfon. And thus thy Authority and Efteem 
is better fupported, than twould be, if thou hadft - 
flung away upon. them the Reafons of .a Socratesy 
or a Solomon. 

_ 1953 But if thy Hearers happen to be intelli 
gent Perfons, and Men of good Senfe, and Ex 
perience, think with all the Strength of thy Thought 
when thou {peakelt, and content not thy felf with 
one Argument, but produce thy whole Force of 
Reafons, and forget not even the flighteft of al, 
for. 
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for fo thou wilt look to be fuil of Senfe, and that 
which thou makef leatt account of, a different 
Thinker may poibly take moft hoid of and e- 
{teem molt concluding. : 

1754 Therefore in giving Reafons, it’s Prudence 
never to pafs a peremptory Judgment on the 
Strength of them ty felt; fo as to fay, [have gi- 
ven you avery good Reafon, but now Vil give a 
a better; left they fhould not think the fame with 
thee, and fo fufpeét thou doft net underftand 
the Force and Conclufivencs of thy own Rea~ 
fons. 

1755 But if thou a& with a Perfon much thy 
Superior, or with a proud, arrogant, obitinaze 
Man that thinks himfeif fo; ’rwere better to feem 
ignorant, and either defire Information, or quite 
drop the Caufe, than prefume to inftruc& him, and 
much lefs oppofe him: For fuch will not endure 
to be deemed Underlings in Underftanding. 

1756 If one that is much thy Superior lay a 
Fault to thy Charge, bear not up with Surlinefs, 
or Diftefpect; that will make him angry, and fet 
the clofer upon thy Skirts; nor yet carry it {neak- 
ingly, that will make him fufpect thee the more, 
and defpife thee: Nor mutter nor argue, nor la- 
bour much in Excufe; but with a commendable, 
tho” not immodeft Affurance, tell him thou art in- 
deed guilty of an Imprudence and Fault, but ho-~ 
pelt to take better Care for the future, and fo beg 
his Pardon: If he will not be fatisfy’d with this, 
thou mayft offer warily at fome Vindication, and 
mayft cautioufly extenuate the Adt, by alledging 
the Caufes, Motives and Circumitances, which 
deceived and led thee into it. Thou didft it ig- 
norantly, or for want of Forefight and Confide- 
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tation, ee. But in fuch a Cafe, above all Things;. 
fee that thou accufeft nat others (where it can be~ 
avoided) to juftify thy felf; as Eve did the Ser- 
pent; and Adam, Eve. ‘To throw it upon others 
manitefteth a malignant Temper in thee. But if 
thou laboureft to excufe others, thy benign Na- 
ture will attone, and merit Favour for thy felf. 

1757 If thou beeft of an angry Temper, caft- 
up thy Accounts with a meek Man, and compare- 
the Number of Affronts and Contumelies that 
both of you have met with, and thou fhalt find the: 
odds will be as great as between Sau?s Thoufands. 
and Davids Ten thoufands. For the Return made- 
to the firft Injury provokes a new one ; Men be- 
ing {o partial to themfelves, that he who receives 
a Harm by way of Retaliation, never reflects on: 
his own firft Guilt, but looks on it as a naked In-. 
jury, and fo purfues his Revenge; which has again 
the fame Effect on the other. And fo the wild- 
Fire runs round, till it have fet all on a Flame, 
and made the faddeft Devaftations, not only in 
Men’s Minds, but in their outward Concernments 
too, in the many fatal Outrages, which thofe eager: 
Contentions occafion: All which would be avoid-. 
ed by a meek Diftegard of the firft Provocation. 
So that altho’ fome Iniury may fall upon the Paf- 
five Man, yet infallibly there would be no Broils 
and Quarrels, which are alone the great. Accumu- 
lators and Multipliers of Injuries. 

1758 Take up this Refolution, never to- give: 
thy felf leave to be angry, till thou feeft the jut 
Dimenfions of the Provocation. Firft.learn whe-- 
ther there be any fuch thing done or no: for many” 
times we fhall find, that a falfe Report, ora Mif- 
comception.in the Mind fets up the Image of an 
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Injury, and prefently the Paffion fivells upon it$ 
when (it may be) upon duc Examination there is 
no fuch thing at all. adiy, Admauc there be an Ine 
jury; yet learn what the Circunftances of it are3 
tho’ thou h:{t a mind to be angry, yet til thofe 
are underdood, and the Meafture of the Injury be’ 
known, thou knoweft not what Proportion, or 

Meafure of Anger to ailow. It may be, ’tis not 
fo great; or it may be, *twas done by Miftake: 
It may be, twas done upon fome Provocation gi- 
ven by thee, or at leaft fo uncerftood, and then it is 
not fo malicious. And ic may be, the Man is 
coming to make thee Amends, or to ask thee Par- 
con. This will give Leifure to thy Reafon, and 
to thy Grace to come in, and will break the firft 
Shock, which the cholerick Blood gives to the 
Heart, which raifeth the Combuftion: And then 
a thoufand to one it comes to nothing, and ekher 
dies prefently, or languifhes below the Name of a 
Paffion. 

- 1759 Beware, I fay beware, how thou falleft in 
with indizent Friends. I never took fuch uneafy 
Steps in my Life as I have done when I was fet- 
terd and cioge’d with fuch. Their endlef Necef- 
fitics and Sorrows gave me everlafting Unhappi- 
nef. They never let me poffefs my own Money 
that I had provided for my Occafions and De- 
figns, but conftantly wrung it owt of me, and 
kept me almoft as Neceffitous as themfelves. All 
the while I ferved them I had good Looks and 
Words: If at any time I could not fupply them, 
it was an Injury: If ¥ asked them for parte of my 
Money, it was a Fall-our. But that which gave 
me the greateft Vexation of ail was, I could never 
do any of them any good. I have had ce 
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fuch, and give thee this Warning to avoid the like,” 
as thou wouldeit do an evil Spirit. Do butthrow . 
them off at firft, and thou art fafe. - a 
1760 I advife, and I charge thee, to keep out’ 
of litigious Suits, with all thy Power; and rather 
take an Injury, and recede from a fmall Right,. 
than vindicate thy felf, and recover it by Courfes 
of Law. It’s contefs'd, thefe are fometimes un-. 
avoidable, but moft times it’s Pride and Paflion,. 
‘or ftubborn Temper, and defire of Revenge. 
that occafions the Controverfy. Whereas, if we 
would (before Matters are run too far). do all we 
can to compofe the Difference: If on the one fide 
the Defendant would in a calm manner acknow- 
Jedge his Error, that he has indeed been guilty of 
an unwary foolifh Word, or Action, wich he: 
hopes will be taken as procceding from Thought-. 
lefsnefs, and not any Difrefpect, or Ill-will, and. 
that the Trefpafs was. neither meant nor forefcen. 
Likewife on the other fide, 4° che Perfon offend-. 
ed would be of fo benign and Chriftian a Temper, . 
as to recede a little from his utmoft Right, and. 
accept of a civil Satisfaction and Reparation of 
Damage fuftained: If Men would but do thus, 
and both Parties be cordiaily for Peace, I think it 
could not be difficult, either by themfelves, or by- 
the Mediation of Friends, to make up any little 
fuppofed Affront, yea, or real Offence, before it 
run to a raging Rupture. But if thou art obfti-- 
nately fet upon, and come what will, art fully re-. 
folved to humble thy proud Adverfary, and make: 
it coft him Sauce: Think with thy felf (not to 
mention Breach of Chriftian Charity) it will coft 
thee alfo abundance of Time, Attendance, Mo-. 
rey, Trouble, and Vexation, Thou canft not 
have. 
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‘have ic proceed juft as thou wouldeft. Thou canft 
not get out of it when thou pleafeft. Thou mayft 
have wrong done thee, cc. But be it how it 
will, thou mutft fic down with dear-bought Re- 
pentance atthe laft. sil 
1761 Thy, Duty to God is Fear and Love; to 
thy Neighbour Juftice and Charity ; to thy Self 
Prudence and Morality. Obferve all thefe well, 
and then thou can{t not fail of being Wife and 
. Good, Ufeful and Happy. 2 ees 
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1 PHarmacopeeia Extemporanea, five preeferip- 
torum, chilias, in qua remediorum elegan- 

tium, & efficacium paradigmata, ad omnes fere 
medendi intentiones accommodata, candide proe 
ponuntur. Una cum viribus, operandi ratione do- 
fibus & indicibus annexis. Edit. quinta longe au- 
Ctior & emendatior. Per Tho. Fuller, M. D. 
Cantab. 129.5 mae O27) 
2 Extemporanea: Or a Body of Medi- 
cines, containing a thoufand felect Prefcripts, an- 
fwering moft Intentions of Cure. To which are 
added ufeful Scholia, a Catalogue of Remedies, 
and copious Index; for the Affiftance of young 
Phyficians.. The third Edition, with Additions by 
the Author Tho. Fuller, M. D. Cantab. 8vo. 1719 
3 Domeftica, in ufum eorum, qui ru- 
ti medicinam facientes necefle habent, ut Pharma- 
cothecas privatas fbimet conftruant; Scholiis, vi- 
riumque enarrationibus illuftrata, & in libros duos 
diftributa. Per, Tho. Fuller,, M.D. Cantab. 
12°, ARNE 20ret ahd 172 
4 Bateana, in libros duos digefta: pri- 
mo, compofitiones galenicz, altero proceffus chi- 
-mici, ordine alphabetico exarantur: Viribus dofi- 
bufque illuftrantur: atque catalogis & indicibus ac- 
commodantur. Cura -@¢xopera Tho. Fuller, M. 
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gencies of the Church of Exgland, under King Hen- 
ry WIL. King Edward V1. and Queen Mary I.” 

6 Mr. Burkit’s Expofiory Notes on the whole 
New Teftament. Foto. : 

7 The Works of the Right Reverend Exekiel 
Hopkins, D. D. Containing an Expofition of the 
Commandments and Lord’s Prayer; and his Scrs 
mons, in Folio. 

8 Mr. Newcome’s Catechctical Courfe of Ser- 
mons forthe whole Year. In Two Volumes, 8vo. 

9 Dr. William Clagget’s Thirty three Difcourfes, 
newly Publithed. In Two Volumes, 8vo. 

1o Dr. Lucas’s Three Volumes of Sermons on 
Death, Judgment, a Future State, on Repentance, 
Defpair, and feveral other Subjects. 

11 Mr. Pyle’s Paraphrafe on the Acts and Epi- 
files. In Two Volumes, 8vo. 

12 Paraphrafe on the Five Books of 
‘Mofes, and all the Hiftorical Books of the Old Te- 
ftament. 4. Vol. 

13 Hiftoria Sacra, or the holy Hiftory, giving 
an exact and comprehenfive Account of the Feafts 
and Fafts of the Church of Ezgland. The fecond 
Edition, adorned with many curious Cuts, in Copper. 

14 The Conftitution, Difcipline, Government, 


- Unity and Worfhip of the Primitive Church, for 
- the firft 300 Years after Chrift. 


_ 15 The Hiftory of the Apoftles Creed, with 


Critical Obfervations on its feveral Articles, 8vo. 
“The fourth Edition. 


16 Remarks upon a late Book, Entituled, The 
Fable of the Bees, or Private Vices, Publick Be-« 


‘nefits, ina Letterto the Author. To whichis ad- 
_ ded, a Poftfcript, containing an Obfervation or 


two upon Mr. Bayle. By William Law, M. A. 
The fecond Edition, 8vo. 1725 
“17 Mr. 
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17 Mr. Law’s three Letters to the Bifhop of 
Bangor, 8vo. 
18 Bife’s Beauty of Holinefs in the ‘Common: 
a vo. 
: ——. Sermon on Cathedral Worthip ; or 
Choir Servi Service, 8vo. 
- 20 eememe Decency and Order in n publick Wor- 
fhip, 8vo. 
: 2% Bragg, on the Miracles of our Bleffed Sati 
our, 2 Vol. 8vo. 
22 On the Parables, 2 Vol. 8vo.. 
23 Berkley’s Dialogues againtt Scepticks and 
: Atheifts, 8vo. - 
_ +24 Boyle's Philofophical Works abridg'd, 3 Vol. 
400. 
25 Bailey’sSermons, 2 Vol. 8vo. 
26 Croffinge of the great Duty of Prayer, 8yo. 
27 ae Of Charity, 8vo. 
_28 Archbp. of Cambray’s pious Thoughts, 8vo, 
29 Cheneaw’s True French Matter, 8vo. 
30 Compleat Geographer, Fol. 
31 Sir Fobu. Denham’s Pfalms, 8vo. 
32 Derham’s Phyfico-Theology, 8vo. 
33 a Aftro-Theology, 8vo. 
34 Gajtrell’s Chriftian Infticutes. 
35 Hooker’s Ecclefiaftical Polity, ge. Fol. 1724 
36 Hoal’s Addrefs to Parents, on Education, vo. 
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thor of the foriner Memoirs. 

"NB. Thefe Memoirs will be Publifh’d every 

Month. 8vo. Printed for William and Fobu Ineys, 

_ Price One Shilling each. 


vigtzes ty GOORTe 
< 


re ae ck, ae ae eet Ee am 


